
Thursday, September 24, 2015

STATE TRAFFIC COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA

203 State House 1:00 PM

Accept The Minutes From the Previous Meeting.

The meeting was called to order at _______________ by Mr. Bernie Frezza.

Chairperson:
( )  Mr. Bernie Frezza

Vice Chairperson:
( )  Chief Edward Mello

New Business

9/21/2015

Request from RISP to clarify the Parking and Standing restrictions on Succotash 
Road for the recently widened shoulder in the vicinity of the Matunuck Oyster Bar.

SOUTH KINGSTOWN ===> SUCCOTASH RD.

Creation Date Item Number
41500

9/21/2015

Request from RIDOT to approve the State Traffic Commission Fiscal Year 2015 
Annual Report. See attachment for a copy of the report.

STATEWIDE

Creation Date Item Number
41499

Membership
( )  Col. Steven G. O'Donnell, RI State Police

( )  Mr. Peter Alviti, Jr., P.E., Governor’s Rep to NHTSA

( )  Mr. Peter Alviti, Jr., P.E., RIDOT Director

( )  Vacant, Director of Revenue

Secretary
( )  Mr. Steven Pristawa, PE

Designees
( )  Trooper William Corson

( )  Mr. Robert Rocchio, PE
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1.  Purpose 
 
The purpose of the State Traffic Commission (STC) is to enact all rules and regulations, 
pertaining to traffic control devices, for all State owned and maintained roads, in 
accordance with R.I. General Law 31-13-1.  The STC has adopted the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) as its manual on traffic control devices.  The 
MUTCD is printed by the Federal Highway Administration and is generally accepted 
nationwide as a manual of regulations and specifications establishing a uniform system of 
traffic signals, devices, signs and markings for use upon the public highways. 
 



2.  Members: 
 
The STC for Fiscal Year 2015 was comprised of 5 members and a Non-voting Secretary 
as stipulated by R.I. General Law 31-13-1.   
 
Mr. John DiTomasso – Chairperson (until April 2015) 
Mr. Bernie Frezza– Chairperson (beginning May 2015) 
Mr. Bernie Frezza – Vice Chairperson (until April 2015) 
Mr. Edward Mello – Vice Chairperson (beginning May 2015) 
Mr. Steven Pristawa, P.E. – Secretary 
 
The members are:  
 
Mr. Peter Alviti Jr, P.E. – Governor’s Representative to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
Colonel Steven G. O’Donnell – Rhode Island State Police 
Chief Edward Mello, Jamestown Police Department – Governor’s Appointee 
Mr. Peter Alviti Jr., P.E.  – Director of Department of Transportation 
(Vacant) – Director of Revenue 
 
Each member with the exception of the Governor’s appointee is allowed a designee to act 
on their behalf.  The Designees are: 
 
Mr. Robert Rocchio, P.E. on behalf of the Governor’s Representative to the NHTSA 
Lieutenant Ann Assumpico or Trooper Amanda Brezniak on behalf of the Rhode Island 
State Police 
Mr. Bernie Frezza on behalf of the Director of the Department of Transportation 
Mr. John DiTomasso on behalf of the Director of Revenue (until April 2015) 
Ms. Mary Coleman on behalf of the Director of Revenue (beginning May 2015) 
 



3.  Meetings: 
 
The STC meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00 AM in Room 203 of 
the State House.  For FY 2015, the STC met on the following dates: 
 

- July 9, 2014 
- August 13, 2014 
- September 10, 2014 
- October 8, 2014 
- November 12, 2014 
- December 10, 2014 
- January 14, 2015 
- February 11, 2015 
- March 11, 2015 
- May 13, 2015 
- June 10, 2015 
 

 
It should be noted that there was no meeting held in the month of April due to the lack of 
a quorum. The minutes for these 11 meetings are contained in Appendix A. 
 



4. Agenda 
 
Throughout the month, the Secretary of the STC collects requests and forms an agenda.  
The procedure for an item to be included in the agenda is that it must be submitted by a 
representative of the public.  The STC accepts requests from all elected officials, heads of 
City/Town government or Police Chiefs.  If a member of the public contacts the 
Secretary to have an item added to the agenda, they are encouraged to approach their 
local officials to submit the request officially. The Deputy Chief Engineer (or Chief 
Engineer in the Deputy’s absence) of the Department of Transportation (DOT) may also 
make requests on behalf of the DOT Director at his/her discretion. 
 
Requests that involve changes to or additions of regulatory statutes regarding the State’s 
highway and road network are included in the agenda.  When a request is received that 
does not involve regulatory approval, i.e. highway lighting, they are forwarded to the 
appropriate section at the DOT.  For the fiscal year of 2015 (July 1, 2014 to June 30, 
2015) the STC received and acted on 84 requests.  The requests are grouped into the 
categories below: 
 
Request For                Requested    Approved    Denied    No Action  
Traffic Signal    3  3  0    
Traffic Signal Phasing Modification 1  1  0 
Parking Restrictions/Modifications 5  5  0 
Speed Limit Modification  17  11  2  4 
Establish School Zones  1  1  0 
Installation of Crosswalk  11  9  2  
Removal of Crosswalk  4  3  0  1 
Turn Restrictions   8  7  1    
Establish Passing Zones   3  3  0 
Installation of Warning Signs  1  1  0 
Guide/Historical Sign Installation 5  5  0  
Pedestrian Accommodations  4  4  0 
Lane Designation Modifications 3  3  0  
Rescind Previous Decision  2  2  0  
Bridge Postings   4  4  0 
Intersection Safety Improvements 4  4  0 
Roundabouts    1  1  0 
Road Safety Audit   1  1  0 
Speed Feedback   2  2  0 
In-Road Pedestrian Signs   2  2  0 
Intersection Control Changes  2  1  0  1 
 
TOTAL:    84  73  5  6 
 
 
 
 



5.  RIDOT Support of the State Traffic Commission 
 
The Department of Transportation provides support services for the STC.  These services 
consist of the following: 
 

- Prepare the monthly agenda. 
- Send acknowledgement letters to appropriate parties for all requests. 
- Oversee a consultant who performs some of the necessary studies. 
- Conduct all studies not performed by a consultant. 
- Review study results and form a recommendation for the Commission. 
- Prepare meeting minutes. 
- Prepare work orders for signing and striping improvements to enact STC 

decisions. 
- Send all approved design work to a consultant to include in future construction 

projects to be managed by the RIDOT. 
- Prepare letters to all requesters with explanations of STC actions. 

 
 



6.  Studies 
 
For FY 2015, 84 studies were performed and voted on for the STC.  As a result of a 
previous contractual issue with the last awarded STC Traffic Engineering consultant, 
RIDOT was forced to utilize other Traffic Engineering on-call consultants under existing 
contracts to perform studies to minimize the potential for a backlog of work. RIDOT was 
able to award two new STC Traffic Engineering consultants to perform studies for the 
STC at the end of May 2015. 
 
The 84 studies performed generally consisted of the following depending on the type of 
request: 
 

- 12 hour traffic counts. 
- AM and PM peak hour traffic counts. 
- 12 hour pedestrian counts. 
- AM and PM peak hour pedestrian counts. 
- Crash analyses. 
- Collection of vehicle speeds 
- Capacity analyses for intersections and/or segments. 
- Signal warrant analyses. 
- Roundabout feasibility studies 
- Lane reduction studies (Road diet) 
- Radar speed studies. 
- Delay studies. 
- Parking studies. 
- Safety studies for intersections and pedestrians. 
- Coordinate and correspond with Town and State officials, police departments and 

citizens. 
 
 

Study Completed By Number of Studies Completed 
Cataldo Associates, Inc. 9 

Crossman Engineers 3 
McMahon Associates 12 

CDM Smith 4 
RIDOT Physical Alteration Permit (PAPA)  3 

RIDOT Design Project 19 
In-House (RIDOT Staff) 34 

Total 84 



7.  Financial Statement 
 
The funding of the STC is by Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) planning funds. 
The funds are used to pay for the consultant to perform any necessary studies and 
RIDOT’s Traffic Engineering employees to complete the remaining studies and perform 
STC support tasks. The following is a breakdown of the funds used for STC during the 
FY 2015. 
 
- Cataldo Associates, Inc.    $ 166,731.70 
- McMahon Associates Inc.    $ 84,723.01  
- Crossman Corporation    $ 45,428.06 
- CDM Smith      $ 44,945.00 
 
- Steven W. Pristawa  (RIDOT)  $ 110,442.50 
- Maureen E. McHugh (RIDOT)  $ 50,851.61 
- Jill J. Nascimento  (RIDOT)  $ 34,651.99 
- Philip D’Ercole  (RIDOT)  $ 18, 955.42 
- William J. Hogan  (RIDOT Intern) $ 6,674.24 
- Jacob Begin   (RIDOT)  $ 5,891.27 
- Patricia A. Hogan  (RIDOT Intern) $ 4,977.97 
- Mikel Martinez Alastuey  (RIDOT Intern) $ 2,911.05 
- Cibelle Medeiros Dal’Alba (RIDOT Intern) $ 2,585.80 
- Matthew F. Polacek  (RIDOT Intern) $ 2,248.82 
- Tyreese A. Garrick  (RIDOT Intern) $ 1,152.11 
- Wellington Hall  (RIDOT)  $ 1,119.14 
- Julia Torralbo Asla  (RIDOT Intern) $ 663.48 
- Emilie Holland   (RIDOT)  $ 598.07 
- Samantha E Jardin  (RIDOT Intern) $ 517.16 
- Jeimy E Rodriguez  (RIDOT Intern) $ 406.34 
- Robert Rocchio  (RIDOT)  $ 128.22 
- Jocelyn Adorno  (RIDOT Intern) $ 86.25 
- Brittany K. Rebello  RIDOT Intern) $ 73.03 
- Jeffry C. Martins  (RIDOT)  $ 50.86 
- Philip Magano  (RIDOT)  $ 50.85\ 
- Daniel Waugh  (RIDOT)  $ 6.94 
 
 

Total        $ 586,870.95 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



8.  Summary of Performance 
 
The STC conducted 84 studies during Fiscal Year 2015. Prior to voting on a request, the 
results of these studies were compared to Federal engineering guidelines such as the 
MUTCD and/or AASHTO as well as RIDOT policies. Of the total requests, 73 were 
approved (87%). The requests that were denied either did not meet Federal/State 
guidelines or were not in the best interest of the motoring public.   
 
The STC’s biggest shortcoming was the slow process between approval of a request and 
implementation of the highway modification.  Traditionally, approved signs are installed 
by RIDOT’s Maintenance section and are generally installed within 6-8 weeks, as their 
schedule permits. RIDOT recently began utilizing a signing Master Price Agreement 
(MPA) contractor. Contractually, any signs included in the MPA should be installed 
within 45 days of a purchase order. This process will help alleviate the Maintenance 
Division of some work orders and will help to get approved signs installed in a more 
timely manner. Traffic signal modifications, intersection improvements, or pedestrian 
accommodations generally take longer for the public to see the approved changes.  This 
process is also dependent on available funding.  Striping work is completed through an 
appropriate statewide striping contract and completed as the contractor’s schedule 
permits. 
 
The STC’s accomplishments are the approval of the previously mentioned items that 
elected officials sought to improve the State’s road network.  The STC strives to establish 
uniformity throughout the State’s road network while following the guidelines in the 
MUTCD. 



9.  Training 
 
For FY 2015, there was no training course for new members.  The STC is in the process 
of preparing a course to help any new commission members.  The course will include a 
traffic engineering synopsis, Rhode Island traffic laws and an introduction to the 
MUTCD.   
 



10.  The State Traffic Commission for FY 2016 
 
The number of requests for FY 2016 is expected to remain fairly constant for the coming 
year.  As part of a cost reducing measure, RIDOT has continued using Traffic 
Engineering staff to perform a larger percentage of studies.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 


	Monthly Agenda Report
	STC FY Annual Report 2015

