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In accordance with notice to members of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management 
Council, a meeting was held on Tuesday, August 8, 2006 at 6:00 PM at the Narragansett Bay 
Commission Boardroom – One Service Road, Providence, RI. 
 
MEMBERS 
 
Mike Tikoian, Chair 
Paul Lemont, Vice Chair 
Ray Coia 
Dave Abedon 
Bruce Dawson 
Neill Gray 
Dir. Michael Sullivan 
  
STAFF PRESENT 
 
Grover Fugate, CRMC Executive Director  
 
Ken Anderson, CRMC Senior Engineer 
 
Brian Goldman, Legal Counsel 
 
1. Chair Tikoian called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.  

 
Chair Tikoian noted that this agenda had been carried over from the July 25th meeting 
and  was a repeated agenda with the exception of the Marine Resources Development 
Plan (MRDP) update.   
 
Chair Tikoian made a brief statement on the council’s permitting process 
 

2. READING OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
 

Mr. Coia, seconded by Mr. Gray moved approval of the minutes of the June 27, 2006 
meeting.  The motion was carried on a unanimous voice vote.         
 

3. STAFF REPORTS 
 

Mr. Fugate reported that as required by the regulations when they issue an experimental 
aquaculture permit they need to report it to the full council.  Mr. Fugate said they have 
issued an experimental aquaculture permit file No. 2006-5-54 to DEM/NOAH.  Mr. Alves 
explained that this was an extension of Bay Scallop Restoration Project funded by the 
North Cape fund which has been very successful. 
 
Chair Tikoian thanked council members for coming to the 2nd meeting this month to 
handle the state’s business though they were scheduled to have one meeting per month 
during the summertime for July and August.  Chair Tikoian said there was a lot of state 
business last month which has been carried over to this meeting. 
 
Chair Tikoian updated council members on a change he has been working with the 
executive director with regard to the changes as a result of the Marine Resource 
Development Plan (MRDP).           

4. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
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Vice Chair Lemont reported on the P&P subcommittee proposed changes and revisions 
from the July 18th and August 1st meetings to the RICRMP – Section 300.4.B.13 
Recreational Boating Facilities – Outhauls; Section 300.4.E.3(s) – Recreational Boating 
Facilities and Standards; Section 300.1.4.B.9 – Maintenance of Structures and 
Standards; Section 300.4 Recreational Boating Facilities - Urban Coastal Greenways 
Providence River SAMP developing a new initiative for Providence River SAMP ; 
Revisions to  Section 300.4.B.13 policies having to do with outhauls; Section 300.4.E 
new section for standards, Section 300.1.4.B.9; Section 210.7 having to do with dunes 
within the dunes 50’ setbacks; Section 300.4 Recreational Boating Facilities – Urban 
Coastal Greenways and SAMP.  Vice Chair requested that these changes and revisions 
be accepted by the council and reported out for the 30 day public notice period and 
placed on the next available agenda.   
  

5. Chairman’s Report 
 
 Chair Tikoian informed council members back in June he had indicated to council 

members that as a result of the MRDP the council was going to implement a change 
how the council was going to conduct itself.  Chair Tikoian said the council has two 
semi-monthly meetings which are all application permitting and very little policy and most 
of the policy decision making / recommendations are done at the P&P subcommittee 
level and then brought to the full council for approval.  Chair Tikoian said the MRDP 
suggests that the full council start engaging more in the policy decision and start 
engaging other agencies such as DEM, DOH, EDC, Narragansett Bay Commission and 
work in conjunction with the Cooperation Team that now has a new Chair.  Chair Tikoian 
said at the June meeting he indicated that he would work with Mr. Fugate to come up 
with some potential policy changes on how they would make procedural changes so that 
the decisions are held at the council level and voted on at this level.  Chair Tikoian 
stated that he met with CRMC staff introduced the same concept with them and asked 
them for ideas they may have and suggest those ideas to the executive director for 
ultimate consideration by the council.  Chair Tikoian said ideas like one permit meeting 
and one policy a month, education training and outreach meeting; moving more permits / 
incidental permits to the executive director for his approval and if he denied to the full 
council for appellant; eliminating the policy and planning subcommittee and have all 
policy planning done purely at the CRMC level; eliminating the dock subcommittee 
having those incidental docks at subcommittee level approved by the executive director; 
and ideas/suggestions for ultimate consideration by the full council.  Chair Tikoian said 
this was what was discussed with staff and this was brought up at the last meeting.   
Chair Tikoian said he also introduced this at the Policy and Planning meeting to solicit 
ideas.  Chair Tikoian said as a result of this they are here this evening to have a 
presentation on the MRDP and how that the MRDP is going to be the document to get 
the council to this level and hopefully they can get some of these policy discussions to 
begin in September or October with the goal of September.             

  
 Chair Tikoian introduced the CRMC policy staff, read some of their background and the 

number of years they have been with CRMC so that everyone could meet the policy 
people who come up with the policy ideas: Jeff Willis, CRMC Deputy Director; 
Jim Boyd, CRMC Coastal Policy Analyst, Megan Higgins, CRMC – co-Chair of RI 
Habitat Restoration Team; Kevin Cute, CRMC Marine Resource Specialist; Dan Goulet, 
CRMC Dredge Coordinator; Dave Alves, CRMC Aquaculture Coordinator; Janet 
Freedman, CRMC Coastal Geologist; and Laura Rickman, CRMC Public Educator and 
Information Coordinator.   
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 Chair Tikoian also said this change would be an educational factor.  Chair Tikoian 

explained that about 2 years ago he sent a letter to Virginia Lee asking that she assess 
council and staff issues relative to educational requirements realizing the technical 
issues that come before this body when it makes its decision.  Chair Tikoian said as an 
example Virginia’s staff put together an agenda for the next five council meetings to 
come up with different areas that will be presented to the council so that council 
members will have a better read of the Red Book, the SAM Plans, etc… Chair Tikoian 
noted that there would be presentations made to the council at each meeting by different 
agencies to address these issues.   Chair Tikoian said as Chairman of this agency it 
would be his pride to lead this agency to this endeavor, asked for the council members 
support in this, and asked for their suggestions to make this work so CRMC could be a 
leader for initiatives for our coastal zone.     

  
6. MARINE RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT PLAN (MRDP) UPDATE 
 
 Virginia Lee, URI gave council members a presentation on the Marine Resources 

Development Plan (MRDP) and explained how the MRDP came about.  Ms. Lee said 
there would be an educational series given council members at the 1st meeting of each 
month.  Chair Tikoian thanked Ms. Lee for her presentation. 

 
7.   Chair Tikoian read through the agenda to see which applicants/attorneys were present. 
 

 Chair Tikoian noted that the council needed 7 members for a quorum and that he 
would have to recuse himself from voting on the Joseph DeAngelis applicants and 
the council would loose it quorum.    

 
8. CONTINUANCES: 
 
 2005-08-015  RICHARD & PATRICIA DELUCA – Construct and maintain a residential 

boating facility consisting of a 4’ x 118’ fixed timber pier, 3’ x 20’ ramp, an 8’ x 18.75’ 
float.  The application requires a variance to RICRMP Standard 200.4.E.3(s) to terminate 
float at water depth of 14 inches (18 inches required) (Float stops to be provided to 
maintain 18 inch bottom clearance).  A variance is also required from standard 
300.4.E.3(j) of 22’ to construct within 3’ of south property line extension.  Located at Plat 
117, Lot 8; 29 Esmond Avenue, North Kingstown, RI.  

 
 The applicants were not present.  Mr. Fugate stated that he had received a request from 

the applicant’s attorney seeking an ethics opinion as to whether he could represent the 
applicant.  Mr. Fugate stated that the application had been continued  

 
9. APPLICATIONS REQUESTING AN EXTENSION OF EXISTING ASSENT: 

 
Mr. Fugate explained that these applications were assent extension requests.  Mr. 
Fugate said the number of extensions given was listed on the agenda.  Mr. Fugate 
said each application had enforcement staff review and there were no problems 
with the applications.   
 
200-07-003   JAMES MATTHEWS (formerly Montaquila) – Requesting 3rd extension to 
permit for improvements to existing dwelling located at Plat 202, Lot 2; Bradford Avenue, 
Warwick, RI. 
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James Matthews, the applicant was present.  Mr. Fugate said that this was the 
applicant’s third extension request.  Chair Tikoian explained to the applicant that this 
was his 3rd and final extension request and that he would have one year to get the work 
done and if the work was not done he would have to come back to the council with a 
new application.  Mr. Matthews stated that he understood this.  Vice Chair Lemont, 
seconded by Mr. Dawson moved approval of a one-year extension of the assent. The 
motion was carried on a unanimous voice vote.   
 
2001-01-011  DOMINIC MUNAFO – Requesting 3rd extension to permit for residential 
boating facility located at Plat 3, Lot 484; 1163 North Main Road, Jamestown, RI. 
 
Dominic Munafo, the applicant was present.  Mr. Fugate said that this was the 
applicant’s third extension request.  Chair Tikoian explained to the applicant that this 
was his 3rd and final extension request and that he would have one year to get the work 
done and if the work was not done he would have to come back to the council with a 
new application.  Mr. Munafo stated that he understood this.  Vice Chair Lemont, 
seconded by Mr. Coia moved approval of a one-year extension of the assent. The 
motion was carried on a unanimous voice vote.   
 
2001-04-109  STARWOOD TIVERTON, LLC – Requesting 2nd extension to permit for 
construction of waterfront commercial development located west of Main Road and Old 
Main Road, opposite of Souza Road, Tiverton, RI. 
 
Richard Sherman, attorney the applicant was present on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. 
Fugate stated that this was the applicant’s 2nd extension request.  Vice Chair Lemont, 
seconded by Mr. Coia moved approval of a one-year extension of the assent. 
 
2001-07-078  JAMES PATRICK – Requesting 3rd extension of permit for construction of 
single family dwelling located at Plat 7, Lot 11-2, Private ROW off West Main Road, Little 
Compton, RI. 
 
James Patrick, the applicant was present.  Mr. Fugate said that this was the applicant’s 
third extension request.  Chair Tikoian explained to the applicant that this was his 3rd and 
final extension request and that he would have one year to get the work done and if the 
work was not done he would have to come back to the council with a new application.  
Mr. Patrick stated that he understood this.  Vice Chair Lemont, seconded by Mr. Coia 
moved approval of a one-year extension of the assent. The motion was carried on a 
unanimous voice vote.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. APPLICATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN OUT TO NOTICE FOR 30 DAYS AND ARE 

BEFORE THE FULL COUNCIL FOR DECISION: 
 

2006-06-112  ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY/Oyster Gardening Program – 
Educational project for conducting “Oyster Gardening” located at various undetermined 
dock sites in Rhode Island coastal waters. 
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Steve Patterson, Roger Williams University, the applicant was present.  Mr. Alves gave 
council members a brief summary on the application.  Mr. Alves stated that this was a 
Category A permit which do not usually come before the council   Mr. Alves said this was 
unusual as they would have up to 20-sites for an oystering gardening project and it 
would be funded as part of the RI Aquaculture Initiative.  Mr. Alves said the project was 
to educate landowners and dock owners about aquaculture and the roll of shellfish in the 
environment.   Mr. Alves stated that staff recommended approval of the application with 
the standard staff stipulations.  Chair Tikoian asked what the variance was and what was 
the regulation on this.  Mr. Alves explained that aquacultures are usually 1-site of 1,000 
s.f and that this was 16 locations at 200 s.f.  Director Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Coia 
moved approval of the application with all staff stipulations and the variance.  The motion 
was carried on a unanimous voice vote.    
 
2005-12-052  STEPHEN MECCA – Construct and maintain a residential boating facility 
to consist of a 4’ x 200’ fixed timber pier, with a 4’ x 20’ fixed lower access platform.  The 
proposed dock will extend to 100-feet beyond mean low water (MLW) requiring a 
variance to RICRMP Section 300.4.  Located at Plat 2, Lot 247, 5 Aquidneck Court, 
Jamestown, RI. 
  
Stephen Mecca, the applicant was present.  Mr. Anderson gave council members a brief 
summary on the application.  Mr. Anderson stated that the application was for a fixed 
timber pier with an “L” terminus and that the application required a 50’ length variance.  
Mr. Anderson said staff had no objection to the application and recommended approval 
of the application.  Mr. Gray asked what the MHW elevation to the grade was under the 
structure.  Mr. Mecca replied there was 14’ elevation and that he used the Burdick and 
Short Method in designing the dock.  Mr. Anderson replied that the height at MHW is 10 
½ feet.   Mr. Mecca felt the three stipulations recommended by staff biologist were 
reasonable and agreed to them.  Mr. Mecca had a question on the engineer’s stipuation 
regarding the small storage rack on his property and asked that it be removed.  Mr. 
Mecca said he had spoken with Mike Deveau regarding the storage rack which has been 
there for 10 ½ years and used by a number of families in the area.  Mr. Mecca said Mr. 
Deveau had no objection to the storage rack staying.  Mr. Mecca wanted to be allowed 
to keep the storage rack.   Mr. Mecca stated that he had removed the rollers as 
requested by staff.  Mr. Fugate noted that the council often approves these kinds of 
facilities administratively for canoes and kayaks.  Mr. Coia, seconded by Vice Chair 
Lemont moved approval of the application with all staff stipulations and removal of the 
engineer’s stipulation to remove the storage rack.  The motion was carried on a 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

11. APPLICATIONS CONTINUED: 
 

1990-10-040  PAUL & CATERHINE NEVILLE – (originally Water Street Realty) – 
Requesting 13th extension to permit with project location of Plat 21, Lot 4; Assonet 
Estates, Portsmouth, RI. 
 
The applicants were not present.  Chair Tikoian continued the application. 
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2001-02-023  ROBERT & MARGARET ROTANZ – Requesting 3rd extension to permit 
for razing existing buildings on lot and building single-family dwelling located at Plat 96-
1, Lot 110; Green Hill Ocean Drive, South Kingstown, RI. 
 
The applicants were not present.  Chair Tikoian continued the application. 
 
2005-01-087  DARTMOUTH HOMES, INC.  – To further subdivide “Lot 5” of a 5 lot 
subdivision granted final plat approval by the Town of Charlestown in January 2001 to 
create a sixth subdivision lot.  Located at Plat 20, Lot 91; 30 Clarkin Pond Road, 
Charlestown, RI. 
 
The applicant was not present.  A representative from the Narragansett Indian Tribe and 
Timothy Dolland, the objectors were present.  Chair Tikoian continued the application. 
 
2006-01-075  ALFRED ELSON & ANNE LEYDEN – Construct and maintain a 
residential boating facility consisting of a 4’ wide by 92’ long fixed timber pier that leads 
to a ramp that leads to a 150 square foot terminal float.  The proposed structure is to 
extend 75’ seaward of cited  Mean Low Water mark.  Variances to several RICRMP 
dock standards are required.  Located at Plat 27, Lot 32; 22 Tyler Point Road, 
Barrington, RI. 

 
Joseph DeAngelis, attorney for the applicant was present.  Penelope Manzella, an 
objector was also present.   Chair Tikoian stated that he would have to recuse himself on 
this application and therefore the council would lose its quorum and could not hear the 
application.  Chair Tikoian moved the application to the next available agenda.   
 
1995-07-232  ARCHES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION – Modification of 
existing Assent – Removal of existing 3’ x 10’ fixed pier, 3’ x 10’ ramp and three 4’ x 10’ 
floats as assent in A1995-07-032.  Construct a fixed timber pier 4’ x 65’.  The new facility 
will extend 15’ beyond the existing facility (65’ beyond mean low water).  A variance to 
RICRMP 300.4.E.3(j) is required (the facility is 6’ from the west property line extension 
and 4’ from the east property line extension, standard distance is 25’).   A variance to 
RICRMP 300.4.E(k) is required (proposed length is 65’ beyond mean low water, 
standard is 50’ beyond mean low water).  Located at Plat 10, Lot 4; 3 Arches Road, 
Charlestown, RI.        

 
Joseph DeAngelis, attorney for the applicant was present on behalf of the applicants.  
Sam Jenson and Joe Burden, the objectors were also present.  Chair Tikoian stated that 
he would have to recuse himself on this application and therefore the council would lose 
its quorum and could not hear the application.  Chair Tikoian moved the application to 
the next available agenda.   

 
2005-06-003   MICHAEL & MAUREEN ANTONELLIS – Raze and remove existing 
(uninhabitated) cottage dwelling and construct a new, two bedroom residential dwelling, 
a DEM approved individual sewage disposal systems (ISDS), install town water supply, 
relocate drainage pipe, permeable driveway, associated utilities and grading.  Located at 
Plat 40, Lot 30A; 312 Prospect Lane, Portsmouth, RI. 
  

 Sean Coffey, attorney for the applicants was present on behalf of the applicants. Joseph 
DeAngelis, attorney for the objectors was also present.  Chair Tikoian stated that he 
would have to recuse himself on this application and therefore the council would lose its 
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quorum and could not hear the application.  Chair Tikoian moved the application to the 
next available agenda.   
   

12. Enforcement Report –June, 2006 
 
 There were none held. 
 
13. Category “A” List 
 
 There were no Category A’s held.  
 
 
   There being no further business before the council the meeting, the council adjourned  
 At 7:10 p.m.   

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Grover Fugate 
       Executive Director CRMC 
 
       Reported by Lori A. Field 
 

 
 

 


