
 
East Providence Waterfront Special Development 

District Commission 
 

Open Session 
Meeting Minutes of July 21, 2008 

 
Attendees: Patrick Rogers, Chairman 

William Fazioli 
John Gregory 
Steven Hardcastle 
Jacob Harpootian 
John Lynch 
Bruce Chick 
 

Ex Officio: Richard Brown, City Manager 
Michael Walker, RIEDC 
 

Staff: Jeanne Boyle, Executive Director 
Robin Main, Legal Counsel 
Roberta Groch, AICP- Planner 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:32PM. 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
Chairman Rogers stated that the Gilbane Development Company has decided not to pursue the 
purchase and development of the BP property located at Kettle Point.  A letter sent to the 
RIDEM last week by Gilbane stated the reasons as excessive delays by the RIDEM in granting 
project approval and the weakened housing market.   
 
Mr. Rogers also mentioned the recent ribbon-cutting at Aspen Aerogels, which was attended by 
Senator Reed and Congressman Kennedy. 
 
There was a discussion of the constant challenge of the Commission in achieving a quorum for 
the monthly meetings.  Numerous letters have been written to the Governor urging him to 
appoint two additional members.  Until new members are appointed, it is critical that members 
attend scheduled meetings.            
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
VOTE: A motion was made to approve the Commission meeting minutes of the May 5, 2008 
meeting: the motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
3. New Business 

A. Application for Conditional Use Permit- Metro PCS Massachusetts LLC 
 Ms. Jackie Slaga, attorney for the applicant, described the request to construct a 190-foot tower 
at 1 Dexter Road.  The tower will be a co-location of antennas on an existing tower: three 
carriers already use the site.  The applicant has a thirty-year lease with the property owner, to be 
renewed in five-year increments.   
   
VOTE: A motion was made to refer the Conditional Use Permit request by Metro PCS 
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Massachusetts LLC to the Hearing Panel and the Design Review Committee for approval.  The 
motion was seconded and unanimously approved.   
 

B. Extension of Deviations- East Pointe, GeoNova Development Co. 
Ms. Christine Engustian, attorney for GeoNova Development Co., gave an update of the East 
Pointe project. All permits for the project have been received except for the Physical Alteration 
Permit (PAP) from RIDOT.  There have been some delays with the project due to market 
conditions: GeoNova may come back to the Commission at a later date to seek approval for 
construction of commercial uses and rental units. Ms. Engustian requested an extension of the 
granted deviations for another 6-month period.   
 
VOTE:  A motion was made to approve a six-month extension requested by GeoNova 
Development for the deviations previously approved for the East Pointe project.  The motion was 
seconded and unanimously approved.   

 
C. Draft TIF Plan 

Ms. Groch stated that she has received comments on the draft Plan from several people who are 
familiar with TIF in Rhode Island: any comments received from the Commission or others will 
be considered for incorporation into the Plan.  The Plan will go before the City Council at their 
August 19, 2008 meeting for approval.   
 
VOTE:  A motion was made to approve the Draft TIF Plan, with comment pending.  The motion 
was seconded and unanimously approved.   
 
4. Executive Session 
VOTE: A motion was made to enter into Executive Session in order to discuss litigation 
(pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-5(2)).  The motion was seconded and unanimously 
approved. 
 
Mr. Gregory recused himself from the Executive Session. 
 
NATURE OF BUSINESS DISCUSSED:  Update on litigation relating to Pond View/Transload. 
 
5. Adjournment 
VOTE: A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and unanimously 
approved.   
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
JEANNE M. BOYLE  
Executive Director 
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