
MIDDLETOWN WIND TURBINE FEASIBILITY COMMITTEE MEETING

May 7, 2009

9:00  am

Conference Room

Members present Christine Weglowski Forster, Ray Mosher, Peter

Tarpgaard, Don Mallinson

Also present: Shawn Brown, Ron Wolanski

Meeting was called to order at 9:00 am. On motion of Ms. Forster,

duly seconded, it was voted unanimously to recess this meeting at

9:01 and reconvene in executive session.

On motion of Christine Weglowski Forster, duly seconded, it was

voted unanimously to seal the minutes of the executive session

pursuant to RIGL Section 42-26-7.

On motion of Christine Weglowski Forster, duly seconded, it was

voted unanimously to reconvene this meeting in open session at

10:15.

1.Shawn and  Ron informed the committee that Middletown had

signed a non-binding Memorandum of Agreement with the East Bay

Energy Consortium,  which is comprised of nine municipalities who

wish to work together to  study the feasibility of regional wind turbine

energy in the area. East Providence, Barrington, Warren, Bristol,



Portsmouth, Middletown, Newport, Tiverton,  LittleCompton. Town

Council voted to participate in the Consortium, and Middletown has

committed to $2000 match funding, in cash and in kind. Shawn asked

if committee member(s) would be interested in attending the

meetings as Middletown’s representative. All committee members

expressed interest, depending on the schedule of the meetings.  Ron

noted that there were two subcommittees, a technical subcommittee

and a legal issues subcommittee that would examine the issues

around creation of a regional consortium.

2.Christine proposed looking at solar panels to power Gaudet School,

and asked after the condition of the roof, which is flat. Shawn said the

roof was new. Through its research into Town electricity use, the

committee knows that the Gaudet School is the biggest user of

electricity. A financial scheme could be devised to keep any money

generated by excess energy in the general fund. Shawn proposed an

enterprise fund as a possible solution. Shawn will talk to Ed Collins,

the Facilities manager of the school department.

3. Shawn mentioned that the committee does not have a Town

Council liaison, and proposed asking the Town Council which

Councilors would be interested. Shawn’s suggestion was met with

great enthusiasm.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:40. Next meeting TBA.


