Senior Advisory Committee
Wednesday, May 18, 2011
Town Hall, Old Town Road
10:30 a.m.

Present: Chair Gail Pierce, Marguerite Donnelly, Janet Merritt, Linda Spak, Sandra Kelly, Betsy
Theve, Betsey DeMaggio and Mimi Leveille. Dorothy Graham was absent. Deputy Town Clerk
Millie McGinnes was present for the recording of minutes.

Gail Pierce called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

Approve Minutes of April 20, 2011 Meeting
Ms. Theve moved to approve the minutes of April 20, 2011. Ms. Kelly seconded the motion and
it carried.
8 Ayes (Pierce, Spak, Donnelly, Merritt, Theve, Leveille, Kelly, DeMaggio) 0 Nays
1 Absent (Graham)

Response to BI Times Website

Ms. Kelly stated that she spoke with Fraser Lang of the Block Island Times, asking that he
consider changing the “Comments” area of the Block Island Times website to “Block Island
Bulletin Board.” She also noted that not all of the information on the site can be viewed by Mac
computers.

Ms. Merritt explained that there was a daily emailed bulletin from the website that she thought
could include community bulletin board items.

Ms. Spak noted that the website was cumbersome and did not meet the needs of the bulletin
board, such as free classifieds, employment, service requests, etc. She noted that a community
bulletin board may be in conflict with paid ads. Ms. Pierce concurred.

Ms. Merritt suggested meeting with Fraser Lang to discuss issues and giving him more time to
work out the bugs of the system. Ms. Spak suggested taking a list of expectations the committee
has for a bulletin board. Ms. Merritt and Ms. Kelly will meet with Mr. Lang and the item will be
revisited at the June meeting.

Update on Activities:

Swimming Pool

Recreation Director Rob Closter joined the meeting to update the committee on the progress of
gaining permission to upgrade the stairs in the Neptune pool. He explained that he has placed
many calls to Meredith McAloon at the Neptune and has not received a call back. He has asked
Town Manager Dodge to follow up.

FISH

Ms. Pierce reported that she was looking for another chair or co-chairs to head up FISH. The
current chair Ann Fagan is looking to step back, though she is willing to serve until someone
new is found. Ms. Pierce suggested revamping the structure to assign volunteers to specific
weeks.

Lunch Bunch and Soup Group
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It was reported that there would be one more Lunch Bunch before it ends for the summer,
although Soup Group will continue throughout the summer.

Spring Activities

Trip to Stonington June 10

Ms. Pierce noted that a trip to Stonington, CT for the Stonington Garden Tour is scheduled for
June 10™ and thirteen participants have signed up at this time.

Monthly Activities

Ms. Pierce suggested initiating monthly activities alternating trips and talks. The Gilbert Stuart
home and Green Animals topiary park were suggested. Ms. Pierce, Ms. Spak, Ms. DeMaggio
and Ms. Donnelly will work as a planning subcommittee for the activities.

Encourage Activities

The upcoming driver’s refresher course scheduled for June 1, 2011 was discussed. At this point
only 9 participants have registered. Ms. Spak will check with the instructors to determine what

the minimum amount of participants necessary to hold the class. The course will continue to be
promoted with a sign-up deadline of May 24".

Correspondence
Ms. Pierce noted that a thank you was received from BIED for the committees’ contribution
toward the community center’s new carpeting.

New Business:
The following items were mentioned under new business:

e Bobbie Edwards, a psychological social worker from New Jersey is interested in working
on Block Island.

® An adult art program in collaboration with the school including Art Teacher Terri
McCombe and high school students was suggested.

e Help for seniors with technology questions is still being offered by students at the school.
Call the school office to sign up.

¢  Soup Group or Lunch Bunch can be hosted in the school cafeteria. Contact Glen Pense
to schedule.

¢ The low income senior tax exemption ordinance should be reviewed again.

¢ The Senior Moments brochure will be reviewed after the issue of the community bulletin
board is settled.

Public Input
There was no public input.

Next Meeting — June 15, 2011 at 10:30 a.m.
The next meeting is scheduled for June 15, 2011 at 10:30 a.m.

Ms. Theve made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:32 a.m. Ms. Kelly seconded with all in
favor.

Millie McGinnes
Deputy Town Clerk Approved: June 15, 2011
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