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Meeting Minutes of the Ambulance Service Advisory Board 

December 12, 2012 
 
ASAB Member Attendees:   Representing:  
Leo Kennedy     Providence County Paid 
Raymond Medeiros    Rhode Island State Assoc. of Firefighters 
Thomas P. Caito    Washington County Volunteer 
Russ McGillivray    Kent County EMS    
Kenneth Williams    HEALTH - EMS     

 Michael DeMello    RI State Fire League     
 John Pliakas     Emergency Nurses Association 
 Joseph Reppucci proxy  

For Nicholas Dominick   Hospital Association of RI 
 John Vernancio proxy 
 For Steven Stokes    Private Ambulance Service 
 Randall Watt     Newport County EMS 
 David Savastano    Rhode Island State Assoc. of Firefighters 
  John Potvin       Rhode Island State Assoc. of Firefighters 
 Shea Gregg      American College of Surgeons 
 Lynne Palmisciano    American Academy of Pediatrics  
 Jim McDonald     HEALTH 
 

1. Establishment of a Quorum 
 
2. Meeting was called to order at 13:04 PM by Leo Kennedy, Chairman. 

 
3. A motion by John Potvin and seconded by Randall Watt to approve the agenda was 

passed. 
 

4. Announcements – EMS Pride Awards – Several firsts today! Largest number of EMS 
Pride Awards given out. First time the award has been given to out of state providers, 
and also the first time the person who nominated the providers is present to present the 
award. Awards were presented to:  

 Warren Rescue members: Brittney Goodhart, Adam Cabral, Joseph Costa  
 East Greenwich Fire Department Members:  Lt. Michael Sullivan, Lt. Scott 

Beaudreau, Lt. Michael Jones, Lt. Robert Gardner, Anthony Deluca, Anthony 
Squillante, Jon Szerlag, Ryan Grady,  

 East Greenwich Police Department: Patrolman Tyler Lufkin,  
 



5. A motion to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2012 meeting with one 
grammatical correction was made by Russell McGillvray and seconded by Randall Watt, 
the motion passed.  

 
6. Correspondence – None 

 
 

 
 
7. Committee Reports: 
 

A.  Educational Standards – Mike DeMello gave a verbal report of the Committee  
a. EMT state level practical exam- Committee is working on a template for 

presentation to the full Board in March. 
b. EMT-Cardiac vs. AEMT – Mike DeMello distributed copies of the proposed 

AEMT / EMT-Cardiac Psychomotor Skills Sheets. John Potvin made a 
motion to accept the sheets as proposed with the caveat that grammatical 
changes can be made as needed, Thomas Caito seconded the motion. The 
motion passed. 

 
B.  Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMS-C) Committee – Verbal report by Lynn 
Palmisciano. Informed that we had initially learned the Grant and were informed on the day 
before Thanksgiving that we were given the opportunity to resubmit for the grant. Lynn 
states that Jason Rhodes did much of the leg work at getting the paperwork submitted 
despite a condensed timeframe. Lynn also mentioned that a small group convened to 
determine the future of the committee and to identify priorities. Priorities that were 
identified as education and feedback. 

 
C. Medical Affairs Committee – No report – the committee did not meet. There is one case 

pending and a meeting is scheduled for January 3, 2013 
 

D. Rules and Regulations Committee – Thomas Caito discussed the contents of the attached 
minutes. Many items were discussed including: full review of the Rules and Regulations 
for EMS, process for protocol implementation and changes and inter-facility transfer 
protocol. Committee received one request for a facilitated intubation protocol which was 
tabled. 

 
E. Legislative Committee - No Report – the committee did not meet. 

 
F. EMS Dispatch Taskforce – The committee did not meet. Thomas Caito is the new Chair 

do to the replacement of Sam Adams on the Board. 
 

G. Rules of Order for the Board – Committee disbanded as work was accomplished. 
 

H. Controlled Substances Working Group – The group did not meet, awaiting further 
direction from the Department of Health 

 



I. Falls with the Elderly – Initial meeting was held, discussion revolved around data 
collection. A second meeting will be held after the first of the year and a more thorough 
report will be given at the March Board meeting. 

 
J. Animals and EMS – Russ McGillivray reported that he approached the State Veterinary 

Board Dr. Justine Johnson. Dr. Johnson stated that she is going to bring the Veterinary 
Board to the table.  

 
8. Old Business 
 

A. Burn Protocol status (Gregg) – A meeting was held with Dr. Fine on November 27, 2012. 
It was noted that annually only 2-4 patients require transfer. Dr. Fine had more questions 
regarding transfers. There were no clinical questions remaining and a follow up meeting 
has been scheduled for January 8th. 

B. Revert to Educational Standards (No action taken) – Use of AEMT text rather than 
Intermediate text. It was felt that until March 1st there should be no change in text, after 
March 1st a Cardiac course would need to use an AEMT or Paramedic text. Because this 
was not an agenda item, no action was taken, HEALTH would handle internally. 

C. Flu Vaccine- A legal opinion is forth coming, however no blanket statements can be 
made. Some EMS providers are exempt, however, EMS that is contracted with a facility 
fall into as separate category. More information will be forth coming from Health. 

 
 
9. New Business 

 
A. Action Items from Committee Reports – None 
B. Review of the RN to EMT training program – Requested by Jason Rhodes, Wisconsin 

has a 42 hour curriculum; Educational Standards will review the current standard which 
will only apply to EMT-Cardiac. 

 
 
10. Good of the Order 

 
A. Committee Meeting Dates – None 
B. Next Board Meeting – Chairmen Kennedy provided the Board a schedule of the 2013 

meetings, Lynn Palmisciano made a motion to accept, the motion was seconded by John 
Potvin, the motion carried. 

C. Nomination Committee – John Potvin, Randall Watt, Michael DeMello were appointed 
to the Nomination Committee 

 
Having no further business Chairmen Kennedy wished the Board and audience “Happy 
Holidays” the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Thomas Caito and seconded by Russell 
McGillivray at 2:15 PM. 

 
 

 
 
 



Respectfully Submitted 
 
 

John H. Potvin 
Secretary 
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