
 
 
 
 
APPROVED MEETING MINUTES 
 
Regular meeting of the Providence Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
March 16, 2016, 4:45 PM  
444 Westminster Street, Providence, RI 02903 
401-680-8400 
 
Overseeing Body:  City of Providence Department of Planning and Development  
 
 
 
Members present: Eric Weis, Matt Moritz, Jef Nickerson, Laura Bozzi 
 
Non-voting Ex-Officio members present: Martina Haggerty, William Bombard, Leah Bamberger 
 
Eric Weis called the meeting to order at 4:49pm. 
 
Mr. Weis asked for a motion to approve January 2016 meeting minutes. Jef Nickerson made a motion to 
approve and Matt Moritz seconded the motion. All voted in favor. 
 
Mr. Weis introduce Mayor Jorge Elorza who then thanked the Commission members and the RI Bicycle 
Coalition for their work and gave remarks regarding the importance of Complete Streets. Mayor Elorza 
also announced that he would be signing a new Executive Order at the meeting that would require 
significant road projects to come before the Commission for review. The Mayor was then joined by the 
Commission members as he signed Executive Order 2016-1 (Creation of a Review Process for Road and 
Sidewalk Projects and Complying with the City’s Complete Streets Resolution).  
 
Martina Haggerty gave a presentation regarding the City’s Bicycle Master Plan Update. The proposed 
schedule for the update includes a kick-off event in March 2016, followed by listening sessions in the 
neighborhoods throughout Spring and Summer 2016, culminating in a public meeting to release the 
draft update in Fall 2016. Ms. Haggerty also discussed the City’s reasons for updating the plan, including 
changes in regulations and guidance about bike infrastructure, opportunities to build upon and take 
advantage of new initiatives and significant projects, and the need to build upon the efforts of the 
previous plan to establish a more robust network.  
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Ms. Haggerty then introduced Ella Boyan, a student at Nathan Bishop Middle School, who prepared a 
video presentation that was then shown at the meeting. The video followed Ella on a bike ride from the 
East Side to Classical High School, highlighting the  possible routes and the issues related to those 
routes. Ms. Boyan asked the city to add bike lanes to the Washington Street bridge over I-95,  make the 
intersection of Washington and Empire Streets bike-friendly, and consider installing protected bike lanes 
along all of Washington Street to make conditions safer for all the kids who want to bike to Classical, 
Central, and PCTA.  
 
Ms. Haggerty then continued her presentation, going into more detail about changes in regulations and 
guidance about bike infrastructure, opportunities to build upon and take advantage of new initiatives 
and significant projects, and the need to build upon the efforts of the previous plan to establish a more 
robust network. The City’s work with RIDOT and VHB to conduct a Vulnerable Road Users Safety Action 
Plan was also discussed as an opportunity to identify and assess factors affecting safety of vulnerable 
road users and present resources to address issues through engineering, enforcement, education, and 
emergency services. Ms. Haggerty also discussed the City’s upcoming Complete Streets Training and 
Audit which will include training sessions with City staff throughout various departments as well as an 
audit of all city procedures and policies to determine changes needed. Specific projects underway or 
soon to be underway were also discussed including the Providence River Pedestrian Bridge and 
Waterfront Park, Downtown circulation improvements, the 6-10 Connector project, the Downtown 
Transit Enhanced Corridor Project, Blackstone River Bikeway Segment 1A, CityWalk, the Separated 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Facility Project that will create a higher quality extension of the 
Woonasquatucket River Greenway into Downtown, and the Dike Street Area Plan. Other potential 
future projects such as an extension of the Washington Secondary Bike Path, improvements to 
Huntington Avenue to create a better connection for bicyclists and pedestrians between the 
Washington Secondary Trail and Roger Williams Park, and the Henderson Bridge project. Ms. Haggerty 
also discussed the growing demand for alternative transportation options as well as the economic 
advantages seen by cities that offer those options. The presentation concluded with highlighting 
possible priority areas for bike improvements as identified at the BPAC’s February 2015 Community 
Meeting. Priority areas identified included the Dean Street corridor, North Main Street, Broad Street, 
Elmwood Avenue, and a connection to the Washington Secondary Bike Path.  
 
The meeting was then opened to public comment.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:35pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Martina Haggerty. 
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