
 
 

 
City of Providence Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) Submission Public Hearing 

Meeting Minutes 

January 4, 2016 
5:30 PM 
Joseph Doorley Municipal Building 
444 Westminster Street, First Floor Meeting Room 
Providence, RI 02903 
401-680-8400 
 
Overseeing Body: City of Providence Department of Planning and Development 
 
 The meeting began at 5:31pm.  
 
Martina Haggerty, Associate Director of Special Projects for the Department of Planning and 
Development, began the meeting by reviewing the agenda which included an overview of the 
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) process, a summary presentation of the City of Providence’s 
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) submission for FFY 2017-2025, and public comment at the end 
of the presentation regarding the City of Providence’s Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) 
submission for FFY 2017-2025. Ms. Haggerty then gave an overview of the process that the State of RI 
established for the TIP and gave a brief presentation with details on the City’s highest priority project 
that they intended to include in the TIP submission to the State, as well as a listing of the other medium 
and low priority projects that the City intended to include in the TIP submission. Ms. Haggerty then 
opened the meeting up to public comment and called members of the public to speak in the order 
which they had signed up.  
 
Ken Orenstein of the River Road Seekonk River Revitalization Alliance spoke first. Mr. Orenstein 
discussed two projects that he was there to support: River Road and the Henderson Bridge. He 
discussed drainage and water pollution issues along River Road as well as the need for the project in 
order to connect to the Blackstone 1A bike path segment and recapture the waterfront for all to enjoy. 
He also discussed his desire for the 6-lane wide Henderson bridge , which he noted as being under used 
and oversized, to be replaced with a more appropriately scaled local bridge to better serve bicyclists, 
transit users, and pedestrians. Mr. Orenstein noted that the ramps to the oversized bridge were 
disruptive and encourage cars to speed.  
 
Dan Baudouin, Executive Director of the Providence Foundation, spoke next. Mr. Baudouin spoke in 
support of CityWalk, the train station hub, and the dredging of the rivers. He asked that the City 
consider supporting a pedestrian wayfinding project in Downtown. Ms. Haggerty responded that the 
City would be happy to support a pedestrian wayfinding project as part of the TIP if the Providence 
Foundation was willing to forward the information that they have gathered for the project as a TIP 

 



 
 

application to the Department of Planning and Development for inclusion in the City’s TIP submission. 
Ms. Haggerty also stated that the City could alternately write a letter of support if the Foundation 
preferred to submit their own TIP application. Mr. Baudouin asked Cliff Wood from the Downtown Park 
Conservancy to speak in more detail about a second project that they would like to have included or 
supported by the City. Mr. Wood asked the City to either submit or support a TIP project for repairs to 
the Downtown riverwalk and Waterplace Park, noting that they are a critical piece of the city’s network 
of parks and pedestrian realm. Ms. Haggerty responded that the City would be happy to support repairs 
to the riverwalk and Waterplace Park as part of the TIP if the Conservancy was willing to forward the 
information that they have gathered for the project as a TIP application to the Department of Planning 
and Development for inclusion in the City’s TIP submission. Ms. Haggerty also stated that the City could 
alternately write a letter of support if the Foundation or Conservancy preferred to submit their own TIP 
application. 
 
Peter McClure, a resident of the Jewelry District, spoke next. Mr. McClure asked if the City put in 
standards for tree pits or sidewalk widths as part of the TIP process.  Ms. Haggerty responded that this 
portion of the TIP process was only to identify potential projects for the next ten years and does not 
involve the establishment or exploration of details for individual projects.  
 
Al Dahlberg of Brown University spoke next. He discussed the importance of Downtown projects 
including City Walk, other pedestrian projects, the train station bus hub, and the enhanced bus 
circulator, to Brown University. Mr. Dahlberg then asked how the state used the rankings for each 
project as shown on the City’s prioritization sheets. Ms. Haggerty responded that she was unclear how 
the TAC subcommittees or RIDOT would use the rankings supplied by the City when deciding on their 
own rankings for projects. Mr. Dahlberg also suggested that the River Road project be ranked as high 
rather than medium due to the condition of the roadway.  
 
Alicia Lehrer from the Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council spoke next. She submitted a letter 
outlining the WRWC’s support of several projects, including the Promenade-Kinsley project. She also 
discussed other edits suggested in the letter for inclusion or broadening of projects to improve the GE 
site and the Contech site along the river.  
 
Hearing no further request for public comment, the hearing was closed and called to an end at 
approximately 6:00pm. 
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