
Academic	Standards	Committee	Meeting	Minutes	
Tuesday,	December	15,	2015	
1	Ship	Street	
Providence,	RI	
5-6:30	pm	
Present:	Alex	Edelmann,	Deb	Fletcher,	Joshua	Laplante,	Amy	Pratt,	Jen	Sherer	
	
1. Student	Achievement:	Promoting	a	High	Quality	Teaching	and	Learning	
Environment	for	ALL	Students	
a. Examine	proficiency	data	for	all	content	areas,	all	grades	
b. Challenges:	Differentiation,	curriculum,	engaging	instruction	
c. Ninth	grade	is	struggling	the	most.		

i. The	classes	are	co-taught:	special	education	teacher	and	
content	teacher.	

ii. Expeditions	just	started	yesterday.	
iii. Novice	teachers	need	support	

2. Academic	Standards	and	Curriculum	Expectations	
a. Structure	for	revising	curricula	(more	engaging,	more	coherent	
with	expeditions),	expeditions,	course	sequence	and	offerings,	
teacher	assignments.	

b. Work	of	January	to	plan	for	second	semester	
c. Work	of	summer	to	plan	for	next	year	

3. Reading	Assessment	purchase	
a. GRADE:	Group	Reading	Assessment	and	Diagnostic	Evaluation	
b. Twice	a	year,	pre/post	assessment	to	measure	growth	in	grades	
9-11.	

c. Will	research	this	program	and	others	to	support	HOS	decision.	
d. Want	an	assessment	in	place	for	January	

4. Tuition	reimbursement	policy	
a. Change	will	reflect	reimbursement	for	teachers	pursuing	
advanced	degrees,	certificates,	and	training	in	leadership	(not	just	
in	their	content	area).	

b. Develop	application	process	to	propose	and	vote	on	at	January	
board	meeting—something	like:	

i. What	are	your	professional	goals?		
ii. In	what	ways	does	this	program	match	and	further	those	

goals?	
iii. How	do	you	anticipate	your	practice	will	change	as	a	result	

of	attending	this	program?	



iv. What	will	you	bring	to	the	TGS	as	a	result	of	your	
participation	in	the	learning?	How	does	it	align	to	the	
mission	and	vision	of	TGS?	

c. PRN	situation—payment	up	front	issue	
5. Next	steps	

a. Mr.	Laplante	will	draft	application	process.	
b. Committee	will	research	reading	assessments	and	get	information	
back	to	Mr.	Laplante	ASAP.	

c. Revised	tuition	reimbursement	policy	for	board	vote	in	January.	
d. Next	meeting	Tuesday,	January	9.	


