
RHODE ISLAND CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE BOARD 

	

MINUTES OF MEETING

MAY 25, 2005

	

The Open Session of the Rhode Island Clinical Laboratory Science

Board was called to order at 2:00 p.m. on the above date in Room 104,

Cannon Building, Department of Health, Three Capitol Hill,

Providence, Rhode Island, pursuant to the applicable provisions of

the Open Meeting Law, so called, and other applicable provisions of

the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island, as amended.  A

quorum was established.

Board members in attendance:

	Hon Fong L. Mark, Ph.D., F.A.C.M.G.

	James Sung, MD

	Gerald Lefebvre

	Gail Fracassa

	

Staff members in attendance:

	Donna Dickerman

	Charles Alexandre

	Nancy Hines



Others in attendance:

	Jane Edwards, Biosite Incorporated

	Howard Kirchik, MD, Biosite Incorporated

	

Minutes of the meeting held February 3, 2005 were reviewed.   Gail

Fracassa entered a motion to accept the minutes as presented. 

Gerald Lefebvre seconded the motion, with unanimous agreement

from remaining members.

The Board reviewed and unanimously approved an application for

Frederick Shakir for licensure as a Clinical Laboratory Scientist

(Molecular Diagnostics).

A meeting was held with representatives, Jane Edwards and Howard

Kirchik, MD, from Biosite Incorporated.  Biosite requested a

declaratory ruling from the Department to permit licensed health care

professionals other than laboratory personnel to use its point-of-care

Triage test systems.  Biosite requested the ruling be applied to

registered nurses, certified nurse practitioners, physician assistants

and respiratory 
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care practitioners.  Biosite representatives provided a comprehensive

presentation on the Triage instrument along with a product

demonstration.  The presentation included purpose and benefits of

the instrument, ease of use, training and quality controls.  Members

expressed concern regarding the scope of practice of other health

care professionals as it relates to the use of the Biosite testing

instrument.  A review of the nursing law found a broad scope of

practice, which does not prevent licensees from performing the tests

associated with the Triage System.  Members also noted respiratory

care practitioners would not be performing the tests demonstrated of

the Triage System.  On a motion entered by C. James Sung, MD,

seconded by Gail Fracassa, with agreement from remaining

members, the Board agreed with the request for use of the Biosite

instrument by the health professionals requested, with the exception

of respiratory care practitioners.

Upon a motion entered by C. James Sung, MD, seconded by Gerald

Lefebvre, the board entered Executive Session pursuant to Sections

42-46-4 and 42-46-5 (a)(1)(4) to review the minutes of February 3,

2005.  Upon completion of Executive Session business, the Board

returned to Open Session.  

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 pm.  The next meeting is scheduled to

be held on August 25, 2005.



Respectfully Submitted, 

Donna Dickerman

Board Administrator

Health Professions Regulation


