
Rhode Island Department of Corrections

Medical Ethics Committee

Minutes of December 12, 2012

Members in attendance: Fred Vohr, MD Medical Program

Director-Committee Chairperson; Gordon Bouchard, RN Director of

Nursing; Patricia Threats, RN Public Health Education Supervisor;

Lauranne Howard, Substance Abuse Coordinator; Martha Paone,

Chaplain; Richard Meunier, Dep. Warden; Louis Cerbo, Director

Behavioral Health; Bradley Brockman, Ctr. For Prisoner Health and

Human Rights

Absent: Elizabeth Earls, AD Rehab Services; Kathy Kelly, Chief Legal

Counsel RIDOC; Kenneth Walker, PhD Parole Board; Teresa Foley,

Reentry Services

Recorder: Maggie Paquette, Administrative Officer Health Care

Services

Public: None

Meeting called to order at 1:10p

Minutes of September 21, 2012 accepted with one correction; remove



the word Dysphoric as listed for Gender Identity Disorder

No cases to discuss.

Discussion:

1) An Organ Transplant policy will be drafted; input was solicited

from committee members. 

This committee agrees that inmates may receive transplants which

are deemed medically necessary by community standards, however if

an alternative treatment is sufficient, such transplant would not be

considered. e.g. Dialysis treatment vs. kidney transplant for End

Stage Renal Disease (ESRD). 

Dr. Vohr will meet with Gina Caruolo to discuss drafting a policy and

such will be forwarded to administration for review.

2) The End of Life Medical Care and Advance Directives policy was

discussed. A concern regarding who could serve as a witness to

inmate signature as a independent healthcare professional not

employed by the State. It was also suggested to include layman

language in the inmate handbook regarding this policy and eligibility

for those over 50 or terminally/chronically ill. 

It was suggested that Direct Action for Rights & Equality (DARE)

organization might have resources for a healthcare professional who



could witness inmates endorsing advanced directives forms. Clergy

members are also an option.

3) Anatomical Gifts: If an inmate would like to donate his/her body to

science can they designate such donation upon death? There is no

known policy preventing such allocation. 

The next scheduled meeting of this committee will be on March 13,

2012 at 1p.m. at the Arnold Conference Center at Eleanor Slater

Hospital.

Meeting adjourned 1:50p


