
 
East Providence Waterfront Special Development 

District Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes of April 8, 2009 
 
Attendees: William Fazioli, Vice Chairman 

John Gregory 
Bruce Chick 
Steven Hardcastle 
John Pesce 
Jonathon Killian 
Luis Torrado 

 
Staff: Jeanne Boyle, Executive Director 
 Robin Main, Counsel 

Roberta Groch, AICP- Planner 
  

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35PM. 
 
1. Vice Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
Mr. Fazioli stated the Commission’s appreciation to Chairman Patrick Rogers, who recently 
resigned from the Commission due to other commitments.  He thanked Mr. Rogers for his years of 
dedicated service.  Before his departure, Mr. Rogers asked Mr. Fazioli to serve as Vice Chairman of 
the Commission.  The Governor must approve a new chairman for the Commission and another 
member, as well as one other member that is a joint appointment of the Mayor and the Governor. 
 
The City Council voted to approve a resolution requesting that legislation regarding the siting of 
solid waste facilities through the RIDEM be modified to give cities and towns statewide the chance 
to voice their opinion before the RIDEM acts on the license.  They requested that the General 
Assembly act on his legislation.      
 
VOTE: A motion was made to send a letter to Mr. Rogers from the Commission, expressing their 
appreciation to him for his service.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved without 
discussion.     
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
VOTE:  A motion was made to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2009.  The motion was 
seconded and unanimously approved without discussion.   
 
3. New Business 

A. Auditor’s Report 
Mr. Paul Dansereau of Parmalee Poirier & Associates LLP discussed the recently-completed audit 
of the Commission’s finances (at the request of the Commission).  The report was delayed due to 
some internal issues regarding the EPA grant stormwater grant that staff is managing.  The 
Commission acts only as a pass-though for the money to go from the EPA to the consultants: this 
issue has been simplified for the future.        
 
VOTE: A motion was made to accept the audit. The motion was seconded and unanimously 
approved without discussion.             
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B. Request for Extension- Phillipsdale Landing/Essex River Ventures 
Mr. John Fenton of Essex River Ventures requested a six-month extension for the Phillipsdale 
Landing project’s deviations.  Due to current economic and housing conditions, the project will be 
going forward with financing from Rhode Island Housing that will require more affordable housing 
and rental units.  The Applicant will appear before the Commission again for modifications to an 
approved plan.    
 
VOTE: A motion was made to approve the six-month extension for deviations. The motion was 
seconded and unanimously approved without discussion.      
 

C. Request for Extension- East Pointe Development/GeoNova  
Ms. Christine Engustion, lawyer for the East Pointe project, requested a six-month extension for the 
project’s deviations, due to the current economic climate.  This is the third such extension request.  
GeoNova has tried to market the project for some time.   
 
VOTE: A motion was made to approve the six-month extension for the project’s deviations, dated 
January 21, 2009. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved without discussion.      
 

D. Request for Extension- 51 Dexter Road/Richard Palumbo 
Mr. Palumbo requested an extension to his project due to on-going litigation with P&W.  Because 
the Applicant has not yet met the Conditions of Approval, no extension was required.    
 

E. Tockwotton Home- Minor Modification to Approved Plan 
Mr. Kevin McKay of the Tockwotton Home and Ms. Jan Greenwood of Woodard and Curran stated 
that the federal Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funds that will be used for financing the 
project requires that an emergency access road be constructed to the development that is out of the 
500-year floodplain.  Ms. Greenwood showed the Commission the location of the proposed road, 
off of the northeast corner of the development, onto Teofilo Braga Way.  The road will be gravel 
and may have a gate across it to discourage non-emergency use.  The access road has been 
approved by the Fire Chief.    
 
Mr. McKay also stated that, in an effort to increase the financial feasibility of the project, HUD has 
requested an increase in the number of units from 148 to 156: this reflects an increase of one 
additional Alzheimer unit and seven additional assisted living units.       
 
VOTE: A motion was made to approve the minor modification to the approved plans.  The motion 
was seconded and unanimously approved without discussion.      
 

F. Phasing of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Application Fees 
Ms. Boyle stated that Village on the Waterfront LLC (VOTW) has requested that the application’s 
one percent fee for the TIF application be staggered and/or capped due to the significant up-front 
costs for a Waterfront Commission application fee. Staff will discuss different options, including 
payment in stages, with VOTW and Chevron and will update the Commission at the next meeting.   
 

G. Appointments- Hearing Panel and Design Review Committee 
Mr. Fazioli appointed Mr. Chick to the Design Review Committee; Mr. Killian was appointed to 
take Mr. Chick’s place on the Hearing Panel.      
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4. Executive Session 
The Executive Session was moved to the end of the meeting agenda. 
 
5. Correspondence 
Ms. Boyle explained that, after a brief consultation with Ms. Main, the category of Interim 
Conditional Use may not be available as an option for Waterfront District applicants.  Further legal 
analysis is recommended on this issue.    
 
6. Continued Business 
There was no continued business. 
 
7. Reports from Subcommittees 
There were no reports from the Commission’s subcommittees. 
 
8. Miscellaneous Other Business 
There was no miscellaneous other business. 
 
9. Staff Reports 

A. General Counsel’s Report 
Ms. Main stated that the state Ethics Commission disclosure forms have been mailed to 
Commissioners and should be returned as soon as possible.  They must be notarized.     
 

B. Executives Director’s Report 
1. Bold Point Grant Awards 

Ms. Groch updated the Commission on the grants that the City recently received for Bold Point Park 
from the RIDEM and funds for green technology from the recent Stimulus Bill.  Staff have also 
applied for a loan from the RI Clean Water Fund to complete the Bold Point Park project, as well as 
a Targeted Brownfield Assessment grant from RIDEM.  Ms. Boyle stated that Village on the 
Waterfront LLC will be holding a community meeting on building permits soon.   

 
2. Financial Report 

Village on the Waterfront’s project fee and Baer Supply’s fee have been received.  The Legislative 
grant has also been received.  The Commission is in good shape for the near future.   
 
Ms. Boyle also stated that discontinuing the Waterfront website to save a few hundred dollars 
should be reconsidered.  The website has gotten many compliments and developers have 
commented on how much information is on it.  The website has been paid for through the end of 
June.  Ms. Boyle proposed waiting to see the result of the City website upgrade before deciding on 
whether to incorporate the Waterfront website into it.      
 
10.  Communications 
 
11. Executive Session- Litigation 
Mr. Gregory recused himself from the session.  
 
VOTE: A motion was made to enter into Executive Session: the motion was seconded and 
unanimously approved, without discussion.   
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After the executive session, the meeting was re-opened to the public.  Mr. Fazioli reported that a 
motion was made to approve expenditure for fees associated with litigations and hearings regarding 
Pondview, including consultant costs. 
 
12. Announcements   
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on June 15, 2009 at 6:30PM. 
 
VOTE: A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded and unanimously 
approved without discussion. The meeting was adjourned at 9:11PM.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JEANNE M. BOYLE  
Executive Director 
 
JMB/RG 
 


