
Ad Hoc Budget Forecasting Committee, Town Council, Appropriations 
Committee and School Committee  
Joint Meeting 
Wednesday, May 2, 2012 at 7:00 P.M.                                             
Auditorium, Barrington Public Library 
 

AD HOC BUDGET FORECASTING COMMITTEE 
Present: Geoffrey Grove, Nicholas DeRosa, Scott W. Fuller, Christopher Ramsden, Jeffrey     
  S. Brenner, William C. DeWitt, Dean Huff and Ron Tarro  

  
TOWN COUNCIL 
Present:         June Sager Speakman, Jeffrey S. Brenner, Cynthia Armour Coyne, William C.               
          DeWitt and Kate G. Weymouth 
 
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
Present: Kathryn D. Cadigan, Timothy R. Sweetser, Geoffrey Grove, Nicholas DeRosa and     
  Rosetta Narvaez 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Present: Robert E. Shea, Jr., Kate D. Brody, Scott W. Fuller and Christopher Ramsden 
 
Also Present: Town Moderator Julia Califano, Town Manager Peter A. DeAngelis, Jr., Tax     
  Assessor Michael R. Minardi, School Superintendent Robert McIntyre and     
  Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction Michael Messore 
                       
Council President Speakman called the meeting of the Town Council to order.  Geoffrey Grove called the meeting of the 
Ad Hoc Budget Forecasting Committee to order.  Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Kathryn D. Cadigan called the 
Appropriations Committee to order.  Scott W. Fuller, Vice Chair of the School Committee called the School Committee 
meeting to order. 
 
Geoffrey Grove, Ad Hoc Committee Chairman, gave a power point presentation which was a product of the discussions of 
the committee’s meetings focusing on what is taxed, the current FY12 tax levy and projections, expenditures which 
included the school and municipal budgets as well as the capital budget, pending capital requests and projections through 
FY21.  Conclusions:  if the school budget grows by 4% per year and the municipal budget by 2.1% and state aid 
continues increasing as promised, in FY20 there will be nothing left for capital; without ongoing increases in state 
education aid, Barrington will hit the 4% cap in growth of the tax levy in 6 years; the tax levy must be increased by about 
3.5% per year starting next year or the assumptions must be changed.  The Town and Schools must prioritize the 
spending on services, capital needs and increases to employee compensation. 
 
Town Moderator Julia Califano presided over the discussion and questions.  Topics raised were the Town’s bond rating, 
how other towns manage the increases in their school budgets, reduction in personnel, sharing of services with other 
cities and towns and being more creative, combine services on a county level as was recently done for the Bristol County 
Water Authority legislation and rules and regulations, have the best possible negotiators for both school and municipal 
contracts, increase technology, have the ad hoc committee continue and investigate solutions, share positions between 
the town and schools, work as a team, engage more people, involve the legislators.  Mrs. Cadigan suggested celebrating 
this year’s 0.0 tax rate increase and thanked the school committee for being so cooperative.  The Moderator asked if 
there should be a continuation of the ad hoc committee, meeting twice a year.  The School Committee suggested there 
be a tri-committee consisting of members of the Town Council, School Committee and Appropriations Committee and that 
they should meet twice a year.  All Council and Committee members agreed unanimously.   
 
Motion by Mr. Brenner and seconded by Mrs. Weymouth to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 P.M.   
Passed unanimously. 
 
                   __________________________________ 
                   Linda H. James, Town Clerk 
 


