
 

 

DIVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES REGULATION 
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 

 
 

3 CAPITOL HILL 
CONFERENCE ROOM 104 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 
 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 
8:00 AM 

 
 

OPEN SESSION MINUTES 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Rowland Barrett, Ph.D. 
James Campbell, Ph.D. 
Peter Oppenheimer, Ph.D. 
Margaret Paccione-Dyszlewski, Ph.D. 

 
 
BOARD MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE  
 

Charles Maynard, Public Member 
 
 
STAFF MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Arlene Hartwell, Board Manager 
 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 

None 
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1. Establishment of a quorum 
 

A meeting of the Board of Psychology was held on Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 
the Rhode Island Department of Health, Conference Room 104, 3 Capitol Hill, 
Providence, RI 02908.  A quorum was established and the Open Session 
meeting was called to order at 8:07 AM on a motion by James Campbell and 
seconded by Margaret Paccione-Dyszlewski.  Motion carried. 

 
 

2. Presentation of the January 29, 2015 Open Session Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion was made by Margaret Paccione-Dyszlewski and seconded by James 
Campbell to accept the Open Session minutes of January 29, 2015.  The Board 
voted unanimously to approve the Open Session minutes as presented.  Motion 
carried. 

 
 

3. Old Business 
 

 Arlene Hartwell shared documentation indicating that the language 
stipulating that an applicant seeking a temporary permit to practice 
psychology, was eliminated from statute in 2011. A correction to the Rules 
and Regulations for Licensing Psychologists will be revised at a later date. 
 

 A temporary permit to practice psychology will be issued to qualified 
applicants prior to passing the Examination for the Practice of Professional 
Psychology pursuant to RIGL Chapter 5-44-13. 

 
 

4. New Business – Chairperson’s Report 
 

 The board discussed the Governor’s Budget Proposal Articles 19 and 20. 
o Board members expressed the following concerns about the 

proposed legislation: 
 One omnibus board will not be able to provide 

protection for the public relative to the review and 
approval of applications and complaints against 
licensed professionals. 

 One omnibus board charged with managing 25 health 
professions, each with different training requirements, 
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professional duties, and ethical requirements, will be 
overwhelmed. 

 One omnibus board would lack input from each 
profession. 

 One non-voting technical expert sitting on the 
omnibus board, may not have required expertise 
regarding common practices and would have no one 
on the board with whom to consult. 

 Standards of care may be decided by those not 
currently practicing in the field. 

 The omnibus board structure is not conducive to fair 
proceedings regarding the complaint process for 
licensed health professionals alleged to have acted 
unprofessionally as thorough investigations take time, 
resources and expertise. 

 The bill does not articulate how the board will be 
administratively managed.  

 There has been no public input regarding this 
legislative proposal. 

 Other states that have instituted omnibus boards have 
returned to single profession licensing boards. 
 

o Chairperson Oppenheimer requested that written responses 
to the proposed legislation by board members, The 
Association of State and Provincial Psychology Boards, The 
American Psychological Association – Division 40, and The 
Rhode Island Council of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, be 
attached to the minutes for this meeting.  
 

 Agenda item, ‘credentialing of people with terminal master’s 
degree’,  was tabled for the next meeting. 

 
5. Motion to adjourn to Closed Session 

 
Motion was made by Margaret Paccione-Dyszlewski and seconded by Rowland 
Barrett to adjourn to Closed Session at 8:52 AM.  Motion carried.  Pursuant to 
Sections 42-46-4 and 42-46-5(a)(1) of the Rhode Island General Laws, for the 
purpose of discussing job performance, character, physical or mental health of 
applicants for licensure.  Said individuals have been notified in advance by 
writing that they may request that the discussion be held at an open meeting.  
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Also, pursuant to Sections 42-46-4 and 42-46-5(a)(4) of the Rhode Island 
General Laws, for investigatory proceedings regarding allegations of civil or 
criminal misconduct. 

 
 

6. Motion to return to Open Session 
 

Motion was made by James Campbell and seconded by Rowland Barrett at 
10:00 AM to re-open the Open Session and to seal the Minutes of the Closed 
Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-4, 42-46-5 and 42-46-7 of the Rhode Island 
General Laws.  Motion carried. 

 
 

7. Final Actions on all votes taken in Closed Session 
 

 The board reviewed and approved 2 applications for licensure.   
 
 

8. Adjournment 
 

The next Board of Psychology meeting will be held Thursday, July 30, 2015 at 
8:00 AM at the Rhode Island Department of Health, Conference Room 104, 3 
Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908.  Motion was made by James Campbell and 
seconded by Rowland Barrett to adjourn at 10:02 AM.  Motion carried. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Arlene Hartwell 
Board Manager 
Office of Health Professionals Regulation 


