
CUMBERLAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The March meeting of the Cumberland Conservation Commission

was called to order at 6:45pm on March 12, 2009 by George Gettinger,

Chairman.  Also present were Julie Guerin, Secretary, John

Monaghan, Briscoe Lang, Greg Myers, Mike Scalzi, and Lucille Martin.

The minutes of the January and February meetings were approved.

Old Business

Congratulations to Frank Geary and the Blackstone River Watershed

Council/Friends of the Blackstone on the award of a $750,000 grant

toward the Main Street and Slater Mill Dam fish ladders.  Construction

is scheduled to begin in August.

The next meeting of the Friends of the Franklin Farm is on March 23

at 6 pm in the Hayden Building, Meeting Room 3, at the Monastery.

We reviewed Lucille¡¦s history and thanked her for her efforts to

summarize 30 years of accomplishments by the Conservation

Commission.  Briscoe suggested asking the Valley Breeze to publish

it.  John will contact Marcia Green.

Reminder to those attending the Conservation Summit that it will be

held at URI on Sat., 3/21. 



Essay contest update ¡V Greg reported that Frank has contacted the

local Boy and Girl Scouts for participation.  Frank and Greg will

attend the monthly Boy Scout leader meeting in April to provide

details on the contest.  A possible topic may be the introduction of

fish ladders to the Blackstone River. 

John Monaghan reported he had discussed archaeological concerns

at the McMillan development on Staples Road with John Aubin, town

planner. Mr. Aubin said he is aware of the concerns that the property

may contain native American burial sites, that he has been assured

by Night Hawk Flying, a native American and neighbor of the

McMillan property, that planned housing sites contain no Indian

graves. Mr. Aubin said should human remains be discovered during

construction, that the project will be shut down and operations will be

conducted in accordance with NAGPRA regulations.

New Business

The commission hasn¡¦t planned any specific Earth Day activities, but

we support and encourage participation in one of the following:

„X	The Valley Breeze is holding its annual Roadside Cleanup on Sat.,

3/28.

„X	The Friends of Elder Ballou Cemetery, of which Mike is a member,

has organized a cleanup of the cemetery and the area around it on

Sat., April 25th.



„X	The spring cleanup of the Franklin Farm is also scheduled on Sat.,

April 25th.

In preparation for the development of a checklist for site reviews and

advisory comments, Briscoe walked the Commission through

interpreting an example of an engineering draft.  Julie will email

Briscoe Section 3 of the RIACC Conservation Commission Handbook

which he will use to prepare a draft of guidelines specific to

Cumberland for the next meeting.  

Mike will head the committee to monitor wetland alteration permits

from the DEM.

Briscoe provided a summary of development proposals that were

reviewed at the March Technical Review Committee.  Based on input

from the Commission, he will send advisory comments to the

Planning Dept.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 pm.

Next meeting is Thursday, April 9, 2009 at the Arnold Mills

Community House at 6:30pm.

Julie Guerin, Secretary


