
 

 

DRAFT 
Meeting Minutes 

Inter-agency Food & Nutrition Policy Advisory Council 
 

DATE:  May 10th, 2013 
TIME: 2:00 PM 
LOCATION: Room 401 Conference Room, Rhode Island Department of Health  
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Janet Coit, Director, Department of Environmental Management 
(DEM); Michael Fine, MD, Director, Department of Health (HEALTH); Richard Licht, 
Director, Department of Administration (DOA) 
 
AGENCY DESIGNEES: Michael Dahlquist, Department of Transportation (DOT); John 
Rogers, Food Service Director, Department of Corrections (DOC);   
 
ATTENDEES: Ken Ayars, DEM; Perry Gast, HEALTH; Gemma Gorham, Brown 
University, RIFPC; David Heckman, HEALTH; Eliza Lawson, HEALTH; Steve Morris, 
HEALTH; Leo Pollock, Southside Community Land Trust, RIFPC; Nicole Pollock, DEM; 
Allison Rogers, DOA; Ken Payne, RI Agricultural Partnership; Ellen Kahler, Vermont 
Sustainable Jobs Fund; Ellen Cynar, City of Providence; Christopher Ausura, HEALTH 
 
1. Approval of January 30, 2013 meeting minutes  
 

 Dr. Fine, Council chair, called the meeting to order 
 Previous meeting minutes were unanimously approved 

  
2. Public comments received  
 

 Dr. Fine called for public Comments 
  No public comments were received 

 
3. Review of the Legislative Report 

 Dr. Fine called for review of the legislative report and requested comments from 
the other Council members 

 Director Licht requested additional time to review the report, time was granted 
  Dr. Fine informed him the Council would vote on the findings and recommendations 

independently and asked for objections to the rest of the report’s content.   
 No objections were heard 

4. Vote on Suggested Finding and Recommendations 
 

 Dr. Fine called for a vote on the findings and recommendations 
 Dr. Fine read finding and recommendation 1 
 Finding 1:  Comments from internal and external partners revealed that no report 

looks specifically at the capability of Rhode Island agricultural food production; 
although research does exist around the state’s total agriculture industry. 



 

 

Recommendation 1: Develop a plan for capturing production and spending data 
in order to develop a robust food report. 

 Dr. Fine requested comments from the Council on finding and recommendation 1 
 Director Coit commented that the fulfillment of recommendation 1 may be more 

difficult than is being portrayed and additional funding may be required to completed 
this task 

 Dr. Fine affirmed that the intention of the finding is to develop a plan with 
recommendations, and that if additional funds are needed it would be included in the 
plan’s recommendation to the Council 

 Director Licht commented that it may prove beneficial to include marine fisheries in 
this plan 

 Director Coit appreciated Director Licht’s comment and called on Ken Ayars from 
the Department of Environmental Management’s Division of Agriculture for 
additional insight 

 Ken Ayars commented that there was recent data available to inform the planning 
process, but the report was not specific to the retail availability of goods from Rhode 
Island Fisheries 

 Dr. Fine called to create a motion to modify the finding and recommendation 1 to 
add locally harvested aquaculture to the language 

 Director Licht Seconded the motion 
 Dr. Fine hearing no objections approved the motions 
 Dr. Fine Read finding 2 recommendation 2 
 Finding 2:  State Employee Foods Survey results indicate that employees served 

food and beverages at state meetings or events frequently receive unhealthy foods 
and very infrequently receive local foods. There is room for improving the 
nutritional quality and use of local foods at meetings and events. Barriers to 
implementing a healthy and local foods policy for meetings and events are few 
and easily overcome.  Furthermore, results showed that staff would embrace a 
policy that encouraged these types of foods with 75% of respondents feeling that 
is important or very important that state government lead Rhode Island in 
promoting healthy, local foods. 
Recommendation 2:  Evaluate implementation of the Healthy Meetings Policy at 
HEALTH and DEM and share results with the Council to inform adoption across 
agencies. A report will be provided to the Council detailing successes and areas 
for improvement. The Council will support the activities of HEALTH and DEM 
in implementing this policy. These activities may include working with local 
establishments with meeting spaces that serve food to develop healthier menu 
options that will satisfy the guidelines of the policy; publicly acknowledging 
establishments that implement and comply with the policy; establishing online 
resources such as recipes, exemplary meetings, and sample meeting menus; and 
working with external partners to highlight successes.   

 Dr. Fine called for comments from the Council for finding and recommendation 2 
 Director Licht commented on the language of the recommendation and voiced 

concern that since the Department of Administration housed a cafeteria this would 
become a burden on that establishment 

 Director Coit commented that this policy only applies to meetings and therefore the 
cafeteria would not fall under the recommendation, and called for the language of the 



 

 

recommendation to include the Department of Administration as long Director Licht 
would be willing to accept that change 

 Dr. Fine motioned to modify the language of finding and recommendation 2 to 
include the Department of Administration, and approve the motion with that addition 

 Director Licht Seconded the motion 
 Dr. Fine hearing no objections approved the motions 

 
5. Presentation from the Rhode Island Food Policy Council and Vermont’s Farm to 

Plate Program 
(See RI Food Policy Council presentation for additional information) 

 Dr. Fine called on Gemma Gorman from the Rhode Island Food Policy Council to 
present on the current activities of that Council 

 Gemma Gorman presented on the history of the RI Food Policy Council, and the 
goals and vision of their organization she then thanked Dr. Fine for his attendance at 
the RI Food Policy’s event earlier in the day and commented that she will be 
working to include his recommendation to add improving health outcomes to their 
vision and goals 

 Gemma Gorman then informed the Council of the current workgroups that the RI 
Food Policy Council has, what those groups goals and priorities are, and requested 
support from the Council by bringing needs identified by the RI Food Policy Council 
to the Interagency Food and Nutrition Policy Advisory Council 

 Gemma Gorman introduced Ellen Kahler to present on the activities of the Vermont 
Food Policy Council’s Farm to Plate program 

Ellen Khaellar presented on Vermont’s Farm to Plate Program 
(See Vermont’s Farm to Plate presentation for additional information) 

 Ellen Kahler presented on the work of Vermont’s Farm to Plate Program (see 
attached presentation) 

 Farm to Plate Program is the on the ground implementation arm of the work being 
done throughout Vermont around increasing the availability and utilization of local 
food products 

 Director Coit asked if this was publicly funded and Ellen confirmed part of their 
funding was from public sources 

 The market research that they have completed has resulted in a matrix other states to 
plug their information into to better understand their states food production 
capabilities  

 Dr. Fine commented that the PDSA cycle they were using to present the capabilities 
of Vermont’s food system were similar to the cycle being used in primary care 
development in RI 

 Director Licht commented that this was good for the improvement of the health of the 
population, and then asked if she was aware of any market analysis of whether it was 
better to invest in promoting additional consumption of local goods by state residents 
or encouraging and promoting increased export of products? Ellen responded that 
was not aware of any such report, but the best option would be to diversify the market 
not to focus just on one market.  Their work has shown that although the farmer can 
get the best margin of profit in direct sales it is still important to have a diverse 
selling market 

 Dr. Fine commented that we will also need to look at the impact of increased 
availability and consumption of local fruits and vegetables in relation to the cost of 



 

 

healthcare throughout the state as the body mass index of the state population 
decreases 

 Director Coit commented that at this point only 1% of RI Agriculture is consumed by 
Rhode Island residents 

Gemma Gorman introduced Ken Payne, Executive Director of the RI Agricultural 
Partnership 

 Commented on section 21.36-4 from S 2611 which formed this Council, and 
commented that the RI Food Policy Council will assist the Interagency Food Policy 
Council in broaching the need for additional data to support the decisions of this 
Council in a way that it will be commonly useful and asked that the IFNPAC will 
accept the data from the RI Food Policy Council 

 
6. State Breastfeeding Initiatives 
(See RI Department of Health’s Breastfeeding Presentation for additional information) 

 Dr. Fine called on Kristine Campagna to provide information on the current state 
initiatives around breastfeeding 

 Kristine Camapgna presented the goals of the Department of Health around 
breastfeeding; the laws that support breastfeeding mothers throughout the state; and 
updated the Council on the current work of the Perinatal Early Childhood Health 
team within the RI Department of Health 

 Dr. Fine asked her if she felt that the Council should consider working to develop a 
and implement a plan to assist breastfeeding mothers breastfeed across state 
government in all buildings and schools 

 Director Coit commented that she was not aware of a space within the Department of 
Environmental Management’s offices 

 Dr. Fine asked that the council consider using the Interagency Food and Nutrition 
Policy Advisory Council as the disseminating body for these efforts 

 No objection was heard, and Dr. Fine asked that the staff from the member agencies 
develop a plan for how the council can implement this need across state government 
including all state offices and state colleges and report back to the Council 

 
7. Report n Staff Process  (Eliza Lawson HEALTH) 

 Dr. Fine called on Eliza Lawson to provide an update on the staffing process for this 
Council 

 Eliza Lawson commented that this Council is staffed by Allison Rogers, Nicole 
Pollock, and Christopher Ausura.  Additional staff including Ken Ayars from DEM 
and Amanda Martin from DOA have also been called in to assist as needed; and that 
the planning team has been meeting approximately once every month 

 Dr. Fine has requested that moving forward the staff meets more frequently to ensure 
a considerably more robust report for the next legislative report and that the council 
has laid out a fairly aggressive scope of work for the coming year which will require 
additional investment from the member agencies 

 Director Coit requested additional information around what upcoming legislative 
action the council may want to consider at upcoming meetings; and if the Council 
should consider adding additional state agencies to the agenda for upcoming 
meetings.  She requested Ellen Kahler from Vermont provide some insight into who 
is on the Vermont Council 



 

 

 Ellen Kahler provided feedback about what Vermont has done, as a directive from the 
Vermont Legislature the Department of Agriculture has created a paid position for a 
Local Foods Coordinator and one of their projects is that any state agency can accept 
community supported agriculture (CSA) drop offs 

 Dr Fine charged the staff with investigating both the suggestion to include any 
potential legislation, and to investigate the actions of Vermont’s Food Policy Council 
for report to the RI IFNPAC 

8. Adjournment  
 Dr. Fine called for a motion to adjourn  
 The motion was approved unanimously 


