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Minutes of the Domestic Preparedness Meeting 
February 28, 2006 

 
Members Present: 
 
Hollie Capuano, US Attorney’s Office 
Robert Johnson, BV Security 
Wendy Walsh, Naval Ambulatory Care Center 
Patrick Lynch, Lt. Gov. Fogarty’s Office 
Carol Kent, MHRH 
Peter Brousseau, RI Police Chief’s Association 
Michael Mulhare, RIDEM 
Binyamin Efreom, RI Gov. Comm. On Disabilities 
Maria Strauss, RI Department of Elderly Affairs 
Robert Seltzer, RIAFC 
William Sharkey, RIAG 
Robert Warren, RIEMA 
Thomas Kilday, DOH 
Peter Ginaitt, RI Hospital 
Jim Swanberg, RISP 
David Hayden, RISP 
 
The 52nd meeting of the Domestic Preparedness Subcommittee was called to order by 
Chairman Robert J. Warren at 10:09 AM. 
 

1. Mr. Warren stated Eva Zito was absent and to please state your name for the 
record prior to speaking for the minutes.   

2. The minutes of the January 24, 2006 were amended as follows:  The word Rep. 
was removed before Peter Ginaitt’s name as he is in this Committee representing 
the hospital and not in his elected capacity.  Also, Carol Kent was not at the 
January 24 meeting.  Peter Ginaitt made the motion to accept the minutes and 
Peter Brousseau seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

3. Mr. Warren stated that most of his staff were at a CDL course for the Mobil 
command center and therefore, not in attendance at today’s meeting.  He also 
stated that John Soscia last day with the Agency will be Friday March 3.   

 
Reports 
 

• HazMat/Decon Tech Working Group – made a change, Newport Navy has had 
manpower issues, East Providence Decon team will be upgraded to a HazMat 
Team.  Due to financial considerations, will not be replaced as a Decon team.  
April 25 and 26 will be Hazmat community summit will invite community leaders 
regarding issues, training and obligations.  

  
• Community WMD Preparedness Working Group (In abeyance) – not present 

 
• Emergency Legal Issues Working Group – not present 
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• Communications Working Group – not a lot going on, next piece of puzzle for 
800 system is up and running, don’t have the radio programs yet, hardware all up 
and running and within the next week or two will have the radio programs 
running as well.   Moving forward with other systems, Coventry has pretty much 
lined up towers.  East Bay piece is moving along.  Talked about getting 800 
repeaters on the mobile towers in front of CRC.  Need tower location in Western 
Coventry area for coverage purposes.  Talked about Guard Base as possibility.  
Darryl from Motorola will take a look at that.   

 
• Volunteer Working Group – “Citizens Corp Council” – RIEMA has been working 

on this, concern is it falling apart, will meet with Gov. later in the week to bring 
someone in part time, to revitalize that program.  Person will 20 hours a week.  
We need to get group up and running, get more active.  

 
• Emergency Support Function Working Group – Getting DOT back in fold and 

setting up April meeting April 3, DOT is sponsoring, they are lead in ESF 1, 
which is transportation, met over last month or two.  State police will be there and 
get everyone back in.  Meeting for ESF 1 only.   

 
• Hospital Preparedness Planning Committee (DOH/HARI)– not having meeting in 

March, most recent activity scheduled OSHA train-the-trainer program to allow 
hospitals to do DECON, EMA can send people and civil support teams.  May 1 – 
5, June 12-16 and June 19-23 at Camp Fogarty, will provide at next meeting 
better schedule, all is invited to attend.  Hospital Implementation of web based 
communication systems, work with EMA get patient tracking tool.  What is status 
of Web EOC, getting installed this week in trailer, training getting scheduled.  
Meeting will take place in April as scheduled.   

 
• Behavioral Healthcare Crisis Management Task Force (MHRH) – changed name 

and reconfigured the group.  Felt most helpful if group mirrored ESF, first 
meeting yesterday.  Don’t have new name yet.  Focus is reregistered volunteers in 
system, brings up problems, Pandemic Flu and planning for that and how they fit 
into that.  Services may be limited to telephone services and support due to 
limited people.  Will talk to Health on how they can work together.  Have a 
database now of all volunteers and it is growing.  400 people now.  They have 
command center in Barry Hall, blast fax and call lists for call of volunteers. 

 
• Urban Search & Rescue Group – In training across the hall, have been doing 

trainings, keeping updated on work they are doing. 
 

• Mass Casualty Incident (MCI) Working Group – Nathan reports nothing 
significant, well established 

 
• Port Security – at change of command today. 

 
• Law Enforcement Working Group – trained at LaSalle last week, RI Civil 

Support Team come down and work, MA Civil Support team came as well.  One 
Issue not sure what they’re going up against.  Using to use Civil Support team in 
incidents.  Will be at Bridgewater Unit in April, training in May reaching out to 
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hazmat and DECON teams.  Did utilize radios for the first time, worked out a few 
bugs but next training session should get those things out. 

 
• Elderly and Disabled working Group – Changed named to Special Populations.  

Priority focus is registration system.  Meeting on 27 March 10 AM.  Carol Kent 
stated her support for the name change.  Peter Brousseau made motion to change 
and it was seconded and motion passed unanimously.   

 
• Family Resource Center Working Group – Nathan in training, report they have 

proceduced draft document that came out this week 11 pages, very good first 
draft, will meet again tomorrow.  More refinements will be made before we send 
out final copy. Carol Kent stated that the Resource Center is not only for Families 
it is also for survivors, should think about keeping families and survivors separate 
similar to Station Fire. 

 
Old Business  
 
• RIEMA is progressing on Hurricane Document, 17 pages, review it made some 

changes meeting with consultant tomorrow.  CT and MA are further behind than 
we are, they are willing to sit down and accept our input.  We are sending most of 
our evacuees to Massachusetts but could send some to CT.  Will take a look at 
that further. 

 
• Holly from US Attorney’s office stated that John Enright’s replacement has 

accepted offer for position going through background check, will be coming to 
meetings once he is hired.  Organized 4 hour seminar, say thank you to John 
Soscia who helped with seminar.  It was very well attended.   

 
• EMS – DOH EMS separated from EMA, major incident and MCI plans protocols 

for MTs implementation recently passed the updated WMD protocols have been 
in draft from since 2001 finally passed implantation will take several months. Any 
department that wants to come in compliance now is welcome to.  Providence 
used it for an evacuation for a high rise building, under this protocol they were 
able to treat and release them at the scene instead of having to be transported to 
the hospital.  They have a vehicle, waiting license.  Two dates to save March 13 
ribbon cutting for the vehicle, congressional thank you RI Hospital, May 20 will 
be the second annual disaster response conference similar to one last year at 
Crown Plaza.    

 
New Business 
• RIEMA HS grant is due in to DC on March 2, John and his group working 

diligently on that to get the first deliverable in, competitive grant after than, they 
have identify priorities in the State.  Got word today, FEMA out of Boston Region 
I have authorized hiring of consultant for Food Distribution Plan for the State.  
Draft written based on National standard. 

 
• WEB EOC is installing today, training the second or third week of March, contact 

Paul Crawford for more information.  March 14 another training session on 
Mobile Command Post.  Inviting DoIT as well to get them trained.  Need to get 
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SOP done and publicize capabilities out to communities so they can ask for it 
when they need it.   

 
• Discussion took place about publishing press releases in local community papers, 

they cover more then Providence Journal.  A lot of positive comes out of RIEMA 
and feel that Providence Journal only focuses on negative not all the positive that 
comes out.  Such as training and exercises. 

 
• March 21 at 2 PM is the next full RI Advisory Council Meeting in the EOC.  The 

agenda is not ready yet but should be by the end of the week.  Yearly schedule is 
on website.   

 
• Flu Pandemic Update for ESF8 - Health Department is well on its way of 

planning with hospitals for the regionalized of managing health care needs, 
Newport has met with comm. Partners, Heath Department doing meetings with 
Fatima, St. Joseph's yesterday and meeting two others within next few weeks.  
Exercise series coming up working with Nathan and pilot hospitals.  Need 
Regional approach for EOC side of the house to pass on to hospitals.  Letter will 
go out from Health Dept. is under review form Dir. Of Health, will go to 
communities for COOP and Flu plans.  Influenza within bird communist is 
moving in Europe.  Need to educate public and first responders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


