
 

   The Long Term Care Coordinating Council  

Aging in Community Subcommittee 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Monday, April 4, 2016 

12:30 PM- 2:00PM 

Conference Call  

 

1. Introductions 

 Due to inclement weather, the Aging in Community meeting was held via 

conference call. Twenty eight members were present.  

 

2. Approval of Minutes  

 The committee will defer the approval of the minutes from January 20th 

until the next meeting.  

  

3. Announcement of RI College Spring Gerontology Conference – Rachel Filinson 

 Rachel has parking passes for those attending this event. If you are 

interested in a parking pass, e-mail rfilinson@ric.edu.  

 If you did not receive a flyer for this event via e-mail, please reach out to 

Rachel and she will forward you the information.  

 The conference is open to the public. There will be an overflow room for 

extra people and all attendees can be accommodated. 

 The Tufts Foundation Report will be available at the conference.  

 

4. Distribution of Report from Skye Leedahl on Cyber Seniors Project 

 The Cyber Seniors Report was distributed via e-mail for review.  

 

5. Review of Building Age-Friendly Rhode Island  PPT – Maureen Maigret 

 Maureen reviewed the Age-Friendly RI PowerPoint (distributed via e-mail) 

that highlights the economic value of older Rhode Islanders. 

 Maureen notes that the older population has a great impact on the social, 

political and economic climate in Rhode Island.  

 Bill made a point relating to the volunteer data in the report. He noted that 

RI might be lagging in this area. An overall report on senior volunteerism 

will be released shortly. The report looked at southern RI’s senior 

volunteer system as a model for statewide success. 

 Bill also notes that there is a connection between volunteerism and the 

availability of transportation. Currently, there are 200 volunteers that drive 

individuals to necessary daily appointments.  

 Corinne notes that last year she attended Bernie’s focus group on 

volunteerism and the reason they’re successful is because seniors are made 

to feel like they have a vital role in the community.  

 Maureen notes that the slideshow will be included in the information 

folder at the April 15th conference. Any thoughts about the PowerPoint 
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can be shared with Maureen via e-mail. 

  

6. Tufts Grant – Marianne Raimondo, Maureen Maigret 

 Marianne notes that there have been 3 additional focus groups held since 

the last meeting. She has found that there is a variability in response by 

location, but there are several consistent themes: issues with housing and 

transportation, lack of knowledge about community resources, etc.  

 It is noted that the value of senior centers is loud and clear. We need to 

build on the work they’re doing. 

 Susan provides an update on the Key Informant Interviews. They are 

going as planned. They are focusing on innovation and things they’ve 

heard that work in other states.  

 Maureen provides an update on the Strategic Plan Development – Issue 

Area Volunteers. The information is being put into draft form and several 

people have been asked to review it. Maureen is asking people to 

volunteer to review an area that is specific to their job or role. Corinne is 

reviewing Nutrition and Food Security. Mary Lou will be looking at 

Community Engagement in relation to senior centers. Barry Bordeaux will 

look at Volunteerism.  

 Please e-mail Maureen if you would like to volunteer for a subject area. 

She will e-mail out the entire draft for reference.   

 

7. Legislation of Interest  

 There is a bill in the House and Senate that would repeal changes from last 

year relating to the free bus passes for seniors and disabled individuals. 

The Senate President has expressed concerns over this legislation. See 

S2685 and H7937. 

 Mary Lou testified last week on a bill relating to senior center funds. She 

is optimistic that it will come through.  

 AARP is backing a bill titled “Work & Save” (7219) that would require 

businesses to have automatic enrollment programs for IRAs. 3% of an 

individuals’ wages would go into the IRA. This bill addresses the issues 

that IRAs are not available to all private sector workers.  

 There are also 2 livable homes bills (S2620 and H7890) that provide a 

livable home tax credit to improve accessibility and accessory family 

dwelling units for seniors.   

 

8. Subgroup on Elder Financial Abuse – Corinne Russo 

 Corinne met with Director Fogarty who was interested in partnering to 

attempt to develop legislation for next year. There is interest in setting up 

a meeting with Maureen and a few others who are interested.  

 

9. Public Comment  

 There was no public comment.  

10. Adjournment  

 The meeting was adjourned by Maureen at 1:27 p.m.  

 

 


