
AMBULANCE SERVICE ADVISORY BOARD 
C/O Rhode Island Department of Health 

3 Capitol Hill 
Providence, RI 02908 

(401) 222-2401 
 

Meeting Minutes of the Ambulance Service Advisory Board 

June 18, 2014 
 
ASAB Member Attendees:  Representing:  
John Potvin    Rhode Island State Association of Firefighters 
Leo Kennedy    Providence County Paid   
Raymond Medeiros   Rhode Island State Association of Firefighters 
Thomas P. Caito   Washington County Volunteer 
Jason Umbenhauer   Kent County EMS 

 Joseph DeAngelis   Emergency Nurses Association 
 Al Galinelli    Bristol County EMS 
 Joseph Lauro    American College of Surgeons 
 Dawn Lewis    Hospital Association of Rhode Island 
 Randall Watt    Newport County 
 Kathleen Barton   Public 
 John Vernancio   Private Ambulance Service 
 Brendan Martin   Private Ambulance Service 
 Michael McGrane   Providence County Volunteers 
 
1.Establishment of Quorum - A quorum was established with 14 members present. 
 
2.Call to Order - Leo Kennedy, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1303. 
 
3. Introduction of Membership – Joseph DeAngelis is the proxy for John Pliakas. 
 
4. Review / Consent of Agenda - A motion by Michael McGrane and seconded by Dawn Lewis 
to approve the agenda was passed. 
 
5. Approval of Minutes of the March 2014 meeting – A motion made by Al Galinelli and 
seconded by Dawn Lewis to accept the minutes as presented was passed. 
 
6. Correspondence – 1 complaint was received on an issue that was already reviewed by the  
   Department of Health and it is being referred to Medical Affairs. 
 
7. Announcements: 
 A. EMS Pride Awards – Dr. Williams awarded EMS Pride Awards to William Estrella 
 and Paul Antiwano for their performance on a maternity call. Dr. Williams also awarded 
 an EMS Pride Award to Shonnel Norman for her work as an intern with the Health 
 Department. 
 



 
 
8. Committee Reports: 
 A. Educational Standards – Jason Rhodes presented a report on behalf of Chairman 
 DeMello. A motion made by Tom Caito and seconded by John Potvin to accept the 
 accreditation standards and guidelines was passed. 
 
 B. Pediatric Committee – No report 
       
 C. Medical Affairs Committee – Joe DeAngelis on behalf of Chairman Pliakas reported 
 that there was no activity. 
 
 D. Rules and Regulations Committee – Chairman Caito stated there were 3 meetings 
 and the new protocols were being reviewed. Jason Rhodes reported that the protocols 
 were 98% and will be completed by the next Rules and Regulations meeting. There is 
 also work being done to update the ambulance inspection manual. 
 
 E. Legislative Committee – Joseph DeAngelis on behalf of Chairman Pliakas reported 
 that: House bill H7755 and companion bill S2540, which would add two members to the 
 Ambulance Service Advisory Board (one to be selected by the speaker of the House and 
 one by the President of the Senate) passed on June 17, 2014. Held for further study were 
 bills: S2527 / H7576 pertaining to Epinephrine, and would regulate the use of 
 Epinephrine auto-injectors and allow for the placement and use of said devices much like 
 AEDs. 
 
 F. Controlled Substances Working Group – The group did not meet  
 
 G. Falls with the Elderly – No progress due to some internal changes at HEALTH 
  
 H. Data Management – Chairman Umbenhauer reported that the committee continues to 
 meet and progress is being made, there are no motions at this time. 
 
 
9. Old Business - None  
 
10. New Business 

 
 A. HEAR Radio Systems – Jason Rhodes explained the Advisory that the Health 
 Department distributed regarding HEAR radio systems. 
 
 B. ALS Staffing– Michael McGrane made a proposal to alter the ALS staffing levels to 
 allow for an ALS provider to staff an ALS vehicle with a non-EMT. Michael will present 
 this issue to Rules and Regulations for consideration. 
  
 C. Committee Appointments – Done at the last meeting 
 
 
 



11. Good of the Order 
 
 A. Committee Meetings? – none 
 
 B. Next Meeting - September 17th 
 
 C. Looking for alternative meeting places 
  
 
 
Having no further business, John Potvin made a motion to adjourn at 1410 hrs. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
John H. Potvin, Secretary 
 


