Middletown Wind Turbine Feasibility Committee

Regular meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month at
Police Station Community Room

Valley Road

Middletown, RI 02842

6:00 p.m

Meeting Minutes

September 11, 2012

Present: Christine Weglowski Forster, Ray Mosher, Nick Pasyanos,
Richard Price

Meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m.

Ms. Forster reported on the most recent meeting of the East Bay

Energy Consortium, held on September 10, 2012.

There followed a general discussion about the current likelihood for a
municipal turbine in Middletown. Because there is still a moratorium
on applications for wind turbine permits, and because the Town is in
the public comment phase of considering an ordinance that would

restrict small wind turbines to farms, and that the proposed



ordinance is without a municipal exception that would allow a
municipally-owned turbine, if the ordinance is adopted by the
Council, there could be no municipal utility scale turbine in
Middletown until the Council adopts amendments to the wind turbine
ordinance. The committee agreed that a municipal turbine is still a
viable plan, because a location in the West Main Road area exists,
and it is likely that there is adequate wind resource. The committee

noted Council elections in November.

The committee discussed the mechanical problem with the
Portsmouth municipal turbine, and how that has colored some
people’s opinion about the feasibility of turbines. An earlier
Portsmouth Town Council had voted not to pay for a contract that
would have insured mechanical problems, deciding to not approve
the expenditure. The Portsmouth Abbey School turbine, the Valley
Road turbine, and the new Hodges Badge turbine are all working. The
current price of natural gas, which results in a low standard rate for
electricity also influences many people who consider the financial
aspect of renewable energy, but that is expected to change in the
next several years as the gas industry gains more control over the
supply. This development is expected to create a more favorable
opinion of wind. A municipal turbine or turbines in a widely

acceptable, feasible location remains an option for Middletown.

Meeting adjourned at 6:45. Next meeting October 2, 2012.






