RI EXECUTIVE CLIMATE CHANGE COORDINATING COUNCIL
SCIENCE & TECHNICAL ADVISORY BOARD

Meeting Minutes

March 23, 2016
9:30am-Noon
Public Utilities Commission, Hearing Room A
89 Jefferson Boulevard, Warwick

In attendance:  Peter August, URI, Board Chair
Todd Bianco, PUC
James Boyd, CRMC, Board Secretary
Kelly Knee, RPS/ASA
Jason Osenkowski, DEM
Ronald Pitt, RI College
Timmons Roberts, Brown University
Henry Walker, EPA, Board Vice-Chair
Julia Gold, RIDOH — Technical Representative to the STAB

Absent: Carol Thornber, URI

Welcome, Peter August

Chair August opened the meeting at 9:30am and welcomed Board members and public attendees to the
fourth meeting of the Science & Technical Advisory Board (STAB). He indicated that Carol Thornber
would not be able to attend the meeting due to unplanned circumstances, and she would follow up with
the Chair at a later date. The Chair also welcomed Julia Gold from the Rl Department of Health (RIDOH)
who was appointed by RIDOH Director Alexander-Scott as a technical representative for health issues to
the STAB. EC4 Director Janet Coit had previously requested a RIDOH technical representative to the
STAB to advise on health issues, because they are impacted by all facets of climate change and there
were no health experts appointed to the STAB. Chair August also explained the purpose of the meeting
to complete a final review of the climate science presentation, peer review, and development of the
STAB annual report for the EC4.

News from EC4 — Elizabeth Stone, RIDEM

Elizabeth (Liz) Stone of the DEM Director’s Office provided a list of calendar events for meetings and
conferences that were associated with climate change issues. Ms. Stone also indicated that there would
be no April meeting of the EC4 due to the travel schedules of the EC4 Chair and Vice Chair. The next EC4
meeting is scheduled for May 11. Additionally, there is discussion of holding potential public workshops
under the auspices of the EC4 on relevant climate change topics in the future; however, these
workshops would not be formal meetings of the EC4. The intention of the informal workshops is to
foster more public dialog and discussion on relevant climate change topics.

Review of February 3, 2016 meeting minutes (For Action)

Next on the agenda was the review of the February 3 STAB meeting minutes. A motion to approve was
offered by Timmons Roberts and seconded by Kelly Knee, and the Board voted to approve the meeting
minutes as read.
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Old Business
1. Review of EC4 State of Climate Change PowerPoint Collections

Chair August began discussion of the STAB assignment and the work completed to date by the STAB
subcommittees on the six topic PowerPoint slides. These topics were requested by the EC4, as follows:
(1) Sea Level Rise; (2) Warming Air; (3) Warming Water; (4) Storm Frequency; (5) Biodiversity; and (6)
Precipitation. Chair August indicated that the role of the Board was to provide the most relevant and
updated scientific information on the topics and not be too concerned about format or text
presentation within the slides, as it is the role of the EC4 Advisory Board to prepare the information and
slides for state agency and public communication purposes. The Advisory Board plans to develop the
STAB slides with less graphics and bulleted information for presentation purposes.

The Board with assistance of Julia Gold (RIDOH) reviewed each topic and offered constructive comments
and suggestions for slide content. One unifying suggestion was to use graphics that were relevant to
local examples, to the extent practicable. Board topic subcommittee leads took notes and will modify
slides as suggested and with follow up with subcommittee members to finalize the topic slides.

2. Finalize external reviewers and review process.

Board members discussed recommended external peer reviewers with specific expertise in each of the
six topics. Once slides are completed, Chair August indicated that he would forward the topic slides and
a request to each reviewer to make suggested revisions and comments with a requested response date
of April 22. The expectation is that the STAB would complete the topic summaries, bibliographies and
slides on or about May 1 and forward to EC4 Chair Janet Coit and Vice Chair Marion Gold. The next steps
will be determined by the EC4 and may use the STAB information to develop implementation actions.

New Business
1. Preparation of STAB Annual Report

Following discussion of content and format for the STAB Annual Report, Vice Chair Hal Walker offered to
prepare an initial draft for review and editing. Subcommittee team leads will prepare 1-2 page synopses
on their respective 6 topics to include one graphic, and then send to the Chair and Vice Chair in April.
Following editing and compilation, the annual report will be delivered to the EC4 Chair and Vice Chair,
along with Liz Stone, for inclusion within the EC4 annual report as required by the Resilient Rl Act
(R.I.G.L. §42-6.2).

2. Next Issue to address

Timmons Roberts presented a thoughtfully prepared scoping document for two separate reports to
address the EC4 STAB review of Rl adaption and mitigation programs. Report 1 would focus on
reviewing adaptation needs and a review of state programs and work completed to date. The STAB
would attempt to assess what is happening within state agencies in conducting vulnerability
assessments and creating adaptation measures. Report 2 would focus on state mitigation efforts,
especially for greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction measures.

It is clear from the Resilient Rl Act that the STAB’s duty is to evaluate state policies and programs for
climate change adaptation and mitigation efforts and accordingly advise the EC4. Following discussion, it
was recommended to take a broad-brushed approach in listing what state agencies are working on and
identify where the gaps are. STAB members agreed it was a relevant exercise and the assessment
project should not be rushed, but rather carefully crafted. It is important to determine the process for
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developing the adaptation and mitigation assessments in consultation with the EC4 Advisory Board to
avoid duplication of efforts. The topic will be discussed at a following STAB meeting.

Public Comments

Courtney Schmidt of the Narragansett Bay Estuary Program (NBEP) indicated that the NBEP is preparing
its Indicator Status Report for the Bay and watershed and they are interested in the present STAB
climate change 6 topic reports to ensure consistency and accuracy of reporting content. Discussion
followed on providing NBEP relevant needed information.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:12 pm.

Respectfully submitted by James Boyd, STAB Secretary

Next Meeting: Thursday, June 9, 2016 starting at 9:30AM-Noon, location TBD
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