
I-195R EDEVEL O P M EN T DIS T R ICT CO M M IS S IO N

M EET IN G O FP A R KS DES IGN S U BCO M M IT T EE
O ctober27,2014

T heP arksDesignS ubcom m ittee(the“ S ubcom m ittee” )oftheI-195 R edevelopm entDistrictm et
onM onday,O ctober27,2014 beginningat4:00 P M ,attheofficesoftheCom m erceR I,located
at315 IronHorseW ay,S uite101,P rovidence,R hodeIsland.

T hefollow ingS ubcom m itteem em bersw erepresentand participatedthroughoutthem eeting:
M s.BarbaraHunger,M s.DianaJohnsonandM r.JohnKelly.

Alsopresentw ereM s.JanBrodie,DistrictExecutiveDirector,andP rojectAssociate,Kate
Holguin. Inaddition,David Freem anofCDR M aguire,P hillipKydd,M ichaelL ew isand L am bri
ZervaofR IDO T ,S haw nM artinofFuss& O ’N eill,Kelly CarrofBET A GroupandBonnie
N ickersonoftheCity ofP rovidencew erealsopresent.

T hem eetingw ascalledtoorderat4:05 P M .

1. Barnaby Evanspresented hisoverallP arkandBridgedesignissues. T hegoalofthe
presentationw asto“ fine-tune” thecurrentplansfortheparksandthebridge. T he
presentationem phasized dredgingoftherivernearthebridgeandraisingtheheightof
thebridge,theextensionoftheR iverW alktoconnecttoS outhS treetL andingand
m odifyingthegradesand pathw aysoftheW estS ideP arksuchthatalaw n,sloping
dow ntotheriver,couldbecreated.

2. T herew asadiscussionregardingthebridgeheightandotherP rovidenceR iver
crossings’ heightsrelativetoactivationoftheR iver. DirectorL ew isdiscussed that
raisingtheI-195 bridgeheightw ouldnotallow forboattrafficbecauseP ointS treetand
Craw ford S treetbridgesw ereequally lim iting,and thedredgedareaoftheriverw asina
narrow channelthathuggedthew esternshore. R isingsealevelsw illhelpw ithdraftfor
boattraffic,butnotw ithbridgeheight. M r.L ew issuggestedthatdredgingtheR iver
w ouldbeeffectiveifthescopew entacrosstheriver’sw idthand includedthefulllength
from P ointS treettoandbeyond Craw ford S treetbridges. Itw asalsostated that
dredgingw ouldbevery costly and shouldbepartofam orecom prehensiveapproachby
theCity and S tateinthefutureusingFederalresources. Anincreaseinheightofthe
bridgew ouldalsoresultinalengthierram pintotheW estS ideP ark.

3. R iverW alkcontinuation: Itw assuggestedthatratherthanusingriprapfortheW est
S ideP arkriverw alls,theR iverW alkbecontinuedalongthefulllengthoftheW estS ide
P ark,includingaw alkw ay underthenew bridge,thatconnectstoS outhS treetL anding.
M r.L ew isstatedthatsuchaR iverW alkisoutsideoftheDO T budgetfortheparks,and
thatotherconditionsoftheriverw alkexperienceoccurupriver,includingareasofrip
rap. Hesuggestedthatnothingbeingdonenow w ouldprecludeachangetostructured
riverw alkpathsandboatram psinthefuture. T hew alkw ay underthebridgem ightbe



theexception,buthesaid thatcreativesolutionssuchasfloatingconstructionstaging
could allow forw orkunderthebridgeevenafteritw asbuilt.

4. GradingoftheW estS ideP arktoallow forlaw nsthatofferadow nw ard slopeoriented
toview softheR iverw asdiscussed. T hisdesignchangew ouldrequireanadjustm entto
thecurrentpathw ay thatrunsalongtheuppereasternedgeoftheparkand w ould
rem oveterracingascurrently designed. M s.Kelly Carrspokeofthelongdesignprocess,
considerationgiventoslopinglaw nsand view s,andthelandscapeplanningthat
resulted intheplansasproposed. DirectorL ew isstatedthatre-gradingw aslikely tobe
cost-neutral.

5. M s.N inaBrow nofBrow nR ichardsonR ow ehadpreviously providedtheS ubcom m ittee
w itha$1.3 m illionestim atefortheconstructionofthearchedfountainsw aterfeature
intheW estS ideP ark.Any w aterfeatureisoutsideoftheparksconstructionbudget,so
fundraisingand otherresourcesareneeded. L essexpensiveoptionsand indifferent
locationsw ithintheparkinlightofpossiblechangesinpathw ay and law ndesign,w illbe
discussedatthenextS ubcom m itteem eeting,w hichw illbescheduleduponreceiptofa
sum m ary by DO T oftheim plicationsofraisingthepedestrianbridgeheight.

T herebeingnofurtherbusiness,uponm otionduly m adeandseconded them eetingw as
adjourned at5:50 pm .

____________________________________
I-195 P arksDesignS ubcom m itteeM em ber


