
Commission for Health Advocacy and Equity

Meeting Notes

Date: March 19, 2014

Time: 2:00 pm -4:00 pm

Location: R.I Department of Health State Laboratories

“Making strides to address health equity and the elimination of health disparities in

Rhode Island”

I) Call to Order

Meeting called to order by Co-Commission Chair, Dr. Tanya Dailey

II) December 18, 2013 Meeting Minutes Approval

Meeting minutes are approved by Commission Members.

III) Comments on Agenda

No additional comments provided.

IV) Commission Logo Approval

A document was distributed to commission members with several logo designs for
review and approval. Members were asked to vote on these logos by circling the logo of
their choice. These logos are intended to brand the commission, identify it as an entity
separate from HEALTH, and facilitate community engagements. These logo documents
were collected by the co-chairs for a vote count.

V) Subcommittee Updates

Data

The data subcommittee has been researching and narrowing down key health indicators
for inclusion in the report. Data subcommittee members met and were assigned specific
health outcomes to research and report on. The group presented on two documents:

 Table of Contents- a draft document that establishes a structure for the RI health
disparities report that the commission will produce. This is intended as a guide in
the formation of the report and is subject to change (ex. adding or changing
commission recommendations). No suggestions were given on this document.

 The Kansas health equity report- introduced as an exemplary report that the
format of the commission report will closely resemble.

 The Minnesota health equity report- introduced as a second exemplary report that
some report content/format will resemble to some extent.

Policy/Legislative Subcommittee

The policy/legislative subcommittee presented on current and upcoming work. The group
put together a timeline for the work to be carried out. Subcommittee meetings have been
changed to the third Thursday of each month. The updated policy tracker sheet was
presented and made available via email. Key tasks the group is currently focusing on:



 The group is in the process of setting up meetings with government
candidates local organizations to inform coming work. Marti Rosenberg
drafted a letter of invitation.

 Establishing review criteria to evaluate bills- the group has not yet looked
at the Governor’s budget.

Discussion was had on Bill 7490 on creating a special legislative commission to develop
curriculum guidelines for teaching of African/African-American History. Some members
expressed a need for more information on the bill, and this was made available on the bill
tracking sheet. Co-Chair Tanya Dailey requested that the subcommittee draft a letter in
support of this bill to be reviewed by the full commission during the next meeting.

Members requested access to HEALTH bill tracking form, which is routinely updated.
Discussion was had on how to streamline commission responses to certain policies and
potentially collaborating with external organizations/agencies on these.

Community Engagement Subcommittee

The community engagement subcommittee presented on community engagement
materials, including the factsheet and PowerPoint presentation used to raise awareness of
the commission. No suggestions were made on these documents.

VI) April Meeting

April is Minority Health Month. Taking advantage of this fact, members discussed
having an open house in addition to the regularly scheduled meeting in order to raise
awareness of the commission. The commission is responsible for holding four public
forums. The committee engagement subcommittee will be responsible for setting a data
and planning the community forum.

VII) Local Academic Institution Engagement

Reginald presented on engaging local academic institutions to establish a public-private
collaboration. Students at Brown University have expressed interest in becoming
involved with the commission. However, it is important to establish relationships with
other local universities as well. One intern to assist each subcommittee would be useful.
Suggestions given:

 Tapping into pre-existing programs for intern recruitment

VIII) Action Items/Recommendations to Dr. Fine

 The commission will submit a letter requesting funding for the next community
engagement public forum.

Next meeting is scheduled for April 16, from 2:00-4:00PM.


