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   Meeting Minutes      
 

Friday, June 26, 2015   
(RIDEM, Room 300) 

 
In attendance:  Janet Coit, DEM, Council Chair 
  Marion Gold, OER, Vice Chair  

Dr. Nicole Alexander-Scott, HEALTH 
Meredith Brady, DOT 
Darin Early, Commerce RI 
Jared Rhodes, Planning  
Peter Gaynor, EMA 
Michael DiBiase, DOA 
Grover Fugate, CRMC 

 
Director Coit (DEM) opened the meeting at approximately 9:35 AM and invited some new faces around 
the table to introduce themselves and offer a few remarks.  Dr. Alexander-Scott (HEALTH), Darin Early 
(Commerce RI), and Michael DiBiase (DOA) offered some remarks and talked about their Department’s 
roles/responsibilities as they relate to resiliency and climate change.  
 
The first order of business was the minutes from the February 11, 2015 meeting.  A motion to accept the 
minutes was made and unanimously approved.  Director Coit offered some brief comments about a 
presentation made at the December 2014 EC4 meeting, and how the Council cannot make any 
recommendations based upon the information offered in that presentation because a hard copy was 
never provided to the Council.  
 
Director Coit (DEM) offered opening remarks and summarized progress on specific projects/reports 
since the last Council meeting in December.  She highlighted: members of the newly formed EC4 Science 
and Technical Advisory Board (EC4 STAB) who were present in the room (Hal Walker, Jim Boyd, 
Timmons Roberts, Kelly Knee), as well as members of the EC4 Advisory Board (Barbara Cardiff and Brigid 
Ryan); completion of the EC4 annual report (submitted to the Governor/House/Senate June 25th); 
progress on the RI State Energy Plan; progress on the Greenhouse Gas Reduction RFP, to be issued by 
RIOER; the EPA’s Clean Power Plan (to be issued later this summer); ‘Tools and Resources to Assist in 
Natural Hazard and Climate Change Planning’ memo as prepared by the CRMC Beach SAMP Team;  
Representative Lauren Carson’s climate change resolution & upcoming House study commission; 
DOT/EPA announcement about fuel efficiency and carbon reduction standards for medium and heavy 
duty trucks; the success of the Sierra Club rally on June 10th ; the Pope’s encyclical on the environment; 
and, DEM’s soon-to-be-announced Energy Trees Program.  
 
The members of the Council discussed the real need to measure baseline state government energy use, 
and work towards implementing comprehensive actions to reduce overall use and implement aggressive 
energy efficiency technology/protocols.   
 
Grover Fugate (CRMC) provided an update on the Block Island off-shore wind farm project and recent 
site-visit for public officials. 
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Director Coit (DEM) turned the attention of the Council to the election of a Vice-Chair.  Michael DiBiase 
nominated Marion Gold, Commissioner of RI OER.   Numerous members of the Council offered 
comments in support of the nomination, and the Council voted unanimously to elect Marion Gold to the 
position of EC4 Vice-Chair.  
 
Brigid Ryan (Secretary, EC4 Advisory Committee) provided a report-out from the Advisory Board, 
highlighting the desire of the Board to be aggressive (2 meetings have already taken place in May and 
June 2015) and the selection of the Chair (Sheila Dormody, City of Providence, Director of Policy) and 
Vice-Chair (Fred Presley, Town Manager, West Warwick).  She highlighted the guidance Director Coit 
(DEM) has already provided to the Board, and its desire to focus on outreach to municipalities and the 
business community on priority resiliency issues.  
 
Director Coit (DEM) introduced David Vallee, Hydrologist-In-Charge, National Weather Service, 
Northeast River Forecast Center NOAA, to present on inland/riverine flooding in Rhode Island.  Mr. 
Vallee’s presentation (“Climate Trends in Rhode Island and Its Impact on Riverine Flood Behavior”) 
offered the Council information about RI rainfall/temperature trends, changes in flooding behavior, and 
the experience of the March 2010 flooding event.  He highlighted issues such as building standards best-
practices and the need for significant changes along our RI’s urbanized rivers (using examples from 
flooding events along the Mississippi River in 1993).  
 
Director Coit (DEM) then introduced Grover Fugate (CRMC) and Teresa Crean (CRC, RI Sea Grant) to 
present on STORMTOOLS, a web-based tool to examine the impact of storm surge & sea level rise (SLR) 
in Rhode Island.  Launched in January 2015, this web-based tool illustrates potential flooding from a 
variety of different sized storm events and how storm-related flooding is likely to change as sea level 
rises (1’, 3’ and 5’ SLR).  Malcolm Spaulding from URI joined the discussion via teleconference.  
 
Council members followed up with questions about predicting changing precipitation patterns and the 
degree to which RI is coordinating with other states on SLR projects like STORMTOOLS.  David Vallee 
offered comments on how NOAA looks to try to leverage resources with outside partners on key 
projects.  Director Coit asked about work Cornell University is currently doing on predicting precipitation 
changes in the region.  
 
Director Coit (DEM) then presented agenda item #7 to the Council for their review and approval –
“Review/Approval of an Integrated Watershed and River Modeling Study of the Pawtuxet River, RI” as 
supported by CDBG Disaster Recovery funds. She explained that the CDBG Disaster Recovery review 
committee voted in April 2015 to support, in concept, an inland flood modeling project for an estimated 
$175,000.  The approval was conditioned on the CDBG Disaster recovery review committee’s review and 
approval of completed application materials from the EC4.  Approval of the proposal before the Council 
is required to authorize the EC4, through CRMC, to move forward with a formal application for the 
project in conjunction with a team of URI professors and researchers.  Director Coit made a motion to 
approve the proposal which will allow CRMC (with assistance from EMA, DEM and others) to pull 
together the final proposal for the CDBG team.  The motion was seconded by Director DiBiase (DOA) and 
approved. Grover Fugate (CRMC) abstained from the vote.  
 
During the public comment portion of the agenda:  
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Jan Reitsma commented on the STORMTOOLS presentation about wind damage (how it should also be 
considered as part of the project).  
 
Robert Malin (Sierra Club) commented that it is important for the public to understand what the “25 
Year”, the “100 Year” and the “500 Year” storm means.  
 
Kendra Beaver (Save the Bay) commented how permitting, especially emergency permitting, is a very 
important part of the discussion; specifically, the need to check how people and businesses are 
rebuilding post-disaster (need for possible legislative attention?).  
 
Timmons Roberts (Brown University & member of the EC4 Science and Technical Advisory Board) asked 
about the status of many of the milestones and action items in the EC3 report. Director Coit (DEM) 
acknowledged that this is important and needs to be undertaken in coordination with the Governor’s 
Office.  
 
Representative Handy asked if the “damage function” being worked into STORMTOOLS is, or can be, 
“forward looking.”  
 
David Vallee (NOAA) discussed future modeling work NOAA is undertaking that will be much more ‘high 
resolution’, with the goal of getting forecasting down to the street level.   
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:30 am.   


