
 
 

Governor’s Overdose Prevention and Intervention Task Force Meeting Minutes 

August 19, 2015 

Rhode Island Department of Health 

 

Task Force Members Present:  

 Dr. Alexander-Scott, DOH 

 Maria Montanaro, BHDDH 

 Representative David Bennett, RI House of Representatives 

 Dr. Gary Bubly, Emergency Department 

 Dr. Matthew Collins, BCBSRI  

 Ed D'Arezzo, DOH Medical Examiner Office 

 Thomas Davis, CVS Health 

 Nancy DeNuccio, Substance Abuse Prevention Association 

 Dr. Deidre Gifford, Medicaid 

 Traci Green, Drug Overdose, Prevention and Rescue Coalition 

 Dr. Kathleen Hittner, OHIC 

 Susan Jacobsen, Thundermist Health Equity Zones Initiative 

 Tommy Joyce, The Providence Center & Recovery Coach Representative 

 Dr James McDonald, RI Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline 

 Michelle McKenzie, RICARES 

 Senator Joshua Miller, RI Senate 

 Colonel Steven O'Donnell, RI State Police 

 Taino Palermo, Commission on Health Equity and Advocacy 

 Donna Policastro, RI Nurses Association 

 Peter Ragosta, RI Board of Pharmacy 

 Rosemary Reilly-Chammat, RIDE 

 Jason Rhodes, DOH Emergency Management Services 

 Mike Rizzi, CODAC, Harm Reduction Representative 

 David Spencer, Drug and Alcohol Treatment Association 

 Stacey Venoni, Attorney General’s Office 

• Director A.T. Wall, DOC 

Non- Task Force Members Present: Dr Traci Green, Brown University; Dr Josiah Rich, Brown University; 

Leo Lavriviere, Walgreens; Abby Swienton, Governor’s Office; Monica Raben; Kathy Yeaga, NK 

Prevention Coalition; Laura Hosley, RI Student Assistance; Sarah Dinklage, RI Student Assistance; Rachel 

Plummer, RI DOH; Jennifer Bogdan, Providence Journal; Roxxanne Newman, Providence 

Center/ANCHOR ED; Lisa Tomasso, The Providence Center/Recovery Works; Obed Papp, City of 

Providence; Shannon Spurlock, PI PRC; Sophie O’Connell, OHHS; Alex Macmadu, Center for Prisoner 

Health and Human Rights; David Heckman, RI DOH; Eric Beane, Governor’s Office; Michelle Rodrigues, 

CSG; Steve Allen, CSG; Linda Mahoney, BHDDH; Steven Boudreau, RI DOH; Marie Ganim, RI State Senate; 

Jan Shedd, RI DOH; Jeff Hill, RI DOH; Shawn Donahue, Blue Cross/Blue Shield; Christina Batastini, RI 

DOH; Jennifer Koziol, RI DOH; Miellette McFarlane, Governor’s Office; Andrea Degos, RI DOH; Linda 

Reilly, BHDDH 



 
 

Dr. Alexander-Scott welcomed everyone.  She explained that the Task Force has been charged by 

Governor Raimondo to develop a Strategic Plan with clear goals, objectives, and metrics to address the 

drug overdose and addiction crisis.  The plan is due on November 1st, which is in 74 days.  She 

recognized the value of having a wealth of experience and knowledge in the room.  She announced that 

a team, including experts from Brown University and John Hopkins have been assembled to write the 

Strategic Plan. Funding has been generously provided by CVS Health and Blue Cross Blue Shield RI. 

Dr. Alexander-Scott explained that the Department of Health recently transitioned to a new policy on 

the release of drug overdose death data.  Only confirmed cases of overdose are released on the RI DOH 

website and the numbers are updated on a weekly basis.  Participants expressed that their interventions 

could benefit from more timely data and location-based data, if possible. The Director emphasized that 

she would like to ensure data is being used most effectively to inform the process and will now be able 

to send updates on death data to the Task Force email listserv on a weekly basis.   

Dr. Alexander-Scott introduced her co-chair, Maria Montanaro, Director of BHDDH.  Director Montanaro 

thanked everyone for providing their participation and expertise.  She described the process that will 

take place over the next few months and her confidence that a robust, actionable plan will be delivered 

to the Governor by Nov. 1st.  The Director invited Task Force member to introduce themselves and the 

agency they represent.  

Director Montanaro introduced Dr. Traci Green and Dr. Jody Rich, from Brown University, who are part 

of the team of experts charged with writing the Strategic Plan.  They gave more details regarding the 

process that will take place in creating the plan.  In addition to Drs. Green and Rich, the expert group 

includes Dr. Brandon Marshall, from Brown University, Dr. Jef Bratberg from URI College of Pharmacy, 

and Jonathan Goyer from Project Weber and in recovery. They intend to develop a plan that will make 

the most impact possible on the prevention of opioid addiction, reversal of opioid overdose, and 

treatment of opioid addiction to stop overdose deaths in Rhode Island and to reduce addiction. 

Dr. Green presented RI overdose death information from July 2013 to February 2015.  Opioid overdoses 

represented the majority of overdose deaths during this time. Dr. Green also noted the spikes in deaths 

on the graphs due to fentanyl crises.  She said the expert team will look closely at all data available to 

identify trends and patterns.  The approach the team takes will be data driven, evidence-based, and 

community-informed with measurable initiatives. The team set up a website and asked that Task Force 

members (and the general public) share their input by either scheduling an interview, calling, or going 

online and filling out the survey: www.strategicplanRI.org. 

Director Montanaro asked that Task Force members, and all who were present at meeting, to share the 

website widely, as the process should be as transparent and as interactive as possible. The Director 

mentioned that the task force members will not be voting on any of the proposed plans from Dr. Rich 

and Dr. Green but rather the task force members will be called upon to offer feedback and eventually 

will be asked to be involved with the actual implementation of the plan.  At the next meeting, the expert 

team will frame the problem by sharing available data.   

Moving forward, longer meetings were suggested and 90 minute meetings were agreed upon by the 

group.  Other workgroups that have been meeting on the overdose issue will report out at future Task 

Force meetings.   



 
 

Director Montanaro asked for public questions and/or comments.   

 An upstream approach with a focus on primary prevention through education and awareness 

was suggested as critically important and Director Montanaro emphasized that once 

recommendations are made, the Task Force will identify what resources are necessary and who 

is responsible for implementation.  An electronic drug overdose dashboard will monitor the 

impact of interventions and guide how resources are used moving forward. 

 On behalf of Governor Raimondo, Abby Swienton from the Governor Raimondo’s office thanked 

everyone for attending the first meeting. 

 Tommy Joyce from Anchor Recovery announced that there will be a Candle Light Vigil on August 

31st to recognize International Overdose Awareness Day at 7:00 PM, 1500 Main St., West 

Warwick.  All are welcome. 

 Roxanne Newman offered to share her unique experience and insight as a person in recovery to 

inform the plan. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 am.  The next meeting will be held on September 9th from 10:00-

11:30 AM at the Department of Administration, Conference Room 2A, One Capitol Hill in Providence. 

 

 


