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Governors Insurance Council 
Minutes of Meeting, March 22, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Cristie Hanaway at 8:30 a.m. and held at 
the office of Independent Insurance Agents of Rhode Island, 2400 Post Road, Warwick, RI. 

I. Introductions, Attendance 

Attendance was taken and each member or guest introduced himself or herself.  Members 
in attendance were Larry Alan, Donald F. Baldini, Doug Brown, Daniel Bryant, Eric Dupont, 
Elizabeth Dwyer, Cristie Hanaway, Michael Lynch, Mark A. Male, Terry Martiesian, Genevieve 
Martin, Frank O’Brien, and Bob Suglia. 

Interested parties in attendance were Henry Boeniger, Alison Cooper, Melissa Darigan, 
Joel Foos, Susan Giacalone, Brian Goldman, Lynne Grinsell, Tim Knapp, Jennifer Morrison, 
Sean O’Connor, Patricia Octeau, Cate Paolino, David Pellegrino, Jacqueline Plante, Jay Swiatek, 
Ernest Shaghalian, Jr., Joe Torti and Amy Vitale.   

II.   Antitrust Admonition  

 Chairperson Hanaway provided the antitrust admonition. 

III.   Approval of minutes: 

• Motion:  To approve the minutes for February 23, 2016 

• Vote:  Motion carried  

IV. Reports from Ex-Officio Members and Discussion 

 a)  Governor’s Office – No report 

b)  Attorney General – Gen Martin reported that the Attorney General’s Office has 
submitted rebuttal to recent NCCI filing.  NCCI had filed for a 4.9% workers compensation rate 
decrease; the A.G. has proposed a 13.9% rate reduction.  

  c) Department of Business Regulation Update:  Superintendent Dwyer provided an 
update: 

• Donna Arabian has recently retired from Producer Licensing.  

• Examiners in charge will be working remotely from DBR, and no longer setting 
up offices at the location of companies they are examining. 

• March 29th will be “DBR Night” at the State House and all bills on the House side 
will be posted that night in House Corporations Committee.   
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• The only insurance bill is the Corporate Governance and Flood Surplus Line 
HB7442 and SB2785. 

• Regulation 21 – Medical Malpractice Insurance has been approved and filed with 
the Secretary of State’s office, to be effective March 21, 2016. 

• Regulation 108 – Regulation has been submitted to the Office of Regulatory 
Review, and was effective on March 17, 2016. 

• Commercial Licensing Regulations relating to auto body shops became effective 
March 17, 2016.   

• There were no bulletins or consumer alerts issued by the Department.   

• Legislation and other matters of interest:   

• TNC’s – The PUC has not filed any bills as of yet.  There are several bills 
filed by the taxi companies to restrict UBERs operations. 

 d) Department of Labor and Training Update:  No report.  

 e) Commerce Department:  No report. 

V. Legislative Updates:   

a) P&C:  Bob Suglia indicated they have been waiting for TNC bills to be introduced.   

Bills of interest we continue to follow are:     

• H7412 /S2315 – Makes refusing to compensate a claimant for loss of use of a 
rental vehicle an unfair claims practice.   

• H7837 – Prohibits insurers from stopping rental payment until 7 days after vehicle 
owner receives payment of agreed FMV for total loss.   

• H7712/S2424 – Authorizes auto dealers to issue guaranteed asset protection 
coverage without it being regulated as an insurance product.   

• H7843 – Regulates auto dealers in the conduct of the business of insurance.   

• H7470 – Prohibits use of credit scores, occupation or education level in auto 
rating. 

• H7587 - Prevents an applicant’s credit history in determining auto insurance rates.   

• H7252 – Removes exemption to the deceptive trade practices act for DBR 
regulated businesses.   
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• H7279 – Bars insurance adjusters and contractors from premises under 
investigation by the fire marshal until premises are released. 

• H7762 – Requires insurance company to reveal limits of liability coverage to a 
party making claim for personal injury or property damage.   

• H7783 – Provides a farm vehicle which is covered by an insurance policy with 
farm liability coverage meets the minimum insurance requirement for on road use.   

• H7321/S2231 – Creates an electronic automobile insurance 
confirmation/compliance system including use of license plate readers.  This bill 
is schedule for consideration in House Corporations later today. 

• H7842 – Requires insurance companies to annually file corporate governance 
disclosure form with DBR.   

• H7125/S2011 – Misc. amendment regarding life insurance policy 
cancellation/conversion/ protection for armed forces in auto insurance. 

• S2228 – Requires the director of business regulation to respond to complaints 
within 30 days of receipt of insurer’s response.   

• H7707/S2600 – Reduces the time a person who stores personal information has to 
disclose a breach from 45 days to 14 days.   

b) Workers Compensation:  Michael Lynch reported that the Workers Compensation 
Advisory Council will meet on Wednesday and review the following items:    

1. Travel and transportation expense reimbursement; 

2. Providing temporary employees a right to sue for injuries; 

3. Disfigurement benefits; and 

4. Increase COLA’s for dependents.  

Three bills of note are SB2586, relating to the uninsured employer fund, HB7836, 
independent contractors registration fee, and HB7666/SB2650, adding an acupuncturist to the 
Medical Advisory Board.  

The judicial vacancies continue while court continues with 20 pre-trial cases per day.  
Following discussion of this issue, the following action was taken:   

• Motion made and seconded to authorized the Chair to send a letter to the 
Governor regarding the need for speed appointments of judges to the Workers 
Compensation Court.   

• Vote:  Motioned carried, Gen Martin and Beth Dwyer abstained. 
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Mike Lynch offered to draft a letter for the Chair to circulate to the committee members for 
approval prior to sending.   

 Mike Lynch also provided an update from DLT, indicating that DLT is working on a 
revised medical fee schedule for a June 1, 2016 effective date.   

c) Health:  Terry Martiesian reported tracking over 100 bills separate from budget 
articles.  One primary issue of concern is opiod abuse issues.  Bills of interest include: SB2510, 
HB7163, HB7368, HB7474, and HB7784.     

d) Life:  Dan Bryant reported on HB7219 relating to a new state-run IRA plan for private 
sector workers, SB2011, relating to required notices for individual life insurance policies and 
group life insurance conversion and SB2187 relating to group annuities. 

VI.   Other Business:   Consideration was made to members for suggesting to bring a speaker 
of any topics of interest to the group for future meetings.  Please email Chairperson Hanaway 
with any suggestions you may have.   

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:23 a.m.   

VII. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert P. Suglia 
Secretary 


