
      
East Providence Waterfront 

Special Development District Commission 

DRC Meeting Minutes 9-11-07 Page 1 

 
Design Review Committee (DRC)  

Workshop Minutes- September 11, 2007 
 

Present were members: John Gregory, John Pesce, Stephen Coutu and Jeanne Boyle; consultants: 
Sara Bradford and Samuel Shamoon. 
 
The meeting began at 6:35PM. 
 
1.  Design Workshop- 51-115 Dexter Road  
Ms. Janice Greenwood, the project’s civil engineer, presented the DRC with a new version of 
Exhibit #2, with the corrected property line location.  The team looked carefully at how the other 
parcels would be developed with the Tockwotton Home, looking at parking, driveways, etc.  The 
driveway to the south of the building was a result of a Fire Department requirement: this road 
will only be used by the Fire Department in an emergency.  The Applicant will install grass 
pavers for the surface of the driveway until such time as the southern commercial site is 
developed; Ms. Bradford pointed out that grass pavers need irrigation to keep the grass growing, 
which does not appear to be the direction the Applicant is going.  The Fire Chief has previously 
approved grass pavers for the driveway at the back of the building.  The driveway that runs in 
front of the building is also per the Fire Chief, who wants all driveways to be 24 feet wide: fire 
regulations call for them to be 20 feet wide.  He had previously approved the use of sidewalk as 
part of the 24 feet, but may have forgotten this when he drafted his comments to the 
Commission.   
 
The many restrictions to the site, including sewer lines, oil pipes and other utilities, dictated the 
location of the detention basins in order to get across Waterfront Drive to the River.  There are 
restricted options on what can be done given the elevation.        
 
The project incorporates Low Impact Development (LID) techniques to handle stormwater on 
the site to reduce the size of the detention basins.  The curbless basins, gravel and additional 
plantings are all being use.  There was a suggestion made at the last meeting with City staff to 
have a continuous wall along the entire sidewalk side to hide the northern detention pond, along 
with more landscaping, street trees, etc.  It would also act as an extension of the retaining wall in 
front of the building.  Ms. Bradford requested that this length of the retaining wall also be moved 
to the back of the sidewalk: this will also provide more landscaping opportunities.  She also 
suggested that a guard rail be added to the detention pond on the parking lot side.     
   
Mr. Coutu stated that he did not like the sheet flow that would be draining into the detention 
basin from the southern parking lot.  He requested that an additional catch basin be added to this 
location, as the catch basins along Waterfront Drive do not have much extra capacity as designed 
by RIDOT.  Ms. Boyle asked if the same site constraints exist on the other two properties, 
necessitating the construction of additional large detention basins: Ms. Greenwood stated that 
there were but that these properties could have underground systems constructed, due to the fact 
that they would be for-profit ventures and could perhaps afford more costly system.  There was a 
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discussion about CRMC’s preference for above-ground stormwater stems due to their ease of 
maintenance.       
 
The Applicant’s consultants and the DRC reviewed the draft Advisory Recommendation, 
including: the relocation of the grease trap and screening of the transformers; the list and samples 
of building materials to be used; lighting and signage; pedestrian access; and the two driveways 
to the north of the building, which were required by the Fire Department.   
 
There was a discussion of the massive scale of the porte-cochere: the project architect discussed 
new drawings that were much more in keeping with the architectural style of the building.  Ms. 
Bradford suggested that the material of the piers be broken up so that they are not completely 
stone, but stone and another material.  
 
The Applicant and the DRC discussed how and where the decorative lighting and street lighting 
would be located, as well as the conduit for the lighting.     
 
A motion was made by Mr. Pesce to approve the Advisory Recommendation to the full 
Waterfront Commission: Mr. Coutu seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously 
without discussion through a roll-call vote. 
 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
JEANNE M. BOYLE 
Executive Director 
 
 
JMB/RG 
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