
Providence Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission

 MINUTES

March 19, 2014, 4:30 PM 

Members Present:  Chair Eric Weis, Jef Nickerson, Jenn Steinfeld

Staff: David Everett

1.	Jan Brodie, I-195 Redevelopment District Commission

Ms. Brodie spoke of her interest in coordinating with and keeping

up-to-date on the work of BPAC and then outlined many of the

directives and initiatives of the 195 Commission and “The Link,” as

the property under its control has been named. She mentioned briefly

the influence of the “City Walk” greenway concept connecting

through the Jewelry District and stressed the importance of bicycle

and pedestrian improvements in shaping and selling development of

the Link. Ms. Brodie then reviewed the schedule of RIDOT

construction, the mix of uses planned, and the shorter-term interim

uses for some of the parcels. The latter will tie in to the City’s

wayfinding and “Popup Providence” projects. She also discussed

shared parking plans and the overall objective of providing limited

parking in contrast to past practices. She also reiterated and stressed

the promotion of cycling and walking and establishing connections to

walking routes. Jenn Steinfeld said that Link connections to

downtown are particularly important. Questions were raised and

discussion followed about S. Main Street and bicycle accommodation



– shared lane versus separated – Ms. Brodie expressed an interest in

keeping two lanes of traffic and the shared lane approach for bikes. [It

should be noted that, while the 195 Commission may have some

influence on it, it does not control the configuration and design of S.

Main Street]. She expressed support for the Providence streetcar

proposal but said that the Link is in no way reliant on it. Development

proposals for Link properties are due May 1. 

2.	Bill DeSantis, VHB (consultant for Bike Providence), Roads for

potential bike lanes

Bill handed out a spreadsheet of roads 50’ and wider and asked the

commission to review it and suggest streets to consider for future

bicycle lanes. Suggestions included Memorial Blvd. northbound, the

Point Street Bridge, a section of Orms Street from Charles to

Douglas/W. Exchange to Convention Center, Harris Avenue. Bill will

also look at one-way streets of narrower widths that might

accommodate bike lanes.

3.	Bike Education

Bill DeSantis reiterated his offer of a free on-bike safety course. He

will work on a write-up to use as a call for participants and set a date.

Adjourn – 5:59.                                        

Respectfully submitted by David Everett


