
Description of graphic: RI State Seal an anchor in gold behind a blue wheelchair logo. Just below is a blue banner with the state motto “Hope”. All are in the center of a ring of 8 blue stars, in groups of 2 separated by the logos for Braille, hearing aids, low vision and amplified phone. 

 

Governor’s Commission on 
Disabilities 
Employment Committee Meeting 
Minutes 
Thursday, August 21, 2008  9:00 – 10:10 AM 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court,  
Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov   (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov

Attendees: Judi Drew, Sandy Lupovitz, Vincent Rossi, Paul Harden 

Excused: Arthur Plitt, Melanie Sbardella, Linda Milner, Pat Ryherd, Ann Roccio, Bill Nieranowski, 
Jim Pitassi, Dimity Peter, Vicki Ferrara, 

---------- Agenda Topics ---------- 
Call to Order and Acceptance of the Minutes Judi Drew, Vice-

Chair 
5 min.

MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meeting. Accepted.   
Discussion Items: Discussion Leader: Time: 
1. Strategic Retreat Judi Drew 20 min

• Sandy Lupovitz provided his observations of the Commission’s Strategic Retreat 
held on August 20th.  He said some thought that “too much was in the can,” a 
planning committee was needed (recommended by John Treat and Sandy), and 
the employment committee was responding to much to the grant and not enough 
to businesses.  Discussion about the National Employment Job Fair in October 
ensued. Paul Harden responded that the focus of this job fair was outside the 
reach of R.I.  Sandy also reported that the Commission has to do more with 
legislation.  And, more planning and marketing of what the organization does is 
needed. 

 
2. Contract with NEADA Chris Rancourt 30 min

• CR reported that NEADA has not created the follow-up survey to the training completed in 
the spring semester nor has NEADA created a database for the survey data yet. 

• CR will contact committee members to be on a subcommittee to plan the next 
meeting with the college/university staffs. 

• CR provided training to the staff at the Hotel Viking in Newport on Title I of 
the ADA on August 12, 2008. 

• CR will be meeting with the new ADA coordinator at RIC on August 28th. 
• Two sessions of ADA – Title 1 training for employers are scheduled: September 

18th and Nov. 13th. 
• JD will send CR an invitation to the 9/26 BLN meeting. 

mailto:disabilities@gcd.ri.gov
http://www.disabilities.ri.gov/


• CR will call Paul Harden regarding the Governor’s Workforce Board. 
• CR will contact Rhode to Independence regarding the OCT 3 Job Fair at the Marriot.  

Committee agreed CR should participate in this event. 
5. Next Meeting Judi Drew  5 min

• Oct. 16, 2008 in the Commission Conference Room from 9:00 -10:30.  
6. Meeting Adjourned Judi Drew  5 min

• 10:05  
 


