
 
East Providence Waterfront Special Development 

District Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes of September 15, 2008 
 
Attendees: Patrick Rogers, Chairman 

William Fazioli 
John Gregory 
Steven Hardcastle 
Jacob Harpootian 
John Lynch 
Bruce Chick 

Ex Officio: Terrence Gray, RIDEM 
Michael Walker, RIEDC 

Staff: Jeanne Boyle, Executive Director 
Robin Main, Legal Counsel 
Roberta Groch, AICP- Planner 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:31PM. 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
Chairman Rogers stated that the Commission should be as fiscally responsible as possible during 
these difficult economic times to protect our reserves, given that the State has given the 
Commission approximately half of the grant that was received last year.  Ms. Boyle stated that 
she has been looking at this issue in light of the recent audit; she added that staff is always 
looking for areas in which to cut back, such as mailings.  Mr. Rogers requested that Ms. Boyle 
prepare a spreadsheet that shows a current snapshot of expenses and income, as well as a few 
budget scenarios for the coming year at the next meeting. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
VOTE: A motion was made to approve the Commission meeting minutes of the July 21, 2008 
meeting: the motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
3. New Business 

A. Public Hearing: Conditional Use Permit- Metro PCS Massachusetts LLC 
Ms. Jackie Slaga, attorney for the applicant, described the request to collocate antennas on an 
existing 190-foot tower at 1 Dexter Road, at a height of 100 feet.  The tower will be a co-location 
of antennas on an existing tower: three carriers already use the site.  The applicant has a thirty-
year lease with the property owner, to be renewed in five-year increments.  There were no 
comments from the public regarding the application.  
   
VOTE: A motion was made to approve the Conditional Use Permit request by Metro PCS 
Massachusetts LLC, based on previous the Design Review Committee recommendation and 
Hearing Panel approval at their joint meeting of August 12, 2008.  The motion was seconded and 
unanimously approved by a roll-call vote.  
 

B. Design Review Guidelines  
Mr. Glen Fontecchio, Architectural Consultant to the Waterfront Commission, presented the 
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design guidelines for the Crook Point, Taunton Avenue, Pawtucket Avenue, and Dexter Road 
sub-districts; these were drafted with Mr. Samuel Shamoon, planning consultant to the 
Commission.  Commission staff also reviewed and made change to the documents.   
  
VOTE: A motion was made to adopt the design guidelines.  The motion was seconded and 
unanimously approved.  
 
4. Correspondence 
Ms. Boyle discussed the support and approval of the TIF Plan by the City Council. 
 
5. Continued Business 

A. Extension of Conditional Use Permit- Tockwotton Home 
Mr. Kevin McKay, Director of the Tockwotton Home in Providence, was sworn in and gave an 
update of the project: there have been some delays with the project due to current financing 
conditions, but the situation has improved.  Mr. McKay requested an extension of the granted 
Conditional Use Permit for another 6-month period.   
 
VOTE:  A motion was made to approve a six-month extension requested by the Tockwotton 
Home for the previously-granted Conditional Use Permit.  The motion was seconded and 
unanimously approved through a roll-call vote.   
 
6. Reports of Commission’s Subcommittees 
Please see above for the Design Review Committee (DRC) and the Hearing Panel reports on the 
Metro PCS tower application.  
 
7. Miscellaneous Other Business 
Mr. Gray reported on the situation with the Gilbane Development Company: the company sent 
letter to RIDEM last month stating that they were pulling out of the Kettle Point development 
project.  Mr. Gray said that RIDEM supports the project and are trying to work with Gilbane and 
BP (the property owner) to restart a dialogue.     
 
8. Staff Report 

A. General Counsel’s Report 
Counsel stated that there is no news on the Pond View matter: more details will be available at 
the next Commission meet. 

B. Executive Director’s Report 
Ms. Boyle said that the Chevron project, “Village on the Waterfront,” is moving ahead.  They are 
hopeful that they will submit an application within two months.  Phillipsdale Landing is also 
moving ahead: Phase I construction is expected to begin in 4-5 months.  There is also a new 
manufacturing facility project proposed for New Road, next to Victoria Creations.      

C. Waterfront Planner’s Report 
Ms. Groch discussed the City’s grant application to RIDEM for funds to construct Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) for stormwater management at Bold Point Park.   
 
9. Adjournment 
VOTE: A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and unanimously 
approved.   
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:23PM.  The next meeting will be on October 20, 2008 at 
6:30PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JEANNE M. BOYLE  
Executive Director 
 
JMB/RG 


