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Meeting Minutes of Monday, April 23, 2007 

 
Present were members: Pat Rogers, Bruce Chick, William Fazioli, John Gregory, John Lynch, 
Steven Hardcastle, John Pesce; ex-officio members: Richard Brown, Stephen Coutu, William 
Parsons and Jeanne Boyle; consultants: Glen Fontecchio and Samuel Shamoon; staff: Roberta 
Groch; and counsel: Attorney Robin Main. 
 
The meeting began at 6:30PM. 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
Mr. Rogers welcomed William Parsons, the Rhode Island Economic Development Corporation’s 
new designee to the Commission.  
 
2. Approval of Meeting Minutes: January 22, 2007 and March 19, 2007 
The minutes were unanimously approved without discussion.  
 
3. New Business 

A.  Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
The Commissioners received copies of the five submissions that were received: there was a 
discussion about which firms will be short-listed.  The Commission agreed to short-list RKG 
Associates and the Cecil Group team. Mr. Pesce stated that including the Pare Engineering team 
on the short-list could result in additional information being gained by the Commission.  A 
motion was made to include the Pare team on the short-list: the motion was not seconded.   
 
A special meeting to interview the consultants will be scheduled as soon as possible, preferably 
within a week.  Several members agreed to serve on an ad-hoc interview committee that would 
take no official action and will simply report out to the larger Commission: the advisory 
recommendation will then be acted upon by the full Commission.  The committee will consist of: 
Pat Rogers, Bill Fazioli, Richard Brown, William Parsons and Jeanne Boyle.  All Commissioners 
and the public will be able to attend the special meeting.  A motion was made to create the 
Committee: it was seconded and passed unanimously without discussion.   
 
Staff has been working on an outline for the TIF Plan, which will be discussed at the next 
Commission meeting.    
 

B.  Request for an Interim Conditional Use Permit  
Because the applicants were present, a motion was made to hear the Brotherhood Productions 
application before the sub-district Design Guidelines: the motion was approved unanimously 
without discussion.  Brotherhood Productions is seeking an interim Conditional Use Permit to 
film a television show and store equipment inside the building located at 105 Valley Street, 
owned by Cemet Holdings.  Because the Applicant wants to start as soon as possible, a joint 
Design Review Committee (DRC)/Hearing Panel public hearing has already been scheduled for 
April 25, 2007.  The permit is for interim use and will not be permanent.  Brotherhood 
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Productions has already used East Providence for filming in the past.  There was some discussion 
as to whether the Applicant had already started to use the building: the DRC will discuss this 
with the Applicant on April 25.  A motion was made to refer the application to the DRC and 
Hearing Panel: it passed unanimously without discussion. 
 

C.  Review and Approval of Draft Design Guidelines  
The draft Kettle Point and Veteran’s Memorial Parkway Sub-District Design Guidelines were 
presented by Samuel Shamoon and Glen Fontecchio, the Commission’s design and architectural 
consultants.  Due to location of the sub-districts, which are adjacent to Veteran’s Memorial 
Parkway (a Scenic Roadway) the State Scenic Roadways Board has reviewed the guidelines for 
consistency.  The proposed developer and architects of both sub-district parcels have reviewed 
the guidelines and made several suggestions, some of which have been incorporated into the 
document.  Any future conflicts will be minor; the guidelines are guidance documents, not part 
of the zoning.  The Commission can take into consideration compliance with the guidelines 
during the project approval process.   
 
The Commission requested that the definition of “green construction” be expanded.  Mr. 
Fontecchio stated that he will be putting together samples of vinyl siding for the next meeting: he 
would also like to arrange a field trip to see where vinyl has been done well and where it has not.  
A motion was made to accept the guidelines: the motion passed unanimously without discussion.   
 
4.  Continued Business  

A.  Update on Stormwater Management Study  
A contract has been signed with Fuss & O’Neill to spend the funds allocated by the EPA. 
 
5.  Reports of Commission’s Subcommittees  

A.  Design Review Committee  
The Design Review Committee had nothing to report. 

 
B.  Hearing Panel  

The Hearing Panel had nothing to report. 
 
6.  Miscellaneous Other Business  
Due to the tight budget year at the State level, Mr. Rogers will be sending a letter to the East 
Providence legislative delegation to urge them to continue funding the Waterfront Commission.   
 
7.  Staff Report  

A.  General Counsel’s Report 
Ms. Main had nothing to report. 
 

B.  Director’s Report 
Ms. Boyle had nothing to report. 
 
8. Communications 
A.  Notice of Decision, Essex River Ventures – Phillipsdale Landing (recorded April 3, 2007) 
B.  Notice of Decision, SJV Electric – 80 S. Brow St. (recorded April 5, 2007)  
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9.  Next meeting: May 21, 2007. 
 
10. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40PM. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jeanne M. Boyle 
Executive Director 
 
JMB/RG 
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