
Dog Policy Options for Blackstone Park - Questionnaire
Backstone Park Strategic Plan - Public Forum, February 23, 2010

1 Do you use Blackstone Park to walk a dog? Yes No

2 Circle one answer for each dog policy option. Brief Comments

Strongly Mildly Mildly for Strongly for
a. Dogs not allowed in all sections. against against

Strongly Mildly Mildly for Strongly for
b. Dogs allowed on-leash in all sections. against against

Strongly Mildly Mildly for Strongly for
c. Dogs allowed on-leash in all sections, against against

and off-leash in sections 4, 5, and 6
during restricted hours.

Strongly Mildly Mildly for Strongly for
d. Dogs allowed on-leash in sections against against

2, 4, 5, and 6 only. Dogs not
allowed in other sections.

Strongly Mildly Mildly for Strongly for
e. Dogs allowed on-leash in sections against against

2, 4, 5, and 6 only, and off-leash
during restricted hours. Dogs not
allowed in other sections.

Strongly Mildly Mildly for Strongly for
f. Dogs allowed on-leash in all sections, against against

and off-leash in section 2,
along the closed portion of
Gulf Street.

Strongly Mildly Mildly for Strongly for
g. Dogs allowed off-leash in all sections. against against

3 Which option above seems the most reasonable to you, and why?

4 Is there another dog policy option that you would recommend, that is not listed above?

Name _______________________________________________

You may submit this to the Parks Department up until March 31, 2010. Mail to Douglas Still, Parks Dept,
1000 Elmwood Ave, Providence, RI 02905 or email dstill@providenceri.com

Blackstone Park Strategic Plan: Public Forum
February 23, 2010

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Report on Forum Proceedings

The purpose of this forum was to solicit input from the public on a strategic plan for Blackstone Park, with spe-
cific objectives to:

o Share ideas for a common vision
o Review and comment on a table of contents for a strategic plan
o Refine trail management recommendations (width, closures, signage)
o Discuss range of options for a dog policy
o Identify roles and next steps for improved management

The forum was well attended by almost 80 stakeholders in addition to the Parks Department Superintendent,
Robert McMahon; Doug Still, Providence City Forester; and several other Parks Department staff. It was facili-
tated by two staff from the Coastal Resources Center at the University of Rhode Island.

Welcome

McMahon thanked those attending the forum for the interest that they and others have shown and the input
they have provided over the years on improving the management of the Blackstone Park. Following introduc-
tions, the facilitators then reviewed the agenda, goals, objectives and norms for the forum.

Park History, Current Improvement Efforts

McMahon presented a brief history of the park, including the attempts by others to purchase the land for an
array of uses. He recognized the efforts of concerned and committed groups such as the Blackstone Park
Improvement Association, the Blackstone Park Conservancy, and other stakeholders who, over the years,
have helped reduce illegal uses of the park and have worked tirelessly toward the park‘s designation as a
conservation district.

McMahon recognized that the park faces a number of issues including differences of opinion on what uses
should and should not be allowed there. One of the questions is how to accommodate dogs and dog walkers
in the park without compromising the health of the natural resources in this unique and beautiful urban area.

He noted that two areas for off-leash dog walking have been identified in Roger Williams Park. However,
these areas require maintenance before they will be ready for that use.

Strategic Plan

Doug Still made a photo presentation on the park, including a reference to the 2007 study conducted by a
Brown University student; management recommendations and some of the current work in implementing them;
and visuals showing challenges in the park ranging from erosion and soil compaction to water drainage
issues. He highlighted actions being taken to address some of these challenges, such as the installation of
fencing to detour walkers from areas where the trail delineation has become unclear and/or where are ero-
sion problems.

Next, Still asked attendees to scan and provide input on the draft strategic plan for Blackstone Park com-
prised of a table of contents and two draft chapters-one on trees and woodlands and one on trails and ero-
sion control. Attendees marked their comments on the draft plan and submitted them for consideration by the
Parks Department.

Vision for Blackstone Park

The facilitators led a visioning exercise in which both individuals and groups expressed their vision for the
park in 2012. A review of those written statements found that a majority of those stakeholders in attendance
want the park to be:

o Peaceful (refuge from noise & bustle)
o A natural woodland /i.e. not formally landscaped
o A healthy forest, with no erosion, and an understory that is regenerating
o Safe for a diverse range of visitors young and old alike-dog walkers, leisure walkers, joggers,

hikers, nature lovers, school groups
o Well-marked with good trails
o Include educational and informative signage
o Family/community-oriented
o A place that balances human uses with protecting the natural resources including wildlife-

where visitors respect each other and the environment
o Clean and healthy-grounds and ponds
o A place that allows dogs as well as humans (point requiring decision is whether dogs must be

on leash or can be allowed off-leash)

A draft vision that statement based on the above could be:

“By 2012, Blackstone Park is a multi-use, undeveloped forest that balances conservation with recreation. It is
a peaceful place in an urban setting that is safe, clean and welcoming for people of all ages to visit. Visitors
are respectful of one another and the natural environment. Trails are well marked.

Following are other statements that one or several attendees - but not the majority - stated they would like to
see:

o Park rangers patrolling the park and enforcing the rules
o School groups actively using the park for educational purposes
o The park linked to the larger open/green space corridor along Blackstone River
o Restoration of native species
o Park soils returned to a healthy state
o Strict compliance with park uses as defined for a conservation district
o Designated places in the park where dogs are NOT allowed
o Designated hours at the beginning and end of the day for dogs to be off-leash
o All areas of the park designated as available for dogs to run free
o Inclusion of dog walkers in park management
o More quantitative evidence of the impact of unleashed dogs on the park

Trails

Doug provided attendees with maps of the park showing trails the Parks department proposes to close and
where there’s proposed installation of fencing to divert foot traffic away from eroding trails. Individuals were
asked to circle the proposed changes they agreed with; place asterisks on the map where they want to see
signage; indicate trails that had not been proposed for closure, but which they believed should be closed;
and to provide any additional comments on trails and signage. The maps marked up by attendees were col-
lected and will provide input to the Parks Department as they make final decisions on improvements to park
trails and signage.

Dog Policy Options for Blackstone Park

Doug presented a range of options for a policy on allowing/disallowing dogs in the park (see questionnaire).
Attendees were give a written list of these and asked to mark their preferred option. The public has until the
end of March to submit their questionnaires. The results will be posted by April 6, 2010.

Next Steps

The Providence City Parks Department will continue a series of steps it has underway:

o Continue developing chapters of the strategic plan for Blackstone Park, with the goal of hav
ing a consultant prepare a full draft ready for public review by September 2010. Plan will
be reviewed by the Coastal Resources Management Council and also by the Blackstone River
Heritage Corridor Commission.

o Initiate a process to revise the city‘s leash law and ordinance on dogs in parks-approach the
city council to allow the Board of Park Commissioners to decide dog policy for each specific
park.

o Revamp the city’s process for licensing/registering dogs-both the city‘s new animal control
officer and the city council members show support for this. Pursue ordinance changes with
City Council as they might relate to proposed changes in policies as described in the strategic
plan and other parks dept. planning - winter 2011.

Adjourn

McMahon thanked those attending the forum for their participation and closed the event at 7:45 p.m.


