
THE RHODE ISLAND CONVENTION CENTER AUTHORITY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

DUNKIN’ DONUTS COMMITTEE MEETING

April 26, 2011

A meeting of the Dunkin’ Donuts Convention Center Committee of the

Rhode Island Convention Center Authority Board of Commissioners

was held on April 26, 2011, pursuant to notice at the Rhode Island

Convention Center Boardroom, One Sabin Street, Providence, Rhode

Island. 

 

Board members present were Committee Chairman Jeff Hirsh, Dale

Venturini, Jason Fowler, Paul MacDonald, David Duffy, Bernie

Buonanno and Letitia Carter.  

Also in attendance were Jim McCarvill, Betty Sullivan and Kim

Keough, RICCA; Tim Muldoon, Arleen Oliva, Deb Tuton, Nancy

Beauchamp, Amanda Marzullo and Melissa Masunic, RICC; Cheryl

Cohen, Larry Lepore and Jodi Duclos, DDC; Steve Habl, VMA; Michael

Nugent, House of Representatives; Bruce Leach, Legal Council and

Eileen Smith, recording secretary. 

Mr. Buonanno called the meeting to order at 2:08 PM.

Mr. Buonanno noted that our last meeting was in February and that

those minutes had been approved at the prior month’s Board

meeting.  



Mr. Buonanno recognized Mr. Lepore and asked that he address the

Committee.  Mr. Lepore stated that he saw the bleeding stop in March.

 Mr. Lepore noted that for the month of March net income was $29,054

to budget.  He stated that ancillary and other income which offset

unfavorable rent.  Mr. Lepore reported that the Circus is doing well

and that he expects a good walkup crowd for the weekend. 

Discussion ensued regarding upcoming concerts.  He said that

concerts are not selling out anywhere.  Mr. Lepore distributed a

comparison with our competition of current on sale concerts.  Mr.

Lepore said that our biggest competition comes from Mohegan Sun

because they can guarantee a larger payout and are not overly

concerned with ticket prices and sales.  Mr. Lepore noted that we

have some significant talent performing at the Dunk in the coming

months, Usher, Michael Buble, Disco Nights and Josh Groban.  Mr.

Duffy asked if the ticket prices are high for Usher.  Ms. Cohen stated

that the highest price ticket is $109.00 which is consistent with other

venues and those tickets are selling better than lower priced seats. 

Mr. Lepore reported that we are trying to attract Katty Perry and

Straight No Chaser.

Discussion ensued regarding the Governor’s proposed sales tax

initiative.  Mr. Lepore stated that a sales tax would be a huge problem

for the facilities.  He noted that our vendors and promoters would

choose other States because the cost of bringing shows to Rhode

Island would be higher.



Mr. Lepore reported that Gilbane and Ellerbe Beckett would be

touring the building with representatives of a facility in Portland

Maine that is considering remodeling their building.  Mr. McCarvill

noted that while Ellerbe and Gilbane are here Mr. Lepore will address

the leaks that have occurred in the expansion joints.  Mr. Lepore will

attempt to negotiate a fix for the problem. 

          

Mr. Buonanno asked if there was any new business.  Hearing none he

asked for a motion to adjourn. Upon a motion duly made by Mr.

Fowler and seconded by Ms. Venturini it was unanimously

VOTED: 	to adjourn at 2:48 PM


