
In accordance with notice to members of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council, a meeting was 
held on Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in Conference Room A, Administration Building, One Capitol 
Hill, Providence, RI. 
 
MEMBERS present 
 
Michael Tikoian, Chair 
Paul Lemont, Vice Chair 
David Abedon 
Michael Sullivan 
Bruce Dawson 
Ray Coia 
Don Gomez 
Robert G. Driscoll 
 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
 
Grover J. Fugate, Executive Director 
David S. Reis, Supervising Environmental Scientist 
Brian Goldman, Legal Counsel 
 
 
1. Chair Tikoian called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and submitted a brief statement on the Council’s 

permitting process to the record. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
  
 Mr. Coia motioned, seconded by Mr. Sullivan, to approve minutes of previous meeting, September 8, 2009. 

Motion to approve minutes was carried on unanimous voice vote. 
 
3. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
 There were no subcommittee reports. 
  
 
4. STAFF REPORTS 
 
 Mr. Fugate announced to the Council that the Ocean SAMP Subcommittee held an informational meeting on 

Block Island to give a presentation on current status and also to be available for public comment.  Mr. Fugate 
stated that the meeting was very successful.  Mr. Fugate also announced to the Council that the Obama 
administrative issued an executive order requiring a task force be put together of approx 20 federal agencies to 
come up with an ocean policy framework for federal government, and within 180 days of their formation they 
were to come up with a network for framework for marine spatial planning for the Federal Government.  Mr. 
Fugate stated that the task force are holding five regional workshops or hearings, and have chosen to do their 
hearing for the East Coast in Providence.  Mr. Fugate elaborated on the schedule of events for the workshop 
and that the Rhode Island program is being highlighted as the national model for everybody to follow. 

 
 
5. CHAIR TIKOIAN READ THROUGH THE AGENDA TO SEE WHICH APPLICANTS/ ATTORNEYS 

WERE PRESENT. 
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6. APPLICATIONS REQUESTING WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION BEFORE THE FULL 

COUNCIL FOR DECISION: 
 

2008-08-104  BANK OF AMERICA TRUSTEE – Construct and maintain a 130’ x 20’ cobble filled 
gabion revetment with 12” layer of crushed washed stone wrapped with mirafi geotextile fabric. The 
structure will be covered with sand to create a 2/1 slope from the existing grade to the finished grade of 
14’ NAVD 88. The structure will abut the existing soft structure made of sand filled coir fiber envelopes. 
The structure will extend across the two adjacent properties to the west. The project area is located on 
an undeveloped barrier on Type 1 waters and will extend unto the coastal beach.  Located at plat 92-4, 
lot 10; 392 B & C Cards Pond Road, South Kingstown, RI. 
 
2008-08-105  CLIVE & DANIEL DUVAL – Construct and maintain a 100’ x 20’ cobble filled gabion 
revetment with 12” layer of crushed washed stone wrapped with mirafi geotextile fabric. The structure 
will be covered with sand to create a 2/1 slope from the existing grade to the finished grade of 14’ NAVD 
88. The structure will abut the existing soft structure made of sand filled coir fiber envelopes. The 
structure will extend across the two adjacent properties to the east. The project area is located on an 
undeveloped barrier on Type 1 waters and will extend unto the coastal beach.   Located at plat 92-4, lot 
8; 392 F Cards Pond Road, South Kingstown, RI. 
 
2008-08-106  HARRIET HARRIS – Construct and maintain a 100’ x 20’ cobble filled gabion revetment 
with 12” layer of crushed washed stone wrapped with mirafi geotextile fabric. The structure will be 
covered with sand to create a 2/1 slope from the existing grade to the finished grade of 14’ NAVD 88. The 
structure will abut the existing soft structure made of sand filled coir fiber envelopes. The structure will 
extend across the adjacent properties to the east and west. The project area is located in an undeveloped 
barrier on Type 1 waters and will extend unto the coastal beach.  Located at plat 92-4, lot 9; 392 D & E 
Cards Pond Road, South Kingstown, RI. 

 
 John Garrahy, Esq., representing the applicants, made a request on behalf of the applicants to withdraw the 

applications.  Mr. Sullivan motioned, seconded by Mr. Lemont, to grant withdrawal request.  Motion carried on 
unanimous voice vote. 

 
7. APPLICATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN OUT TO NOTICE FOR 30 DAYS AND ARE BEFORE THE 

FULL COUNCIL FOR DECISIONS. 
 

2009-05-082   CITY OF PAWTUCKET -- Conduct activities both within and adjacent to the Pawtucket 
River at the Town Landing site.  Proposed waterside improvements include the removal and 
replacement of ramp access floats, the construction of a stone revetment, the installation of a fender 
system and the installation of a new floating dock with a gangway. Landside improvements include 
landscaping and grading, the construction of a pavilion, the creation of walkways and a new parking 
area.  Located at plat 54-B, lot 827; Taft Street, Pawtucket. 

 
 Ernie Rabideau, PE, stated that he was the consulting engineer for the project but that the City would be 

sending a representative, but that he and the architect could answer any questions until the Town agent arrived.  
Mr. Reis gave the Council a brief overview of the application stating that the city proposed to conduct activities 
at the Town landing property adjacent to the Seekonk River.  Mr. Reis stated that the project included 
improvements such as removal and replacement of stone revetment, access floats, construction of a stone 
revetment on the upstream side of the ramp, installation of a fender system at the ramp and installation of the 
line of floating docks along the seawall that borders the river.  Mr. Reis stated that landside improvements were 
proposed as well which consisted of site grading and removal of existing vegetation followed by extensive 
landscaping with native plants, construction of a new parking area adjacent to Taft Street, construction of 



 
CRMC Semimonthly Meeting Minutes 
September 22, 2009 
Page Three 

 
walkways, a drainage system, stormwater treatment system and stabilization of an existing drainage channel 
and construction of remaining walls and a pavilion.  Mr. Reis stated that staff recommended approval of 
project.  Mr. Sullivan stated that RIDEM has issued a Water Quality Certification on July 13, 2009 and 
motioned approval of application.  Motion seconded by Mr. Lemont.  Mr. Gomez asked about parking areas 
and whether it would accommodate boat trailers and if this met CRMC standards.  Mr. Reis stated that there 
were no standards for this type of facility and that the spaces proposed is considered reasonable for use and the 
paved parking area is being managed property.  Mr. Gomez stated that the staff report was excellent.  Motion 
carried on unanimous voice vote. 

 
8. Public Hearing on changes to Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program: 
 
 Chair Tikoian opened the public hearing on the CRMC Program Changes. 
 

MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES  
 
Section 4.3.2 – Schedule of Fees/Applications for Council Assent: 
 
4.3.2.a.  New Residential Boating Facility (pier/dock):  $500 $1,500 
4.3.2.j.   Beach Vehicle Permits: 
 - in state vehicle registration, annual:  $50 $100 

- out of state vehicle registration, annual:   $100 $200 
4.3.2.m.  Structural Shoreline Protection Facilities shall be charged an application fee as follows:  

1.  New structural shoreline protection facilities shall be charged an application fee of $750 
$1,500 for the first 100 linear feet and $10 $15 per linear foot thereafter. 
2. Maintenance to structural shoreline protection facilities shall be charged an application 
fee in accordance with (g) (f) above. 

 
 Mr. Fugate gave brief overview of the changes to the Council stating it was suggested by the Department of 

Administration that our fee schedule be updated to generate some additional revenue for the state.  Mr. Fugate 
stated that the updates to the fee schedule as been under consideration of the Policy and Planning 
Subcommittee for a while and that it is hoped that the proposed fee schedule changes would pose very little 
problems for most individuals.  Chair Tikoian asked for public response and hearing none, closed the public 
hearing.  Mr. Lemont motioned, seconded by Mr. Sullivan, to approve programmatic changes.  Chair Tikoian 
stated for the record that he had reservations about this at the subcommittee level but he would vote with the 
majority on the Council level. Mr. Coia asked about the new dock fees.  Chair Tikoian stated that Mr. Fugate 
and Mr. Willis did an extensive analysis of CRMC application history and felt that these areas would generate 
the most money in the quickest fashion.  Mr. Fugate stated that CRMC has not adjusted their fees since 1992.  
Motion on the floor to approve fee adjustments was carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 
METRO BAY SPECIAL AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
 Chair Tikoian opened public hearing on the Metro Bay SAMP proposed changes.  Mr. Fugate gave brief 

overview of changes stating that there were a couple of additions and some changes to existing table within 
Section 150.  Mr. Fugate stated that the changes are to make clear that any application must comply with the 
15% of vegetative cover and the 100% stormwater, so it was a clarification where there was a little uncertainty.  
Chair Tikoian asked for discussion and hearing none, closed the public hearing.  Mr. Lemont motioned, 
seconded by Mr. Coia, approval of changes and additions.  Motion carried on unanimous voice vote. 
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11. Category “A” List and Enforcement report August 2009 

 
None were held. 

 
12. Scheduling of Council meeting: 
 
 Chair Tikoian asked Council members to check their schedules for the next two October meetings to make 

sure a quorum was available.  It was decided to hold the meeting on Tuesday, October 20th, 2009 pending the 
use of the Conference Room C. 

 
 
There being no further business to discuss. The hearing was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
       Grover Fugate, Executive Director 
 
        Reported by Lisa A. Mattscheck 

 


