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1. Updates
a. Caregiver brochure distribution/website link

The Caregiver guide is posted on EOHHS’s website. Linnea Tuttle said link could be placed
on partner’s sites. If you have any problems posting the link, please call Linnea at 462-
6278. The introduction of the print version is tied in with November Family Caregiver
month. The Caregiver Alliance of RI is sponsoring a kick-off event on Nov. 374 at 2pm in the
State Room on the second floor of the State House. Last year, the Congressmen Langevin
award went to the Congressmen himself, and they will be awarding it again this year to
someone who has made significant efforts in advocacy and policy. They will recognize
caregivers, too; they hope to have some caregivers who are still in the workforce, as well as
their supportive employers.

The plans for the November kickoff will be finalized at the September 15 meeting at 11am
at RIPIN, Pontiac Avenue. There will be a press release for event, and also a resource table
will be set-up outside of the State Room.

Kathy met up with HHS, and they said they wanted to wait on the announcement for the
print version until November. She’s also working on one-page flyer to give the link to the
electronic version. The flyer will also give information if people would like a printed copy
mailed to them. HHS is going to facilitate the mailing.

2. Update on White Paper for safe driving

Marea Tumber updated the group about the meeting that she and Sadie attended at RWU.
The pro bono director has identified a student to create a one-page flyer that gives an
overview of the laws, processes and partners available to assist families who have concerns
about their loved ones and safe driving. The handout will be available for the meeting of
the Commission for the Care and Safety of the Elderly Resource Conference for Police and




Fire Senior Advocates on October 29th, RWU Law students are also being recruited to work
on a white paper for best practices in conducting a medical road test.

3. “Know the 10 Signs” Brainstorm (Donna M.)
a. Bestorganizations to send to

The document is up on the AA website. It’s a National Alzheimer’s Association document, so
Donna needs to get permission to allow partner’s to post it on their sites. She will look into
it and report back. Donna will also forward some hard copies for distribution to Marea.

4. Chat Function Update (www.Alzconnected.org)
a. Best way to reach out to past caregivers

Donna said that the site gets 50-60,000 hits a month, and has only been up for one year.
Volunteers field the site, and you can talk to someone 24/7. You don’t need to register, but
if you do, can comment and participate in the chat feature. Volunteers police site for
appropriate behavior, and also to be sure someone is available at all times. The AA would
love to find partners with to figure out how to promote this resource throughout the state.

The information gathered through the website registration process is not used for
solicitation. Donna stated that the mail house can keep people’s names in the queue for 4
months after a donation, but the registry data is not used for this. The data (i.e. zip code,
whether caller is a caregiver/patient/provider) collected by the registry is aggregated, and
may be useful for this group.

5. November: Alzheimer’s Awareness Month
a. Employer focus (Swarovski and Hasbro)

Hasbro signed up to be Alzheimer’s alliance provider. This means that they are
participating with AA to support employees by giving extra time off, LOAs, etc. They are
trained in uniqueness of the disease. AA has a certification process, and Hasbro did it 3
years ago. Donna has information for any employers who are interested. Martha said that
the RI Business Group on Health might be good place to solicit business contacts for the
certification program.

Kathy runs a caregiver session in the workplace for employees that lasts 90-minute
session. This way it can be done during lunch break and is not as impactive on productivity.

6. Announcements:
Maggie Calkins is a designer who specializes in creating environments for people living
with cognitive impairments. She will be presenting on November 13th at 8:30 at the

Radisson.

7. Next meeting: October 9t from 3-4pm at Elmhurst Extended Care



