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Rhode Island Emergency Management Advisory Council

MINUTES
June 14, 2005
2:00 PM

The Rhode Island Emergency Management Headquarters
645 New London Ave. — Cranston, RI

Agenda

Call to Order/Attendance

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 2:05 PM. In attendance were:

Steven Kenney, NUWC Jim Lowrimore, Portsmouth EMA
Bob Thorne, 754 Peter Popko, USCG MSO

Diana Arcand, RIEMA Todd Manni, Providence EMA
Marelyn A. Sayles, RI DEA Janice McClanaghan, RISEO
Thomas S. McMillan, Exeter EMA Al Araujo, Pawtucket EMA
Cathy Duquette, HARI Thomas Kilday, HEALTH

Mike Mulhare, RIDEM Robert Warren, Cranston EMA
Lori Adamo, Code Red BES James Lanni, DRUC

Darren H. Delaney, RISP Joseph S. Salter, 754

Ray LaBelle, E-911 Gregory Scungio, E-911

Glenn A. Field, NWS Taunton Albert Tardie, Gov. Comm. on Dis.
John Fulton, HEALTH Tom Gardner, 7SA4

Approval of Minutes from May 10, 2005

The chairman requested the approval of the previous meeting minutes from May 10, 2005 pending
any corrections. The minutes were approved.

Introduction
A. Comments from the Chairman
Lt. Governor Charles J. Fogarty

Chairman Fogarty began the meeting by asking about the status of RIEMA’s request for 5
additional FTE’s. Diana Arcand responded that while the request was put in the budget there is no
word at this time on their status. He then asked about the status on a new EMA director. Ms.
Arcand responded that there have been interviews but no decision has been made. Chairman
Fogarty expressed his concern that there has been such a long period now without a permanent
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director. Lt. Governor Fogarty asked about the status of the new Command Center. Ms. Arcand
responded that the center is a priority item for FY2006.

Hurricane Season 2005 / StormReadyg — Glenn Field, National Weather Service

Mr. Field was introduced to discuss both the upcoming hurricane season and StormReadyg. Mr.
Field stated that 12-15 major storms are expected to make landfall this year. This is due to a
warmer wind shear and sea surface temperature. He noted that it is the northern half of a storm
(above the eye) that people must be concerned with, as it has more force than the southern half.

Mr. Field stated that Rhode Island must be aware of the danger presented by rip currents. For the
period from 1994-2003, rip currents were the number two cause of fatalities, ahead of floods,
tornadoes, lightning, hurricanes and sharks and second only to heat.

Mr. Field introduced StormReadyg, a certification process from National Weather Service that is
community based. It was announced that Smithfield is near certification and that Providence is
also working towards certification.

Chairman Fogarty thanked Mr. Field for his presentation. He hoped that this meeting was used as
an outreach to other communities in the state and he noted that the more prepared we are, the
better off we are. The Lt. Governor voiced his concern that because it has been such a long period
of time since Rhode Island has had a hurricane that citizens will not treat warnings seriously
enough and not evacuate when necessary, should a serious hurricane arrive.

Avian Flu Update/West Nile Virus — John Fulton, Ph.D.
Associate Director of Health, Division of Disease Prevention
and Control, Rhode Island Department of Health

Dr. Fulton announced that over 100 cases of HSN1 have been diagnosed in Asia. It has spread to
mammals in Southeast Asia, and cats and pigs in China. The wider a spread in mammals, the
more likely it will spread in humans. There are already several confirmed cases of human to
human transition in southeast Asia, although this transmission still seems to be significantly more
difficult than bird to human transmission.

There have been no known cases of HSN1 in the United States. The CDC updates these statistics
frequently. Dr. Fulton attended a CDC update in Boston and learned that the US is stockpiling the
Tamiflu (Oseltamivir) antiviral. As it stands now, Rhode Island will receive approximately 7,000
doses of Tamiflu should something major occur. The time period of the Avian Flu is
approximately 8 weeks and will infect 1/5 of the population. Smaller countries have ordered
larger numbers of this antiviral than the US has. Dr. Fulton stated that one treatment of Tamiflu
costs $60. Great Britain has requested enough for 25% of the population, in contrast the United
States has enough on hand for 1%.

Dr. Fulton clarified that should the Avian Flu appear, it will appear during the flu season. The
Director of Health has convened a panel to assess the feasibility of the state stockpiling
Oseltamivir. Should the Governor declare a state of emergency, the Department of Health would
takeover the distribution of any antiviral.

The Lt. Governor noted his intention to formally recommend to Dr. Gifford, director of the
Department of Health, that the state to whatever is necessary to be properly prepared for an
outbreak of the Avian Flu.

Regarding the West Nile virus, there have been no early cases. Dr. Fulton stated that there was a
miscalculation and that the DEM does not at the current time have enough money for the
larvacide, which helps stop spread of the virus. Money is needed to cover 4 months of the season.
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At the time of this meeting, only June was covered for the larvacide. A request was put into the
legislature to take care of this gap ($112,775).

Pictometry Update — Ray Labelle, £-911

Pictometry is the world's largest digital, oblique aerial photography company. The company
develops and markets a sophisticated, integrated information system that allows users to have
high-resolution images of neighborhoods, landmarks, roads, and complete municipalities from
multiple views at the click of a mouse.

Warwick, Cranston, Providence and Newport have had aerial images taken and digitized and those
four communities have been mapped out. Mr. Labelle announced that a training will be taking
place on the 22™ at 10:00. The State Police asked if SWAT would be able to access Pictometry on
site, the answer was yes.

NEDRIX - Lori Adamo, Code Red Business Continuity Services, LLC

Lori Adamo was introduced and announced that NEDRIX was beginning to form a chapter in
Rhode Island. It is a private/public notification system committed to fostering more effective
disaster recovery and business continuity plans through meeting that promote the exchange of
ideas and experiences among its members. It is free to join and NEDRIX is looking to increase its
membership in Rhode Island.

EMA Update — John Aucott, RIEMA
Over the last few months there have been HAZMAT, Hurricane and WMD trainings in RI. There
also has been an approved state mitigation plan.

Adjournment
The Lt. Governor motioned to adjourn and the motion was seconded. The meeting adjourned at
3:45P.M.



