AMBULANCE SERVICE ADVISORY BOARD

C/O Rhode Island Department of Health
3 Capitol Hill
Providence, RI 02908
(401) 222-2401

Meeting Minutes of the Ambulance Service Advisory Board
September 17, 2014

ASAB Member Attendees: Representing:

John Potvin Rhode Island State Association of Firefighters
Leo Kennedy Providence County Paid EMS

Raymond Medeiros Rhode Island State Association of Firefighters
Thomas P. Caito Washington County Volunteer EMS

Jason Umbenhauer Kent County EMS

John Vernancio Private Ambulance Service

Michael McGrane Providence County Volunteer EMS

Peter Grenier Rhode Island Fire Chiefs Association

Lynne Palmisciano American Academy of Pediatrics

Michael DeMello Rhode Island State Fireman’s League

John Pliakas Emergency Nurses Association

1.Establishment of Quorum - A quorum was established with 11 members present.
2.Call to Order - Leo Kennedy, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1307.
3. Introduction of Membership

4. Review / Consent of Agenda - A motion by Jason Umbenhauer to accept with the correction
of removing Animals and EMS to be replaced by EMS Data Management and seconded
by John Potvin to approve the agenda was passed.

5. Approval of Minutes of the June 2014 meeting — A motion made by Michael McGrane and
seconded by John Vernancio to accept the minutes as presented was passed.

6. Correspondence — Letters from Board Members Lauro, Watt, and Savastano stating that they
cannot make the September Board meeting and do not have proxy’s.

7. Announcements:
A. EMS Pride Awards — Dr. Williams awarded EMS Pride Awards for 4 awards for 1
event that involved two agencies (Central Falls and Cumberland Rescue) involving a
cardiac arrest incident



8. Committee Reports:
A. Educational Standards — No report.

B. Pediatric Committee — No report.

C. Medical Affairs Committee — Chairman Pliakas reported that one case was reviewed
and a meeting was scheduled for October 1.

D. Rules and Regulations Committee — Chairman Caito stated a meeting was held to
discuss the schedule of the new protocols. John Pliakas stated that the protocols are being
reformatted with an anticipated date of December. Jason Rhodes reported that Rules and
Regulations should be drafted in time for the December meeting.

E. Legislative Committee — Chairman Pliakas stated there was no activity

F. Controlled Substances Working Group — The group did meet there is a new state
level Director, there is a hang up with the DEA

G. Falls with the Elderly — No meeting

H. Data Management — Chairman Umbenhauer that the Committee has 1 meeting since
the last Board meeting. Version 2.2 is almost all set there are couple of small bugs to
work out. Work has begun on NEMSIS version 3. A meeting has been set for October to
continue the momentum towards transitioning to version 3. Jason Rhodes reported that
the State is very close to making the first upload to NEMSIS.

9. Old Business
A. New protocol format is in progress and expected to be available in early 2015.
Addressed under Rules and Regulations report

B. Rewrite of Rules and Regulations near completion — to Board at December
meeting.
Addressed under Rules and Regulations report

10. New Business

A. Inspection Manual — Document is being reviewed. Changes, additions, and removals
will be reviewed in Committee soon. Expect to Board in December. Jason Rhodes
reported that the Division of EMS reports to the Governor and Department of
Administration monthly certain performance measures including ambulance deficiencies.
Currently 40% of ambulances have a critical deficiency and 70% have a deficiency of
some type on a monthly basis.

B. Request of iT Clamps— Being reviewed by Dr. Fine. Ray Medeiros explained that the
device is “just another type of hemorrhage control device.” Ray stated that many devices
are being used and he is unsure if they are approved or not BUT would like to begin
using this device. There were some concerns that the issue had already made it to Dr.



Fine and not through the Board. Jason Rhodes stated that before he can send an approval
letter it must be reviewed and signed by Dr. Fine, which is the standard for the Health
Department and not just the Division of EMS.

C. Antrovirus D68 — Jason Rhodes stated that they have been following this and that the
Department is dissemination CDC guidance as they get it. Lynne gave an update as to
what she is seeing clinically. She feels as if there may have been a wave over the past 5-
7days.

D. Ebola - Jason Rhodes provided and update and then asked about department’s
compliance with N95 respirator fit testing. Discussion then revolved around
preparedness and equipment needs. Jason stated that this is a big issue that cannot be
downplayed just because it is not on our shores.

E. Mid-Wife Board - Jason Rhodes had a meeting with the Mid-Wife Board, which is
looking to increase the amount of at-home births, which may have implications for EMS.

F. Current Care Viewer — Jason Rhodes explained the brochures that were distributed
regarding this state program. Michael DeMello was supportive of the program, however,
stated that there is extensive data use agreements, which need to be in place.

11. Good of the Order

A. Committee Meetings Dates — Medical Affairs meeting October 21%, EMS Data
Management will meet in the third week of October

B. Circus Incident — John Vernancio stated that the after-action meetings revealed that
the incident was a success due to our interoperability and teamwork. The only identified
issue was the initial declaration of the MCI.

C. PTS Bands - PTS will be provided in the future there was a shortage but that has been
resolved.

D. Health Update — Carolina Roberts-Santana has been nominated for a National Level
Position with EMS-C

Having no further business, Michael DeMello made a motion to adjourn at 1350 hrs.

Respectfully Submitted,

John H. Potvin, Secretary



