
CUMBERLAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Minutes of meeting, November 12, 2009

	The Cumberland Conservation Commission met on Nov. 12, 2009, at

the Arnold Mills Community House, Hillside Road, Cumberland, at

6:30 p.m., with George Gettinger presiding. In attendance were

Briscoe Lang, vice chairman-treasurer; John Monaghan, acting

secretary; Frank Geary, Mike Scalzi, Greg Myers, and Lucille Martin,

ex-officio. 

	MINUTES: Approval of the October minutes was tabled until the

December meeting.

	TREASURER¡¦S REPORT: Mr. Lang reported payment for mowing

town property at the Monastery has been requested of the town

treasurer. Commission budget balance, he reported, is $2,600. 

	PLANNING BOARD REPORT: There was extensive discussion of a

plan by Mann Distribution LLC to move its chemical distribution

center from Warwick to an existing but vacant site at 1226 Mendon

Road. Mr. Myers had obtained an EPA notice of violation by Mann in

Warwick and suggested the Commission go on record with the

Planning Board over concerns raised at the meeting. Mr. Monaghan,

Mr. Lang and Mr. Myers were deputized to draft a memo to the

Planning Board and the town planning department dealing with those

concerns. 

	Mr. Geary and Julie Guerin had represented the Commission at the

Planning Board¡¦s October meeting at which the Mann proposal had

been discussed. Mr. Geary was particularly concerned, he said, over



potential pollution to the Blackstone River, only about 300 feet from

the proposed Mann site, in the event of a chemical spill. Ms. Guerin

voiced similar concerns about pollution and accidents. 

	The Commission had not been requested for input by either the

Planning Board or the town planning department over the Mann

proposal, a fact that had prompted a memo to members from Mr.

Monaghan. The memo elicited extensive discussion by members. 

	SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

ƒÞ	Trails: Mr. Monaghan reported on steps being taken in conjunction

with the town planning department and the state Department of

Environmental Management, to acquire open space for walking-hiking

trails, extending existing trails from Diamond Hill Park through the

state park in Diamond Hill and toward the river. The process is

ongoing. 

ƒÞ	Monastery Fields: Mr. Geary and Mr. Lang reported on mowing

and land clearance at the Monastery property.

OLD BUSINESS: 

	Franklin Farm: Mr. Geary reported the roof at the farmhouse has

been replaced. 

	Cemeteries: Mr. Scalzi reported on discussions to upgrade the Elder

Ballou cemetery.

	The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.	

							Respectfully submitted

							John J. Monaghan



							Acting secretary


