
Policy	
  Committee	
  Meeting	
  Minutes	
  
October	
  25,	
  2013	
  

	
  
	
  
Present:	
  	
  Dr.	
  Mercurio,	
  Dr.	
  Gifford,	
  Mr.	
  Green,	
  Ms.	
  Mark	
  
Absent:	
  Mrs.	
  Crawford	
  
	
  
Community	
  members	
  present:	
  	
  Jean	
  Ann	
  Giuliani,	
  Amy	
  Brock,	
  Bev	
  Burgess,	
  and	
  
Elisabeth	
  Bode	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
Waiver	
  Policy	
  
Dr.	
  Mercurio	
  discussed	
  the	
  necessity	
  for	
  each	
  district	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  waiver	
  
process/policy	
  for	
  the	
  state-­‐assessment	
  graduation	
  requirement.	
  	
  RIDE	
  has	
  
provided	
  a	
  template	
  to	
  assist	
  districts	
  in	
  developing	
  their	
  policy.	
  	
  	
  Dr.	
  Mercurio	
  
suggests	
  keeping	
  language	
  as	
  generic	
  as	
  possible	
  to	
  assist	
  in	
  assessing	
  student	
  
growth	
  from	
  one	
  assessment	
  to	
  the	
  next.	
  	
  Mr.	
  Green	
  suggested	
  wording	
  such	
  as	
  “but	
  
not	
  limited	
  to”	
  in	
  keeping	
  the	
  language	
  generic.	
  	
  The	
  Committee	
  discussed	
  the	
  
criteria	
  for	
  determining	
  eligible	
  evidence	
  and	
  would	
  like	
  input	
  from	
  EGHS	
  
educators.	
  	
  	
  This	
  process	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  place	
  by	
  spring,	
  as	
  seniors	
  need	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  
the	
  waiver.	
  	
  Dr.	
  Mercurio	
  would	
  like	
  the	
  process	
  in	
  place	
  by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  December.	
  	
  
The	
  first	
  reading	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  presented	
  at	
  the	
  first	
  School	
  Committee	
  meeting	
  in	
  
December	
  and	
  the	
  second	
  at	
  the	
  following	
  meeting.	
  	
  Jean	
  Ann	
  Guliano	
  provided	
  the	
  
Committee	
  with	
  policies	
  from	
  South	
  Kingstown	
  and	
  Warwick.	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Home	
  School	
  Policy	
  
Dr.	
  Gifford	
  noted	
  this	
  policy	
  is	
  listed	
  on	
  the	
  agenda	
  for	
  clarification	
  purposes,	
  but	
  
will	
  not	
  be	
  re-­‐opened.	
  	
  Ms.	
  Mark	
  had	
  contextual	
  questions	
  regarding	
  home-­‐school	
  
law,	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  policy,	
  the	
  district’s	
  requirements	
  vs.	
  the	
  state	
  requirements,	
  and	
  
wants	
  to	
  understand	
  the	
  rationale	
  behind	
  the	
  policy.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Dr.	
  Gifford	
  gave	
  background	
  information	
  which	
  prompted	
  drafting	
  a	
  new	
  policy.	
  	
  
Home	
  school	
  requests	
  were	
  given	
  to	
  the	
  School	
  Committee	
  with	
  little	
  or	
  no	
  
information.	
  	
  	
  The	
  School	
  Committee	
  felt	
  uncomfortable	
  and	
  not	
  in	
  a	
  position	
  to	
  
carry	
  out	
  their	
  role	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  responsible	
  approval	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  
documentation	
  provided.	
  	
  The	
  newly	
  created	
  policy	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  guidance	
  from	
  
RIDE	
  and	
  their	
  FAQ	
  information	
  and	
  provides	
  a	
  high	
  level	
  of	
  guidance.	
  	
  	
  Another	
  
reason	
  is	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  home	
  school	
  information	
  provided	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  
home	
  school	
  period	
  and	
  a	
  request	
  for	
  a	
  renewal	
  when	
  documentation	
  was	
  never	
  
received.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Health	
  and	
  Wellness	
  
Ms.	
  Mark	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  other	
  districts	
  on	
  their	
  policy	
  before	
  presenting	
  it	
  
for	
  a	
  first	
  read.	
  	
  	
  
	
  



Technology	
  Use	
  Policy	
  
Since	
  several	
  staff	
  members	
  are	
  attending	
  a	
  MASSCUE	
  technology	
  conference	
  today,	
  
this	
  item	
  was	
  tabled	
  until	
  the	
  November	
  15th	
  Policy	
  Committee	
  meeting.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Criminal	
  Background	
  Check	
  
Mr.	
  Green	
  explained	
  the	
  revisions	
  to	
  Policy	
  #5420	
  Criminal	
  Background	
  Check	
  and	
  
#6115	
  Volunteer	
  Agreement/Statement	
  of	
  Confidentiality.	
  	
  Both	
  policies	
  are	
  aligned	
  
with	
  R.I.	
  Gen	
  Law	
  16-­‐2-­‐18.1	
  and	
  18.4.	
  	
  Adopted	
  Policy	
  #6116	
  (Volunteers	
  Assisting	
  a	
  
Coach)	
  does	
  not	
  need	
  revision	
  as	
  it	
  references	
  Policy	
  #6115	
  (the	
  requirement	
  of	
  
reading	
  and	
  signing	
  #6115).	
  	
  	
  Dr.	
  Gifford	
  asked	
  that	
  the	
  introduction	
  information	
  in	
  
#5420	
  be	
  merged	
  with	
  the	
  “employee”	
  and	
  “volunteer”	
  sections.	
  	
  #5420	
  and	
  #6115	
  
will	
  go	
  for	
  a	
  first	
  read	
  on	
  November	
  5,	
  2013.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  	
  
The	
  next	
  Policy	
  Committee	
  meetings	
  are	
  scheduled	
  for	
  November	
  15,	
  2013	
  and	
  
November	
  22,	
  2013	
  at	
  1:00p.m.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  The	
  meeting	
  adjourned	
  at	
  2:02p.m.	
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