
From:  Eva M. Zito 
  Recording Secretary 
 
Date:  January 23, 2007 
 
Subject: Minutes of the Domestic Preparedness Subcommittee 
 
Members, alternates, and guests that were in attendance: 
 
Robert J. Warren  Chair   RIEMA 
Dawn-Marie Lewis  Member  RIDOH 
Chief Robert Seltzer  Member  Fire Chief’s Association 
Capt. Jim Swanberg  Member  RISP 
Mike Mulhare  Member  RIDEM 
Rick Stasiowski  Member  Hazmat-Decon-USAR 
V. Klaus O’Neal  Member  Office of the Governor 
Raymond LaBelle  Member  E-9-1-1 
Carol Kent   Member  MHRH 
Brian Pires   Member  US Attorney’s Office 
Peter Marinucci`  Member  Providence EMA and HS 
Robert Patton  Member  VA Medical Center 
Arthur Bovis`   Alternate  RI DOT 
Michael Sweeney  Alternate  RI State Fire Marshal 
Ron Pigeon   Alternate  US Coast Guard 
Tom Kilday   Alternate  RIDOH 
Robert Thorne  Guest   TSA 
Joseph Salter   Guest   TSA 
Rick Andreano  Guest   RIEMA 
Maryann Medeiros  Guest   USDOL-OSHA 
Ramon Martinez  Guest   Progreso Latino 
Dr. Bob Guneyi  Guest   Progreso Latino 
 
MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE:
 
RI Police Chief’s Association   Dept. of the Attorney General 
Office of the Lt. Governor    RI Disaster Initiative 
American Red Cross     Ambulance Services Advisory Bd. 
RI Health Center Association   RICOSH 
Brown University     Communications Working Group 
RI Energy and Community Services  USAR 
Department of Corrections    Lifespan 
Governor’s Commission on Disabilities   
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The 60th Domestic Preparedness Subcommittee meeting was called to order by 
Chairman Robert J. Warren. 
 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Bob called the meeting to order at 
l0:05am and wished everyone a Happy New Year. 

 
2. REVIEWED AND ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 12, 

2006 
The minutes of the December l2, 2006 meeting were read, accepted, and 
passed unanimously. 

        
3. REPORTS: 

 
HAZMAT DECON TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP-Rick Stasiowski 
Hazmat/Decon Working Group still meets monthly.  Recently finished our 06 
grant from EMA and will be going forward with our purchases for 06.  
Basically it will be used for upkeep of the teams. 
 
EMERGENCY LEGAL ISSUES WORKING GROUP-not present 
 
COMMUNICATIONS WORKING GROUP-not present 
 
VOLUNTEER WORKING GROUP-“Citizens Corps Council”-Rick 
Andreano 
Our working group has continued to develop strategies, engage stakeholders 
and create tools for Citizen Corps Programs including development of a 
statewide volunteer database, training baselines for CERT and other 
materials for local council development. 
 
RIEMA is also currently underway in conducting a statewide Citizen Corps 
Assessment in local jurisdictions. Slated to be completed by March, this will 
produce Municipal Profiles for each community, aggregated volunteer data 
and an outline of development goals supporting the further implementation 
of and guidance for Citizen Corps and CERT programs throughout the state. 
 
HAND SANITIZER PROJECT REPORT 
On Friday, January 5th the Governor ordered hand sanitizer gel and 
dispensers in every classroom in RI.  Red Cross volunteers, Warwick CERT 
and West Warwick CERT were activated.  Volunteer teams, along with 
RIEMA staff, were able to offload, sort and document 30,000 individual units 
(15,000 dispensers + l5, 000 gel packs). Because of our volunteer teams, every 
school in the State of RI had hand sanitizer dispensers and gel available to 
them before schools were reopened. (A list of volunteer names and affiliations 
is available upon request).Thank you to Warwick CERT and West Warwick 
CERT. 
 

 2



 
EMERGENCY SUPPORT FUNCTION WORKING GROUP-Mike Mulhare 
We have not been meeting.  We spoke about getting this group back up and 
running so that we can figure out who the appropriate department reps are 
so that everyone knows what their responsibilities will be. 
 
HOSPITAL PREPAREDNESS PLANNING COMMITTEE (DOH/HARI)-
Dawn Lewis-The HCS system is in the hospitals.  We are going through the 
final punch list, and we will be revising the Diversion Plan and MCI 
Supplement.   We have met with all of the hospital contacts and the HERSA 
contracts have been delivered to all the hospitals. 
 
Tom Kilday-Three weeks ago the MPA came through on the 800 radios.  
Spoke to some of the EMA folks who are interested in tying in to the MPA.  
Tom will follow up on this. 
 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DISASTER RESPONSE NETWORK (MHRH)-
Carol Kent-We met on January l0th and reviewed the lessons learned from 
the Mycoplasma Pneumonia Event.  Continue to do the hospital trainings 
and did one in January at South County and will be doing Memorial 
Hospital on March 1st along with RI / Miriam who will be doing it together 
also in March.  Internal MHRH team will be doing a drill at the end of 
February.   Tom suggested that Carol Kent get in touch with Brittan Bates 
the Exercise Coordinator from EMA. 
 
URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE-Rick Stasiowski-meeting monthly and 
just completed their 2007 training calendar.  We train at least once a month.  
Thursday of this week we will be painting the classroom and one of the 
offices.  John Washburn from EMA will be moving permanently up to the 
Scituate Warehouse in the next two weeks. 
 
MASS CASUALTY INCIDENT (MCI) working group-no present 
 
PORT SECURITY- Ron Pigeon-The Transportation Worker Identification 
Credential (TWIC) is a TSA and USCG initiative.  The TWIC program 
provides a tamper-resistant biometric credential to maritime workers 
requiring unescorted access to secure areas of port facilities and vessels 
regulated un the Maritime Transportation Security Act and to all U.S. Coast 
Guard credentialed merchant mariners  It is available on the TSA website 
http://www.tsa.gov/what_we_do/layers/twic/index.shtm.(the spaces before 
and after the word (we) on this website have underscores)the CG will 
continue to provide information and guidance to our port stakeholders as it 
becomes available. 
PORT SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM-DHS has released the grant 
guidance and application kits for Round 7 of the Port Security Grant 
Program.  Information and applications are available on www.grants.gov.  s 
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DHS has identified five priority selection criteria for the FY07 PSGP.  
Enhancing Maritime Domain Awareness (EMDA); enhancing  prevention, 
protection response and recovery capabilities; training and exercises.  Efforts 
supporting implementation of the Transportation Worker Identification 
Credential (TWIC) and efforts in support of the nation preparedness 
architecture. 
 
DHS is using a risk-based criterion for selection of projects and has assigned 
all of the national ports into four tiers.  Providence is rated as a Tier III port 
and can compete with 47 other ports for $30 million in available grant funds.   
All other ports in RI will be rated as Tier IV and can compete for $10 
million. 
 
PORT SECURITY GRANT OUTREACH PROGRAM: the CG will conduct 
a Port Security Grant Outreach Program in Providence on Wednesday, 
January 31, 2007 at 9:30 at the Johnson and Wales University Harbor side 
Campus Recreation Facility.   For directions go to: 
http://www.jwu.edu/prov/dir_harg.htm.  The agenda will include a 
presentation on the 2007 Port Security Grant Program and transit Security 
Grant Program (Ferry Security) application and review process.  There will 
also be a presentation on the Maritime Security Risk Assessment Model 
(MSRAM) and a soon to be release “Indicators of Terrorist Activity 
Handbook,” followed by a Q and A period. 
 
Brian Pires-Brian Smith contacted me from Quonset and he had an interest 
in partnering with the port to look in and score, relative to the grants, a Z 
back scatter low density mobile x-ray van with radiation detection 
capabilities. Spoke to some folks over at American Science and Engineering 
that make the units and I will be putting together a meeting to try to get some 
folks in and get a demo of the unit with the actual vendor.  Capt Swanberg 
and Joe Salter from TSA are interested in going to the meeting. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT WORKING GROUP-Capt. Jim Swanberg 
Continue meeting and training on a monthly basis and the training schedule 
is pretty much done.  We are working on an l8-mnth training schedule.  We 
are expanding our training with the Hazmat//Decon folks.  In April we have 
a 2-day training exercise.  Several weeks ago we did some training at CCRI 
and it went well. 
 
SPECIAL POPULATIONS WORKING GROUP-not present 
 
FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER WORKING GROUP-We have not 
appointed anyone since Nathan left.
 

4. OLD BUSINESS-Bob Warren- We have kind of fallen off with the Law 
Enforcement Prevention Terrorism Program with the Police Departments.  
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We will be setting up a schedule where they will be trained on the 3rd 
Thursday of every month and John Washburn will be the contact for that. 

 
The Tactical interoperability report came and we did not do that well.  Brian 
Glancy was here yesterday on the 800 radio and we had a lengthy discussion 
because we now have an additional problem.  The microwave dishes that the 800 
radio is based on in the State Police and DOT communication system is full.  To get 
the band width open we need to look at expansion of that within the center of the 
state.  We now have to look at how we can fit this into our DHS funding.  Over the 
next few months we will have more information on this.   Once we get the 
infrastructure in place, we will have to have the communities come online as they 
need to. 
 
Hurricane Plan-We are reviewing the Hurricane Plan and I have some of my staff in 
school next week at the Center in Miami.  Our Plan has to be reviewed every year.  
Letters went out today regarding sheltering at URI and CCRI. If anyone has any 
questions about hurricane planning please call Larry Macedo or Jim Baker from 
my staff.  We hope that this review will be done by early April. 
 
There will be a flooding exercise with FEMA Region I on Thursday, March 8, 2007 
which will be an all-day event.  We will stand up the EOC.  I do not know if we will 
reach out to our partners to man it but people are certainly welcome to stop by to 
see the EOC functioning. 
 
NEW BUSINESS Joe Salter-TSA is moving out of the airport and has moved into 
rail.  Had a great deal of cooperation with the State Police, Bristol Police 
Department and the  RI Bomb Squad, who were present throughout all of the 
Amtrak stations during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.  US Attorney’s 
Office has also stepped up to the plate.  We are also looking to expand this to other 
modes of transportation including highway shippers etc.  We are possibly looking to 
go to the ferries this summer. 
 
Bob Thorne-I think in terms of reports I think that it is natural to evolve toward a 
Transportation Security Working Group which would legitimize our participation 
at this table.  We could make a monthly report on transportation security issues.  
 
This vote will be placed on the February 27, 2007 Agenda
 
Tom-Kilday-Last month I was invited to an Education Working Group which was 
geared towards preparedness.  It looked like a work group based out of Domestic 
Preparedness. If they are going to function as a work group and meet with us on a 
monthly basis, I think that this group should be represented at the Domestic 
Preparedness meetings.  I will inquire from Dave who they can send to this meeting.  
I will ask to James or Bob Seltzer if they have any comments in this regard. 
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Bob Seltzer-It is a School Emergency Planning Committee and they are meeting 
tomorrow.  This group will reach out to all school districts in the state; therefore, I 
feel that they should have a tie in to this committee. 
 
Bob Warren-In November Nathan spoke about redesigning this whole committee.  I 
don’t know how many working groups we can have.  We need to change our 
structure. 
 
Tom Kilday-It was mentioned that we need to do some kind of a Hurricane 
Preparedness Conference in Block Island, and he has someone at DOH working on 
this.  Tom will be getting in touch with Larry Macedo about this. 
 
Bob Warren-as far as the grants go, Rhode Island will be getting 1.8 million dollars 
in their EMPG this year.  This is an increase of about $200,000.  We submitted a 
budget to Region I which has been approved.  This year we increased the funding to 
½ million dollars.  Last year we gave $357,000 to the local communities to run their 
program. They had to submit their projects to us by Friday.  This year the grant is 
project based. 
  
The DHS grant is due in April.  We hope to get it to the DHS the 2nd week of March.  
The Stakeholder group has met three times.  We are taking in proposals from 
various state agencies and various local entities.  Traditionally we support our local 
response teams.  We were not happy with our Enhancement Plan so we are 
rewriting it and we will resubmit it.  Because we are looking at a 5.6% decrease in 
funding we are hoping to break even this year. 
 
The other big news is that Providence was designated as the UASI which opens us 
up to more funding.  We are competing with 39 cities and towns for about $300 
million plus.  In the last few days we have been working very closely with the 
Mayor’s office in Providence.  UASI committee will decide where the rest of the 
funding will go and basically will follow the MMRS (Metropolitan Medical 
Response System).  This covers nine areas around Providence and also covers risk 
based areas.  We are worried about the reservoir which we will address and there  is 
a working group looking at this.  A policy group made up of a representative from 
each one of those communities and the Mayor’s office will oversee policy and we 
have working groups under them from police, fire, EMA and communications who 
will take a look at this and come up with a budget. 
 
Micoplasma Pneumonia Event -I feel that it went very well using the Unified 
Command System. Last week I gave a report to the Region I Directors and the 
Region I staff at FEMA, and everyone was impressed back by how we approached 
the incident.  Yesterday I received a call from Art Cleaves from FEMA telling me 
that there was a lot of talk in New England and how EMA, and DOH worked very 
well together.   
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Bob Warren-We are going to set up a Mutual Aid Pact within Region I so that the 
IMT Teams can move as needed.  As far as our Mobile Command Center is 
concerned, if Maine gets another ice storm, we will be able to send 5-6 people with 
the vehicle to Maine to run the incident.  Chief Wentworth is just starting to get into 
the communication meetings and how we can work with communications and work 
this out.  We also need a Mutual Aid Pact in house so that if my Mobile Command 
vehicle is out of state or being repaired we can call on Cumberland, Providence or 
Bristol and use theirs. 
 
Carol Kent mentioned that she learned a lot being the Safety Officer and that she 
has to come up with a Safety Plan for the Scituate Barracks. 
 
Chief Seltzer-I was here on Tuesday and then Chief Hoxie took my place.  We had 
to go out and do blood samples and throat swabs on about 50 children.  We took fire 
service people and town employees and sent them with the DOH people and got it all 
done.  From a community perspective, as far as the EOC providing us with the 
service we needed, it worked out excellently.  We had a briefing every afternoon in 
Coventry at 2:30 with the town manager, school superintendent, and EMA director 
and those who needed to be involved.  When we last met, we were very happy as far 
how things turned out. 
 
April 30 - May 10, 2007 there will be an event going on called Arden Sentry 07 (AS 
07)which is a military driven nationwide functional exercise to test the military in 
maxed out situations. FEMA Region 1 agreed to fold it’s quarterly exercise into this 
one.  AS 07  will begin with a hurricane hitting New England (which is all we will be 
concerned with).  Then a nuclear emergency will occur in Illinois and also a 
terrorist attack on the pipeline in Alaska.  We are the host agency for FEMA Region 
I.  We will fully stand up the EOC May 4th and 5th most likely.  FEMA is going to 
deploy the ERT -A team into the EOC and stand up a full JFO at the Newport Navy 
base.  The hurricane will make landfall on May 4th, 2007.  There was a meeting in 
San Diego last week and there is another one in March to finalize this event.  Point 
of contact is Dan McElhinney from Region I @ (617) 956.7567. 
 
Tall Ships will be held on June 27, 2007 and the Parade of Sails is July 1, 2007. 
 
Joe Salter mentioned that Tom Powers from the Secret Service mom passed away 
and he is in New Jersey at this time. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at ll:02 am. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING WILL BE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 
2007 AT 10:00AM. 
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