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Meeting Minutes of 
The Governor’s Council on Behavioral Health 

1:00 p.m., Tuesday January 13, 2008 
The Governor’s Council on Behavioral Health met at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 13, 2009, in 
Barry Hall’s Conference Room 126, 14 Harrington Road, Cranston, Rhode Island. 

Members Present:  Richard Leclerc, Chair; Leo Cronan; Sandra DelSesto; James Gillen; Karen 
Kanatzar; Joseph Le; Peter Mendoza; Anne Mulready; Reed Cosper; and Elizabeth Earls. 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Craig Stenning, Department of Mental Health, Retardation and Hospitals 
(MHRH); John Young, Department of Human Services (DHS); Sandy Woods, Department of 
Children, Youth and Families (DCYF), Denise Achin, Department of Education (DOE); and 
Representative Bruce Long. 

Staff:  Charles Williams, and Lisa Stevens. 

Once a quorum was established, the Chair, Richard Leclerc, called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m.  
After introductions were conducted, Richard entertained a motion to accept the Minutes of January 13, 
2009.  Peter Mendoza motioned to approve the minutes, and Liz Earls seconded the motion.  All were in 
favor and the minutes were approved as written and submitted. 

Annual Report Process:  Draft Annual Report letter to the Governor was distributed (attachment I) 
detailing the accomplishments of the Council in 2008.  Richard asked Council members to make any 
final suggestions in writing to him by next week and he will submit them to Corinna for redraft so that 
the report can go out in a timely manner.   

Discussion of Draft Information Pertaining to Letter to Mr. Kuhn, Center for Medicare/Medicaid 
Services (attachment II:  A formal vote on this item was tabled at the last Council meeting to allow 
Craig Stenning to respond on behalf of MHRH).  Craig Stenning stated that the purpose of this Council 
is to advise the Governor and as such, this letter should not be written to the Federal Government.  Reed 
Cosper suggested redrafting and redirecting this letter to the Governor’s office from the Council. There 
was much debate on whether this letter should be addressed to the Governor’s office from the Council or 
from the Office of the Mental Health Advocate.  Rich asked for a motion on this topic. Reed motioned to 
table this as he will redraft this letter, motion was seconded. All were in favor, motion passed. This topic 
and new draft will be on the next agenda.   

Children’s Intensive Services (CIS): Richard Leclerc handed out (attachment III) a letter to the 
Governor from Rich on behalf of the Council, regarding Children’s Intensive Services (CIS). Also 
distributed was (attachment IV) a letter from Gary Alexander, (DHS) to Rich Leclerc responding to the 
October 7th letter to the Governor on the same topic.  He asked that these be reviewed by the Council 
and be put on the next agenda. 

Updates from DCYF:  Sandy Woods updated the Council on the Family Care Community Partnership 
(FCCP).  Contracts have been signed and as of 1/1/09 the FCCP’s are operating and started to accept 
referrals.  Attachment V is a listing of FCCP contacts and the areas they cover. Regionalizing these 
services is an excellent approach for a state this small.  DCYF is in the process of developing an 
information sheet for referrals and some agencies are looking to have 1-800 numbers.  In this transition 
stage, DCYF is training via family meetings since this is a family care system using non traditional, 
natural supports.  One of the goals of this restructure is to not have as many case managers working with 
the same families as a cost saving initiative.   
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John Young then presented and stated that the sole benefit of moving the Behavioral Health budget was 
to allow DCYF to focus on the set of services that they have tried to force feed to the Medicaid system; 
which is child welfare services and family support services.  Medicaid will not pay for traditional 
housing.  For some families’ transitional housing is the difference between an intact family and an 
assignment to a DCYF case level.  Under the new system DCYF can organize and provide the services 
that are not “treatment” in Medicaid terms.   

Updates from MHRH:  Charles Williams: In December there was a hearing at the House Finance 
Committee over deficits of FY ’09.  MHRH has been working with Department of Human Services 
(DHS) over the Global Waiver primarily with the part called Cost Not Otherwise Match-able (CNOM).  
In the flexibility that has been granted by the state there are populations that are at risk of 
institutionalization who might not currently be reimbursable under Medicaid but could have match-able 
costs under Medicaid under the Waiver.  For example the population served through the STAR contract 
might be eligible for this.  The 2010 budget document has been submitted to the executive Office of 
Health and Human Services (OHHS) and the Governor’s office.  MHRH has been working with OHHS 
to deal with the projected deficit in FY ’09.   

John Young: The waiver provides the flexibility to consider a Medicaid match equal to the lack of 
Medicaid characteristic (a person who is behavioral health disabled determined by the Social Security 
Act).  This is a funding opportunity for the state to participate in and maintain a level of care which has 
been criticized because it is 100% state funded. If the economic conditions of the state maintain or 
improve, then more state revenue may be available to take advantage of state revenue up to the cap.  If 
they state revenues continue to fall, the states ability to spend up to the cap is limited or eliminated.   
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
There was no further business. 

ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING 
There was no further business.  Upon motion made and seconded, the meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.  
The next meeting of the Council is scheduled for Thursday, February 12, at 8:30 a.m. in the first 
floor Conference Room 126 at the Barry Hall Building. 
Minutes respectfully recorded and written by: 
 
Lisa Stevens 
Secretary, Governor’s Council on Behavioral Health 
 
 
 
 
Attachment I:  2008 Annual Report to the Governor 
Attachment II:  Letter to Herb Kuhn, US Dept. of Health & Human Services 
Attachment III:  10/7/08 Letter to the Governor from the Council regarding CIS 
Attachment IV:  12/16/08 Letter to Richard Leclerc from Gary Alexander regarding CIS 
Attachment V:  FCCP Regions  

 
 


