
March 16, 2011

7PM

Woonsocket City Hall

Committee members present:  Chairman James Cournoyer,

Vice-Chairman City Councilman Daniel Gendron, City Councilman

Christopher Beauchamp, Alan Rivers, Paul Levreault, Matthew

Tessitore.

Guests:  Sheila McGauvran, Director of Public Works

The committee asked various questions to Director McGauvran. The

following topics were discussed:

•	Chairman Cournoyer gave a summary of the project.

•	Director McGauvran noted that the WTP needs to be replaced due to

both the Consent Agreement issue with DEM as well as the fact that

the existing plant is reaching the end of its useful life.  Director

McGauvran suggested that the condition of the plant was the primary

factor and that she is in the process of creating contingency

operating plans/procedures in the event of a failure

•	Director McGauvran, who joined the City within the past few months,

found limited documentation with respect to the WTP project.

•	She spoke to DEM regarding the Consent Agreement and informed

them that the City will not be able to meet the March 2013 deadline;



however, she believes they will work with the City provided that the

City settles on a workable plan going forward.

•	She spoke to RIDOT who indicated to her that no one from the City

has been in contact with them regarding the Pawtucket Pipeline

solution.

•	Director McGauvran said the Pawtucket Pipeline option was now an

unlikely option given the costs and time involved and that it is no

longer “Option 1”, rather, it is much lower on the list of potential

solutions.

•	Director McGauvran has instructed the City’s engineers, CDM, to

re-look at various locations / options to include: Ocean State

Finishing, property across the street from the current facility,

property in and around Logee Street, as well as other to-be

determined sites.   CDM will prepare a matrix of locations with various

key attributes …infrastructure, cost of acquisition, operating costs,

etc. to be presented to the Board at a later date.

•	North Smithfield remains a viable site.  Director McGauvran

questioned the approximate $1M estimated cost of environment

remediation needed at the site, as it appeared to be high relative to

estimates provided relative to the Ocean State Finishing site.

Minutes of the March 3 and March 10 meeting will be addressed at the

next meeting.

Next tentative meeting date was not yet scheduled.



Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:10PM

Respectfully submitted,

James Cournoyer

Chairman


