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Meeting of the Board of Directors 
March 19, 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meeting Location: Academy for Career Exploration, 130 Broadway, Providence, RI 02903 

Date and Time of Meeting: March 19, 2013  4:30 PM 

Directors Present: Paul Racicot, Kerry Altman, Jane Nugent, Alan Neville, Mark Andrade, Beth Perry 

Others Present: Lawrence DeSalvatore; Mario Cirillo; Cheryl Howard; Michael Abney, accountant 
(Dittmar, McNeil & Ferolito); Sue Crotty, business manager, DM&F; Matt Plain, 
attorney, Taylor Duane Barton & Gilman 

Directors Absent: Donna Paine, Chelle Butler 

Presiding Officer: Paul Racicot 

 
 

I. Call to Order & Opening Remarks 
Board Chair Paul Racicot called the meeting to order at 4:39 PM.  
 

II. Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 

III. Acceptance of Minutes 
The minutes of the January 22, 2013 meeting of the Board of Directors were accepted by voice vote with no opposition 
and no abstentions, Alan Neville moving and Kerry Altman seconding. The minutes of the February 12, 2013 meeting of the 
Board of Directors were accepted by voice vote with no opposition and no abstentions, Alan Neville moving and Kerry 
Altman seconding. 

 
IV. Finance Report 

Board Chair Paul Racicot introduced Sue Crotty, who has been serving as part-time business manager for the past few 
months in an arrangement with her employer, ACE’s accounting firm, Dittmar, McNeil & Ferolito. Sue first presented the 
Board with an overview of her credentials and qualifications and then provided them with a detailed synopsis of the 
school’s progress in addressing findings and implementing suggestions contained in ACE’s FY2011 financial audit 
management letter and RIDE’s charter renewal site visit report. Sue indicated that all findings and suggestions had either 
been fully implemented or were in process of being implemented. 
 
Paul announced that he had recruited two members for the Finance Committee: Daniel Kuhn, a wealth management 
financial Advisor with Morgan Stanley; and Lisa Corrente-Hetland, an analysis project leader with Neighborhood Health 
Plan of Rhode Island. 
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V. Development Report 

Alan Neville provided the Board with a brief development update that included ACE’s progress on retaining the services of 
a grant writer and a Board discussion as to whether it was best to engage a grant writer per grant or per hour or day. 
 

VI. Head of School Report 
Dr. Cirillo presented the Board with information on a number of items, including progress in developing a new schedule for 
SY2014; ACE’s participation in PPSD’s Graduation Campaign for the Class of 2014; new school security measures; an Office 
of Civil Rights audit being conducted at ACE, and the details concerning a serious after school altercation that had recently 
resulted in the arrest of a student in the Class of 2013. 
 

VII. Executive Session 
The Board voted to enter executive session at 5:22 PM with no opposition and no abstentions, Kerry Altman moving and 
Alan Neville seconding, to discuss: (1) the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Providence Teachers Union and 
the City of Providence, and ACE’s involvement in same; (2) the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Providence 
School Clerical Workers Union and the City of Providence, and ACE’s involvement in same’ and (3) the proposed evaluation 
of school Chief Executive Officer. 
 

VIII. Motions from Executive Session 
The Board returned from executive session at 6:10 PM. The Board voted to establish a committee to review and finalize for 
the Board’s approval an instrument with which to evaluate the Chief Executive Officer. This was carried by a voice vote 
with no objections or abstentions, Alan Neville moving and Kerry Altman seconding. 
 
The Board also voted to direct the CEO and the Head of School to prepare a document for Board review outlining items 
worthy of consideration in agreements among ACE, Providence Public School District, Providence Teachers Union, and 
Laborers International Union of North America, Local 1033. This motion carried by a voice vote with no objections or 
abstentions, Alan Neville moving and Jane Nugent seconding. 
 

IX. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 PM by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


