
Electric Utilities Task Group 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Town Hall, Old Town Road 

12:30 p.m. 

 
Present:  Everett Shorey, William Penn, Barbara MacMullan, John Warfel 
Millie McGinnes was present to take the minutes. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Barbara MacMullan at 12:35 p.m. 
 
Public Input – From the audience, Rosemarie Ives raised questions regarding the following: 

• When will the photo simulations of the Deepwater Wind turbines in the Town Hall lobby 
be updated?  Bryan Wilson of Deepwater Wind noted that detailed updated simulations, 
including a nighttime photo, were put up today. 

• What progress has been made on the “5 next steps” identified at the energy forum held in 
October 2012?  The item will be placed on the next agenda. 

 
Approval of Minutes from August 17, 2012 

Minutes were approved as written in a motion by William Penn and seconded by Everett Shorey. 
Ayes 4 (Shorey, Penn, MacMullan, Warfel)          Nays 0 

 
Deepwater Update 

Bryan Wilson, Jeffrey Grybowski and Chris van Beek were present representing Deepwater 
Wind.  Jeffrey Grybowski gave the following update: 

• The Block Island Wind Farm applications have been submitted to the CRMC and Army 
Corp of Engineers.  The organizations will soon give notice for a public comment period 
on the applications.  Deepwater will do a presentation regarding the applications later in 
the fall. 

• Talks are progressing with the Town of Narragansett regarding bringing the cable on to 
Narragansett beach and siting a switch station on town property. 

• Discussions are progressing with National Grid regarding power/cable responsibilities 
and costs. 

• There is an option agreement in place with the Block Island Power Company. 
 
Deepwater Decommissioning Costs 

Chris van Beek of Deepwater Wind gave a power point presentation regarding decommissioning 
the wind turbines, showing the plan, timing - 5 days per turbine, and costs - $7.45 million.  It was 
noted that the decommissioning physical and funding plan is a part of the CRMC application and 
must be in place prior to approvals. 
 
Much discussion ensued regarding the funding plan.  Deepwater stated that there will be an 
escrow account funded over time.  Concern was raised that there be a funding plan in place to 
cover early decommissioning in the case of a catastrophic event.  It was also noted that the 
BOEMRE (Bureau of Ocean Energy Management Regulation and Enforcement) study on 
“Offshore Wind Energy Installation and Decommissioning Cost Estimation in the Outer 
Continental Shelf” November 2010 has much higher costs for decommissioning.  The EUTG and 
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the Town asked that they be specifically notified when Deepwater and the CRMC are negotiating 
the funding plan.   
 
Ms. MacMullan noted that Deepwater will fund an independent consultant for the Town to 
analyze the decommissioning plan, funding costs and structure. 
 
The following are items that Deepwater will follow up on: 

• Once the power point presentation is flushed out, it will be sent to the Town for the 
website. 

• Working with the Town to fund the Town’s consultant. 

• Returning in the fall to give a synopsis and have further discussions on the CRMC 
application. 

• Comparing the decommissioning estimates of Deepwater and BOEMRE study. 
 
Distribution Upgrade 

It was reported that the Town asked the PUC re-open the BIPCO distribution upgrade docket and 
they have agreed.  Mr. Shorey and Town Manager Dodge will follow up. 
 
Solar RFP 

It was noted that an opinion has been received from Alan Mandl (attached) explaining a power 
purchase agreement would not be a violation of the Block Island Power Company’s franchise 
agreement.  Mr. Shorey will work on language for an RFP for a solar power purchase agreement. 
 
Ms. MacMullan left the meeting at 1:47 p.m. 
 
At 1:49 p.m. a motion was made to adjourn by Mr. Penn, seconded by Mr. Warfel and voted 
unanimously. 
 
Minutes approved:  
 
 
 
Millie McGinnes 
 
 
 
 


