RI EXECUTIVE CLIMATE CHANGE COORDINATING COUNCIL
SCIENCE & TECHNICAL ADVISORY BOARD

Meeting Minutes

June 9, 2016
9:30-11:00am
Coastal Institute, Small Conference Room
URI Bay Campus
South Ferry Road, Narragansett

In attendance:  Peter August, URI, Board Chair
Todd Bianco, PUC
James Boyd, CRMC, Board Secretary
Kelly Knee, RPS/ASA
Jason Osenkowski, DEM
Ronald Pitt, RI College
Timmons Roberts, Brown University
Carol Thornber, URI
Henry Walker, EPA, Board Vice-Chair
Julia Gold, RIDOH — Technical Representative to the STAB

Absent: None

Welcome, Peter August

Chair August opened the meeting promptly at 9:30am and welcomed Board members and public
attendees to the fifth meeting of the Science & Technical Advisory Board (STAB). Chair August thanked
all Board members for their contributions and work in the development of the STAB Annual Report. It
was submitted to Executive Climate Change Coordinating Council (EC4) Chair Janet Coit for inclusion
with the EC4 Annual Report pursuant to R.I.G.L. §42-6.2.

News from EC4 — Elizabeth Stone, RIDEM

Elizabeth (Liz) Stone of the DEM Director’s Office provided an update on the EC4 meeting calendar and
scheduled actions. Ms. Stone indicated that the August EC4 meeting would mainly be for the Office of
Energy Resources to provide an update on their advisory opinion that will be filed with the state Energy
Facility Siting Board (EFSB) in the matter of Docket No. SB-2015-06 - Invenergy Thermal Development,
LLC (a.k.a., Clear River Energy Center, Burrillville). She thanked the STAB for providing its annual report,
and noted the EC4 annual report was being compiled with final graphics to be transmitted to the
Governor’s office before the June 15 EC4 meeting. A meeting of the EC4 Advisory Board is scheduled for
June 17 and the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) committee was scheduled to meet on June 29. Ms. Stone
informed the Board that a new Associate Director of Administration for Planning, Parag Agrawal, has
been hired. He will also fill a vacancy as a statutory member of the EFSB. She reported that the
Statewide Planning Program (SPP) was continuing work on a socioeconomic analysis of sea level rise
impacts. Ms. Stone indicated that she, Caitlin Greeley (SPP) and Julia Gold (RIDOH) would be reviewing
and editing the STAB’s 6 theme power point slides, as necessary, to prepare the graphics and text for
public consumption and communication purposes on behalf of the EC4.
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Review of March 23, 2016 meeting minutes (For Action)

A motion to approve the draft March 23, 2016 meeting minutes was offered by Timmons Roberts and
seconded by Jason Osenkowski. The Board voted to approve the meeting minutes as read.

Old Business
1. Conveyance of PowerPoint slides to EC4

As previously noted the STAB was assigned six topics to provide PowerPoint slides with information to
the EC4 as follows: (1) Sea Level Rise; (2) Warming Air; (3) Warming Water; (4) Storm Frequency; (5)
Biodiversity; and (6) Precipitation. Chair August indicated that he wanted to deliver the STAB assignment
to the EC4 within several days and asked members to review one last time for any final edits. The
expectation is that the STAB will embrace adaptive management of the information on the slides by
reviewing them annually to keep slides updated as the science and observations on climate change and
impacts advances. The EC4 will modify the slide content for purposes of public communication and
understanding.

New Business
1. Review of adaptation and mitigation initiatives in Rl

Chair August summarized the working group meeting held at RPS/ASA on May 24 to brainstorm on how
to approach a review of statewide climate change adaptation programs for the EC4. It is a large task
with many agencies involved. The STAB will proceed to undertake a more in-depth analysis of the six (6)
climate change topics as reported to the EC4. The STAB effort will: (1) conduct an analysis of ongoing
adaptation activities; (2) identify gaps (research/outreach/funding/coordination); (3) identify other
related regional efforts; and (4) propose recommendations for furthering state climate change
adaptation progress. It was recommended to start with sea level rise (SLR) to establish and fine tune the
STAB review and analysis process. It was noted that at some point it may be necessary to indicate that
more resources would be needed to evaluate the effectiveness of programs and policies. The following
consensus was reached by the Board on process:

1. Start with SLR and warming air — 2 teams (appropriate dimensions of impacts);

2. Invite Advisory Board members to participate with the 2 teams; and

3. Each STAB member to commit to at least 1 climate change topic for adaptation and 1 of the 6
areas of interest for mitigation (see mitigation discussion below);

It was recommended that we outline the task and detail the end products and produce a common
theme document — a clean frame of work — with a draft by mid-October. Liz Stone offered to brief EC4
Chair Janet Coit and Advisory Board member Fred Presley.

Timmons suggested 6 areas of interest for mitigation: (1) total greenhouse gas trends and economic
drivers; (2) building sector emissions; (3) transportation sector emissions; (4) electrical generation,
transmission and use; (5) other potential policy tools; and (6) forces for change (public awareness, public
opinion, organizations). A question was raised as to how the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Study Technical
Committee scoping would align with the STAB proposed mitigation initiatives evaluation. The EC4 has
tasked the GHG committee to meet the Resilient Rl Act GHG reduction goals. It was suggested that
perhaps the STAB could focus on what the return on investment will bring with GHG reduction based on
science.
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Liz Stone offered to set up a conference call with EC4 agency staff to discuss and propose a scope of
work to address these tasks to ensure coordination with ongoing state agency efforts. It was
recommended to use a Power Point slide format to best advise state programs. Focus on state program
gaps and technical needs and what’s most beneficial to the state.

Public Comments

Caitlin Greeley (SPP) provided notice that the next meeting of the RI Climate Adaptation and Resilience
Information Sharing Group (CARIS) is scheduled for June 30 starting at 1:00pm at the offices of the
Narragansett Bay Commission. In addition, her office is working on development of the Resilient Rl
website to be developed and hosted by the Department of Administration SPP. The website will be a
portal for all things climate change in RI

The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by James Boyd, STAB Secretary

Next Meeting: TBD
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