
BIPSOC: AD HOC LEGISLATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE

      Meeting of December 18th, 2006		DRAFT

MINUTES				                           

Present: (8) Maureen Keough, Attorney General’s Office/Chair; Laura

Jaworski, BIPSOC; Ed Degnan, Kent House; Lola Lange, Public

Defender’s Office; Dr. Kathleen Carty, Vantage Point; Sisan

Smallman, BIPSOC Chair/Probation & Parole.

Materials Distributed:

•	Agenda for December 18th, 2006 meeting.

•	Minutes from November 17th, 2006 meeting. 

Maureen called the meeting to order at 1:20pm and asked members to

review the minutes from the November 17th, 2006 meeting. Kathy

Carty requested alternative wording in order to clarify a statement he

made at the November meeting. Members approved this change in

wording; Laura will make the appropriate adjustment and re-distribute

minutes with the change reflected. 

Maureen presented the Subcommittee with a draft version of a letter

to be mailed to potential sponsors. The letter addressed three main

areas of concern

1.	Location



a.	A general consensus by the Subcommittee (and BIPSOC) that the

bulk of the batterers intervention program be completed in the

community setting.

2.	Cost

a.	Programs will be operating under even more budgetary constraints

b.	Typically more serious/repeat offenders are incarcerated, therefore

a concern exists if this individuals are “rewarded” by completed a

program in the ACI at no cost.

3.	 Logistical concerns

a.	Program in the prison setting is limited by security issues

b.	Isolated environment does not lend itself to

implementation/utilization of skills and tools acquired.

She asked Subcommittee members to review the letter and give

feedback. Sisan reported that wording could be added to address the

work that has been (and that will continue) on the Comprehensive

Standards. She also feels it is important to outline the requirements

that a program offering batterers intervention in the prison would be

required to meet, similar to those of community programs. Kathy

Carty suggested referencing research studies that support the

legislative proposal offered by the Subcommittee. Maureen reported

also clarifying the scope of the BIPSOC as well as the professional

knowledge of its members.  

Maureen thanked Subcommittee members for their feedback. She will

distribute a final draft for members to review before it is mailed to the



appropriate legislator(s). 

    

Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

UPCOMING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING:

Thursday, February 1st, 2007 at 1pm

(Meeting Tentative)

Vantage Point, Inc. 

1 James P. Murphy Highway

West Warwick, 02893

Minutes Prepared by Laura Jaworski


