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Pre-K Committee 
Park Holm Senior Center—8:30 AM 

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 
 

Present: Dr. Charles Shoemaker, co-chair; Debbie Bailey, Boys and Girls Club; Nichole 
Cardoza, Newport Public Schools; Sandra J. Flowers, Cathy Gould, Newport Public Library; 
Allynn Grantham, Newport Public Schools; Erin Margolis, parent; Newport School Committee; 
Elizabeth Phelps, community volunteer; Jim Reed, Newport Housing Authority; Debbie Shears, 
Developing Dreams 

Genesis of Pre-K Committee: Dr. Shoemaker presented an overview of the development of the 
Pre-K committee.  Referencing an editorial regarding the need for children to be able to read on 
grade level by Grade 3 if they are to succeed, he also mentioned how the State of New York, 
even without sufficient funding, is a leader in that area with collaboration from universities.  Dr. 
Shoemaker also spoke about absenteeism and truancy and the importance of parents’ 
responsibility in alleviating these issues, as well as Judge Bedrosian’s interest and work in this 
area.  Now that the Pre-K committee is formally a subcommittee of the Newport School 
Committee, members are encouraged to continue in these efforts 

Expanded Pre-K:  As a result of a recent Federal Grant aimed at the Core Cities of Rhode 
Island and Newport, funds are available to expand the capacity of existing high-quality Pre-K 
programs..  Proposals to utilize these monies must be submitted by February 28th. 

Nichole explained the NPS model in place now, which is made of 5 classes, with a mix of 
students who are not developing typically with others who are role models.  Selection is 
ultimately by lottery, due to the limited availability.  Members present described the various 
summer programs offered to local families, including Newport Public Library, MLK Center, and 
Reading Reaps Rewards.   

Pre-K Fair: As a second fair in April has been mentioned in the press, it was agreed that plans 
should be put in place immediately.  There was  a good response from interested parents (about 
50 families attended) and they now have opportunities for selection of quality Pre-K offerings.      
Key recommendations included simplifying the sign-in format and clearly explaining the 
purpose of the Fair (that no commitment is required of families but that information is being 
disseminated regarding the many programs available on the Island).  A tentative date was set as 
Saturday, April 25, at Pell School. 

Parents Reading to Children: Dr. Shoemaker spoke about Baby Bug, the publication that is 
given to families in Baby Steps, which was recommended by Corey Johnson, a Newport Public 
Schools music teacher and young parent.  Members concurred that seeking grants to pay for that 
or similar publications would be a good move so that parents will read to their children nightly.   
 

KIDSNET: State law acknowledges what is desired by local educators—all Newport children to 
have access to publicly-funded high-quality Pre-K.  In attempting to determine the numbers of 
age-appropriate children, Dr. Shoemaker gave a history of trying to get access to data base info 
about local youngsters.  In a conversation with Judge Flanders, he found that the Pre-K 
committee must first get approval from the School Committee to seek access.  Under Open 
Records laws, the Health Department has to abide by that law.  Some members had auestions 
about information being sought, e.g., contact data to find the families, sensitive information 
being revealed about children and families, need for confidentiality, and using said data to 
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generate a report about the targeted population.  Jim recommended that, if the School Committee 
has the data to plan for Pre-K, that data become Newport Public Schools’ information for 
planning and development and will not be shared outside of the district.  With all this in mind, 
Dr. Shoemaker emphasized the need for beginning literacy by age 3 will lead to success at Grade 
3 and beyond.   
 

The Next Pre-K Committee Meeting is set for Wednesday, March 11, at 8:30 AM at the 
Park Holm Senior Center 

The meeting adjourned: 9:35 AM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandra J. Flowers, PhD 

(for Kathleen Silvia, Co-Chair) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


