
CALLAHAN SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes 

 
MEETING PLACE:   Town of Burrillville, Town Hall, Council Chambers 
MEETING DATE: March 27, 2006 
MEETING TIME:  6:30 PM 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
David Brunetti 
Mark Brizard 
Roger Robert 
Andre Auclair 
Mike Coutu  
 
MEMBERS/STAFF ABSENT: 
Barry Lowe - Excused 
 
 
STAFF/CONSULTANTS PRESENT: 
David DeQuattro, RGB 
Barbara A. VonVillas, School Dept. 
Mary Karmozyn, School Committee Chair 
Gordon Richardson, School Department 
Dawn Bailey, Clerk of the Committee 
Karen Ostroff, ex-officio 
Nancy Binns, Town Council Liaison 
John Mainville, Town Finance Director 
C. Russell Jennings, Clerk of the Works 
Kevin Thibedeau, Lusi Construction 
 
STAFF/CONSULTANTS ABSENT: 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
John Carbone, Vortex 
Lt. Mainville, HFD Fire Marshall 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM 
 
A motion was made to move New Business Item #1 up in the agenda to accommodate 
the Fire Marshal so when he arrives the Committee would be able to go into discussion 
with him. 
 A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Mike Coutu to move New 
 Business item #1 to accommodate the Fire Marshal.  With no further discussion, 
 the vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
A requested was made to let Karen Ostroff, Ex-Officio say a few words 
 A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Mike Coutu to allow Karen 
 to address the committee.  With no further discussion, the vote in favor was 
 unanimous. 
Karen stated the she had given her two-week notification to the School Committee and 
Friday, March 31 would be her last day as Principal of Callahan.  She has accepted a 



position elsewhere.  She wanted to thank the Committee for the hard work that is being 
done for the kids. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Request to approve the minutes for the 2/27/06 meeting  

A motion to approve the minutes for the 2/27/06 meeting was made by Mark 
Brizard and seconded by Mike Coutu.  With no further discussion, the vote in 
favor was unanimous. 

 
 
APPROVAL OF INVOICES 
Clerk of the Committee, Dawn Bailey ($130.50) 

A motion to approve the Clerk of the Committee invoice from Dawn Bailey in the 
amount of $130.50 was made by Mike Coutu and seconded by Mark Brizard.  
With brief discussion by Roger Robert questioning the pay rate amount for the 
Clerk of the Committee, followed by comments from David Brunetti explaining the 
rate of pay, the vote in favor was unanimous. 

 
Invoice # 502-2 from C. Russell Jennings, Clerk of the Works ($1040.00) 
 A motion to approve invoice # 502-2 ($1040.00) to Russell Jennings was made 
 by Mark Brizard and seconded by Mike Coutu.  With no further discussion, the 
 vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Invoice to DP Printing ($42.00), nameplates for the Committee 
 A motion to approve the invoice to DP Printing for $42.00 was made by Mark 
 Brizard and seconded by Andy Auclair.  With no further discussion, the vote in 
 favor was unanimous. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENT:  None 
 
Standard Items 
This is a new category to the agenda.  These items were placed on the agenda as 
standard items, as they will be spoken about at each meeting. 
 
Pre-Construction / Construction Meeting 
Russell Jennings explained that the preconstruction meetings are primarily held to 
ensure both parties are on the same page.  Mr. Jennings also gave an update on the 
badge system.  He stated that the badge system is in place and everyday workers will 
have a permenint badge number.  The sub contractor numbers will change daily and 
they are required to sign in at the construction trailer.  A concern from Roger Robert was 
that when he drove by the school on Friday, he could not see a badge number on the 
backhoe driver.  Russell Jennings confirmed that the badge system was put into place as 
of this morning.  Dave Brunetti stated that from this point forward no one is to be allowed 
into the building without a badge.  Mr. Jennings confirmed this.  Lusi's project 
superintendent will be responsible for assigning the badges daily.  The superintendent is 
Donald (Dutch) Dutchover. 
 
Construction Activities Conducted Since the Previous Meeting 
Russell Jennings gave a summary discussion as to what has been transpiring.  The 
triangular area near the vestibule is now gone.  The removal of the foundation was in full 
swing as of today.  The concrete slabs in the area of the new gym have also been 
removed.  The smaller trees in the area have also been removed.  There is discussion 



regarding the larger pine trees and their removal.  They will be meeting with an arborist 
Tuesday morning.  With this effort, there will be some redistribution of parking.  
Temporary partitions are in place. The cleanup of the area where the new gymnasium 
will be placed is expected to be completed in a few days.   
Mike Coutu questioned how the flow of children is.  Mr. Jennings stated that meetings 
have been held with the students and faculty.  The Fire Marshal has been present and 
fire drills are being conducted after the meetings.  A fire drill was done on Monday and 
the full student body was evacuated in 2 minutes.  The Fire Marshal and building 
inspector are working very closely with the school and Lusi Construction. 
 
Dave Brunetti wanted to clarify that there was misinformation on the notice that he sent 
out to the school in regards to the exit areas of the gym.  To avoid this misinformation 
next time, he will have the notice reviewed by Russell Jennings and Kevin Thibodeau, as 
well as David Brissette, Acting Principal, before it is sent out.  David Brunetti stated that 
he was also notified of a dusting issue in the cafeteria.  It was also stated that as soon as 
the backhoe driver was made aware of the dusting issue, he shutdown immediately and 
addressed the issue.  A discussion in relation to the noise was brought up and Mr. 
Brissette has stated that he does not feel that the noise is directly affecting the 
classrooms.   
 
A discussion was also held as to who should the staff report to if there is an issue and it 
was agreed upon that all administrative staff within the school will report to David 
Brissette, Acting Principal.  At that point, David Brissette will notify Mr. Jennings. If Mr. 
Jennings is not available, then he will notify Mr. Dutchover. 
 
Construction Activities for the Next 30 Days 
The rest of this week will consist of the preparation for the area where the new 
gymnasium will be constructed.  Towards Thursday or Friday, excavation will commence 
for foundations.  This will be followed by setting of forms for the foundation footings, 
followed by the pouring of concrete for the footings. The decision was made that the 3rd 
floor will be available for construction work by Lusi during the April vacation.  The 
abatement process for the 3rd floor will also be taking place during the April vacation 
period. Finally, certain areas of the 2nd floor will be needed for pipe chase work 
preparations.   
 A motion was made by Mark Brizard to combine the discussion of the HAZMAT 
 abatement plan with the above discussion.  With no further discussion, the vote 
 in favor was unanimous.  
  
Kevin Thibedeau passed out plans in regards to the abatement process and the areas 
that are needed for the second floor.  Areas on the second floor needed are room # 138 
resource room closet. A temporary partition will need to be made around the closet for 
the pipe enclosure.  There will be a need for core boring holes for the pipe chase work.    
Per David Brissette and Barbara VonVillas, this is ok with the school and should not 
affect the resource room.  There will be no pipes showing.  Lusi will construct temporary 
walls around the areas needed.  John Carbone, Vortex, stated that there is a 10-day 
notification period for the state prior to the start of the HazMat abatement work.  
Therefore, he requested to know what date the area will be available in order to start the 
abatement work.  Per Gordon Richardson, the school department is planning to remove 
the items on the 3rd floor for the 8th and 9th of April.  At that time they will be ready to hand 
over the 3rd floor to Lusi and Vortex.  Prep work will begin during the week of the 10th and 
they will be able begin on the 14th.  Gordon Richardson will open the building for Vortex 
and Lusi over April vacation.   



A discussion relative to when the heat will be turned off was held.  David Brissette stated 
that a memo has gone out stating that the heat will probably be turned off in the '36 
building at the end of April.  No child will be in that building for a long period.  The heat 
will be left on in the '73 building.  The Committee decided that they would make a final 
decision about the heat turn-off date at the next meeting, April 24th, and will make use of 
the short term temperature forecast when making that decision.   
 
John Carbone stated that the square footage for the entire area in the building to be 
abated was less than 10,000 sq. ft.  A total of 2,500 sq. feet of carpet was to be removed 
and disposed of during April vacation, as well as 2,200 sq. ft of tile on the 3rd floor.  
Preparation work was slated to begin on Friday, April 14th and would require 2 days.  Air 
sampling results from the abatement work should be available by the following Thursday 
morning.   
 
Regarding the HazMat abatement plans, Dave DeQuattro presented a set of three 
drawings summarizing the areas planned for abatement, as was agreed to in general by 
the Committee at the previous meeting.  Mr. DeQuattro requested formal approval of the 
plan so that Mr. Carbone of Vortex could submit the plan to the state to be in compliance 
with the 10-day notification period. The final configuration for the full scope of the floor 
tile areas, including details of adds and deletes, will be made available by RGB (Ray 
Garvey) for the next meeting. The Committee also requested that a new estimate be 
given for this work so that they are assured that it will be within the $100,000 budgeted 
for this part of the project.  
 A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Roger Robert on the plan 
 that was submitted by RGB for the abatement plan.  With no further discussion, 
 the vote in favor was unanimous.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Lt. Chip Mainville, Harrisville Fire Department 
Lt. Mainville introduced himself as the Fire Marshal assigned to the project.  He 
addressed the fire drills and is very happy with where we stand.  Adjustments have been 
made to get out of the building quickly.  The fire department will be staying active with 
the project.  David Brunetti asked for confirmation regarding whether it will continue to be 
standard practice to have fire drills any time there is a change in points of egress.  Lt. 
Mainville responded that it is standard, especially in the case where the egress is all to 
one side.  The other concern raised by David Brunetti was the exit signage for the 
cafeteria.  Per David Brissette, fire drills have been practiced during lunch hours and the 
children have adjusted to the change and know where to go. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Pre Concrete Conference 
Per Russell Jennings, the conference went well.  Everyone who was scheduled to be 
there attended; fire marshal, building inspector, any subcontractor related to concrete.  
Soil samples have been submitted.  As of now, it is all in place and concrete will begin to 
pour by next week. 
 
Playground Layout 
Change request #1, 3 & 4 all relate to site changes, ex. parking on the 2 side streets or 
playground layout.  The 3 changes have been deleted because they were all superseded 



by Change order #8.  #8 cannot be accepted per the building inspector.  Zoning will not 
allow perpendicular parking on Maple Street due to the liability from possibly backing into 
the flow of traffic.  #8 will be deleted and that plan will be revised.  Dave DeQuattro 
brought plans to show the new concept of parking to replace #8.  Parking will be on 
Foster Street.  Pricing will be less.  RGB will provide cost at next meeting.  Move 
playground in northerly direction from early plan.  Parallel parking on Foster Street.  
Fencing will be added.  There will be additional paving in the play area and additional 
gravel near tree areas immediately adjacent to the building.  Need to wait for final figure 
before a vote can be taken.  In order obtain approval by the state regarding the concept 
for the playground and new parking area; Dave DeQuattro requested approval by the 
Committee.    

A motion was made by Roger Robert and seconded by Andy Auclair on the 
concept as laid out in the drawings by RGB for the playground and parking.  With 
no further discussion, the vote in favor was unanimous.   

 
Gutters 
Roger Robert rose the question of removing the gutter on the side of the building and 
moving to the front of the building.  It was determined that it would be too costly to do this 
and the Committee would be paying double labor.  Mark Brizard stated that the purpose 
of the gutters is to have all the gutters working properly with the drainage system and to 
include downspouts.  Dave DeQuattro’s recommendation is to wait for Apollo Roofing 
and let them use their lifts to see the roof and gutters for a thorough inspection in the 
summer. The general concept of: replacement of copper gutters where appropriate, 
replacement of downspouts with aluminum where appropriate, and usage of gasketed 
joints; was agreed to by the Committee. 
 
Painting of Classrooms in ’73 Building 
Kevin Thibodeau will be letting the Committee know the total square footage so they can 
assess the pricing.  Russell Jennings suggested that this item be continued till next 
meeting.  In the quote for painting, $4,200 has been added to have the contractors move 
the furniture to paint the wall.  Other arrangements could be made to have the furniture 
moved, such as having the school maintenance staff move the furniture to avoid this 
$4,200 component of the cost.  Additional information needs to be provided. 
 
#6 Deletion of flooring in corridor no.127 in the 1973 building. All were in agreement to 
take the credit of $4,137.00 for this deduction of approximately 16 hundred sq. ft. of VCT 
flooring. Credit was also given for the preparation that would have been necessary in 
order to apply new tile over the existing tile.   
 
#7 Ceiling Tiles in all the classrooms (15 classrooms).  14,400 sq. ft. of ceiling tiles.  
Mark Brizard requested to hold and review the issue of ceiling tiles. #7a-7e are all in 
regards to the ceiling tiles.  Some are not being recommended.  Lusi Construction does 
not recommend #7a. 
 
Dave DeQuattro mentioned that currently half of the ‘73 building unit ventilators work 
under digital control.  Since all of the ’36 building ventilators will be replaced with digital 
units, Dave DeQuattro recommends having the other half of the ’73 building done in 
order to have digital units throughout both buildings. An estimate to address this was 
requested for the April 24, 2006 meeting. 

A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Andy Auclair to request 
Gordon Richardson to obtain an estimate to bring the remainder of the ’73 



building up to digital control.  With no further discussion, the vote in favor was 
unanimous.  

 
Discussion was held in regards to the fire rated glass for the overlook to the ’73 building. 
The options noted by Dave DeQuattro were either fire rated, fully open glass divider 
versus a mess glass, which would have a maximum opening of 10 sq.in.  Estimates will 
be made available for the next meeting. 
 
Discussion of Boiler 
Gordon Richardson discussed his concern about the selection of the cast-iron boilers 
instead of a steel boiler because the school department was having some problems with 
them.  Research was done and the cost of a steel boiler over the cast-iron boiler was 
$15,000.  Gordon was concerned with the amount of repairs that are being done on the 
cast-iron boilers.  Dave DeQuattro stated that with his research and speaking to his 
engineer he feels that cast-iron boilers are a better way to go for this project.  Russell’s 
opinion was to put weight on RGB’s engineers.  Gordon stated that the boilers that are in 
the schools now have split at the seals and at a section.  All seals have been replaced, 
including those of the 1995 boiler in the old boiler room.  This boiler has had replacement 
of seals at least 6 times.  Roger questioned if it was installation.  Gordon disagrees with 
this.  When the boilers are off for the summer the seals tend to shrink.  It was also 
mentioned that the boilers should be running year-round to prevent the leakage of seals 
upon restart of the boiler. Dr. VonVillas added that she felt it would be best to go with the 
recommendation of the RGB engineer as we could go back to him if there was an issue.    
   

A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Roger Robert to stay with 
the recommendation to go with a cast-iron boiler.  With no further discussion, the 
vote in favor was unanimous. 

  
Longer-Term Construction Schedule 
Postpone till next meeting after April Vacation. 
 
Renovation and addition project summaries 
Mark Brizard stated that the summaries proved were a good start, but that the 
Committee would like to have more detail, such that the general concepts of the entire 
specs book and drawings were summarized.  David Brunetti restated the request to have 
a summary of all areas of the buildings – classrooms, media center, gymnasium, etc. so 
that the members of the Committee could use this as a quick reference guide as we 
proceed through the project, as only one set of drawings and only one specs guide is 
available for the entire Committee. 
 
Sub-Committee for Healthy Communities Grant 
Based upon a thorough evaluation by the Assistant Superintendent, this project does not 
qualify for the Healthy Communities Grant. 
A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Andy Auclair to dissolve the sub-
committee.  With no further discussion, the vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Portable Classroom 
School department has stated that they can get way without having the a portable 
classroom 



A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Roger Robert to rescind the 
original vote of obtaining a portable classroom.  With no further discussion, the vote in 
favor was unanimous. 
 
Pascoag Electric Energy Star Grant/Rebate Program 
Waiting for submittal.  Process ongoing.  Electrical engineering and subs have meet with 
Pascoag Electric. $80,000 is available for rebate.                             
 
Value Engineering Proposals 
Mark Brizard would like to reinstate some of the options that were originally deleted from 
the project (refer to Lusi Construction proposals list dated December 1, 2005).   A 
request for estimates to be given at next meeting was made. 
Items up for discussion were: 
#8 Canopy at rear entrance.  The consultants from the school department indicated that 
re-enlargement of this canopy would not be necessary. 
#15 New flooring at the south end of cafeteria. Per Kevin Thibodeau, the Committee has 
until June to make a decision on this item.    
#18, 19, 20 & 21, all are in regard to millwork changes.  Revised estimates would be 
needed for these 4 millwork-related options. It is expected that the price would not 
increase by more than approximately 8% from the original estimate of $7,739 for this 
work.  Kevin Thibodeau stated that this would need to be approved before the next 
meeting in order to avoid delays. 

A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Mike Coutu to reinstate 
Items # 18, 19, 20, and 21, and to allow for David Brunetti and Mark Brizard to 
sign-off on approval of the expenditure once a new estimate is received.  With no 
further discussion the vote in favor was unanimous. 

#38 Acoustical deck at gym – already have something to this affect in place. 
 
Chalkboards vs. White Boards in ’36 building 
Committee would like to use chalkboards instead of the whiteboards (dry-erase boards) 
originally specified for the ’36 building.  Would like to take credit for ‘36 building instead 
of white boards.  Also would like the use of chalkboard in the science room.  Kevin 
Thibedeau will check on the status of the boards.  Gordon Richardson will research other 
material to use to renew the current blackboards in the ’36 building, such as a special 
paint. He will work with David Brissette for the evaluation of different alternatives, as Mr. 
Brissette stated that something must be done to improve these chalkboards and agreed 
that whiteboards would not have much longevity. 

A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Mike Coutu to take a 
credit and use the existing blackboards instead of the whiteboards.  Also to add a 
blackboard in the science room instead of using the whiteboard requested in the 
contract.  With no further discussion, the vote in favor was unanimous. 

 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Committee did not want to do a groundbreaking ceremony.  
 
Public Comment Period 
At the 2/27/2006 meeting, the committee voted to keep the Citizen Comment Period and 
to limit the amount of time a citizen would be able to comment.  The policy for Citizens 
Comment needs to be attached to the agenda.  Discussion was held on the meaning of 
Citizens Comment and the amount of time a person should be able to speak. 



A motion was made by Mark Brizard and seconded by Mike Coutu to have a 
maximum time limit of 2 minutes that a person will be able to speak during the 
public comment period.   

 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Kevin Thibedeau mentioned the need for additional soil sampling and testing by Lincoln 
Environmental for the presence of heavy metals (lead, etc.) for areas in front of the 
building. Dave DeQuattro to contact Lincoln Environmental in order to have this 
additional work conducted. 
 
Mark Brizard questioned if there was a Get Well Card for Barry Lowe.  Dawn Bailey 
provided one to the Committee to be signed. 
 
Gordon Richardson stated that John Carbone, Vortex has invoices for the asbestos 
removal.  Gordon was questioning how to handle the invoices that are sent to him.  
David Brunetti stated that all invoices need to be sent thru RGB.  Russell Jennings 
requested that all invoices be sent to him and RGB  for review. 
 
Gordon also made the comment that the school department needed to rent trailers to 
store the furniture and boxes in order to vacate the 3rd floor.  He will be setting up the 
trailers and will receive the invoices monthly.  He was questioning whom he would 
forward the invoice to.  Per Chairman Brunetti, there was no request made to the 
committee to approve an expenditure for these trailers, so this item will need to be 
placed on the agenda for approval at the next meeting. 
 
ADJOURN 
 A motion was made by Andy Auclair and seconded by Mark Brizard to adjourn 
 the meeting at 9:45 PM.  With no further discussion the vote in favor was 
 unanimous. 
 
MINUTES APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

David Brunetti, Committee Chair  Mark Brizard, Vice Chair 

  
 
Date: _________________________ 
 
Date filed with Town Clerk:  _____________________ 
 
Next Meeting Date: April 24, 2006    
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