
The April, 2009, meeting of the Cumberland Conservation

Commission was called to order at the Arnold Mills Community

House by Chairman George Gettinger at 6:41 p.m. Present were

Briscoe Lang, vice chairman; Frank Geary, John Monaghan, Greg

Myers, Mike Scalzi and Lucille Martin.

Minutes of the February meeting were approved. 

GUEST PRESENTATIONS

Walter Bosse, a Cumberland resident, brought a request to the

Commission that it bring efforts to bear to have open fields at the

Monastery mowed. He said he has been unsuccessful in convincing

the town to undertake the project. The fields, he said, are habitat for

ground-nesting birds but have not been mowed for some years. The

fields are reverting to forest which will deprive nesting birds of

habitat. Mr. Geary pointed out that the Monastery property is

supervised by the town Recreation Department, but offered to write a

note to Mayor McKee urging the mowing be done. After discussion, it

was agreed that Mr. Lang will contact Mike Crowley, town recreation

director, as a first step. 

Brian Sullivan, a Boy Scout from Troop 1, Arnold Mills, brought a

request to the Commission for help, including some financing, for his

Eagle Scout project to create a nature trail at the Franklin Farm. He

detailed the planned project and estimated cost at $400, of which he



has raised $150. Mr. Lang moved, Mr. Monaghan seconded, that the

Commission contribute $250 to the project. The motion carried on a

voice vote without dissent. 

OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Geary reported he has proposed to town Boy Scout and Cub

Scout groups an essay contest supporting the project to install fish

ladders in the Blackstone River. He said Scout groups were initially

amenable to the project. He and Mr. Myers will continue to promote

the effort. 

Mr. Geary also said funding for the first two fish ladders is in hand

and an August groundbreaking is planned. 

Mr. Geary reported that he had appeared at the first April Town

Council meeting to urge funding for repairs to the farmhouse at

Franklin Farm. He made a similar appeal to Mayor McKee. Both

reported the funding for repairs is not in the budget. Mr. Geary said it

is essential that funds be available for architectural drawings so an

RFP can be advertised and the repair work be done before the

farmhouse is beyond repair. Failure to obtain the drawings, he said,

would lose the town a $79,000 grant from the Historic Commission.

He said the Franklin Farm committee has raised about $27,000 for the

drawings but needs another $8,000 immediately to proceed. 



Brief reports were presented by Chairman Gettinger on trail work, Mr.

Monaghan on archaeology statutes he has pursued in Massachusetts

and New Hampshire, and Mr. Scalzi on GPS studies he has been

asked to conduct at historical cemeteries in town. 

NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Martin presented the Commission a request for an annual

contribution of $250 from the Commission to the Cumberland Land

Trust. Mr. Geary vehemently opposed a contribution in any amount,

stating that a request to the Land Trust from the fish ladders

committee was ignored; that the Land Trust gave no response

whatever. Mr. Lang moved, seconded by Mr. Monaghan, that the

Commission contribute $100 to the Land Trust; the motion carried on

a 4-2 show-of-hands vote. Mr. Monaghan then moved, seconded by

Mr. Lang, that the Commission go on record as expressing its

disappointment with the Land Trust for its failure to even

acknowledge receipt of a request for support for the fish ladder

project. The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John J. Monaghan

Acting secretary


