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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
Water Resources Board 
100 North Main Street, 5th Floor 
Providence, RI 02903 
(401) 222-2217  FAX: (401) 222-4707 

 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

MINUTES OF MEETING  
April 10, 2007 

 
 

Members Present:    Members Absent: 
Frank Perry, Chair    William Penn   
Jay Aron  
Michael Walker                                                       
            
 
 
Staff Present:    Guests 
Romeo Mendes  David Lynch    

  Juan Mariscal    Mark Whitehead 
  Andy Argenio 
                                                                                Dennis Spicuzza 
                                                                                Jennifer Anderson 
                 Ed Stachurski 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

With a quorum present, Mr. Perry called the meeting to order at 11:04 AM    
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
On a motion by Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Aron, the minutes of the May 2, 2006 and September 20, 2006 
meetings were approved unanimously. 
 

III. ITEMS FOR ACTION: 
 

A. Rhody Rovers Land Use Request for 7/1/2007 and 8/26/2007 
Mr. Perry introduced the item noting that the organization had been approved to conduct rides through he 
management area in the past and that portions of the funds raised from the annual trail ride in the BRMA 
are contributed to Exeter-West Greenwich Scholarship Fund. The organization is required to maintain an 
insurance policy and repair any trail damage caused during the event as determined by Board and 
Department of Environmental Management staff.  Additionally, all motorcycles must be registered and 
insured.  Mr. Perry asked David Lynch of the Rhody Rovers to provide further details.  Mr. Lynch 
indicated that the events have been held for many years now and provided the committee with pictures of 
the trails that were proposed to be used. He made it clear that his organization is very cognizant of 
environmental impacts during the rides and that prior to the Rovers leaving for the day, all utilized areas 
would at the very least be left in the condition they were found in before the ride began. Mr. Aron 
commented that he was familiar with the trails proposed to be used and did not have a problem with the 
rovers using them again since they had complied with all usage requirements in the past.  Mr. Perry relayed 
that the request was for a one-time, non-invasive, non-permanent, temporary activity on defined unpaved 
roads within the BRMA therefore, he would concur with staff’s recommendation to approve the request 
with the subject to conditions.  On a motion by Mr. Aron with a second from Mr. Perry the request was 
approved. 
   
B. Rhode Island RC Helicopter Association Request to Secure Flying Site  

             Mr. Perry introduced the item indicating that the request was for a long term use of a site      
              involving motorized aircraft which under present Board policies should not be allowed in the    
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Management Area.  However, he did not want to totally dismiss the request as the group seemed to be 
conscientious and the resulting positive impacts would far outweigh any negatives if the request were 
approved.  Additionally, Mr. Perry indicated that he was inclined to hold off on making a decision on the 
request until the BRMA use policies which are currently being revised were completed. Mr. Perry asked 
RC Helicopter representatives present at the meeting to provide more detail regarding their request.   Mark 
Whitehead of the association responded that what initially led the group to request use of another flying 
area was that their present arrangement with the Aeromodelers group (use of same field) was unworkable.  
That is, due to the growing popularity of the RC group, flying their aircraft at the same time as the other 
group caused problems as flight patterns conflicted. Given that the Aeromodelers group was unwilling to 
work out a new arrangement, the helicopter group felt it was better to pursue the use of another site.  They 
were aware that at one time the Aeromodelers had initiated discussions with the Property Manager to 
expand use of the areas of the management area that they were allowed to use and had been shown 3 or 4 
sights that were large enough; however, they never formally submitted a request.  Now that the helicopter 
group was basically being pushed out their thinking was that one of the 3 or 4 sights discussed between the 
property manager and the Aeromodelers could be requested for their use.   Mr. Whitehead relayed that the 
wood based fuel being used dissipates very rapidly and has not been known to cause any environmental 
hazards.  Mr. Argenio then explained that everything brought to a flying site is removed at the end of the 
session and the ground is not disturbed in any way.  In fact the RC helicopter activities have been approved 
by EPA as a highest priority use on federal properties.  Mr. Spicuzza, the group’s safety officer commented 
that there would be a substantial educational benefit lost if the request were denied.  He indicated that the 
group receives many requests for demonstrations on how the aircraft are built and operated.  At this point 
Mr. Mariscal interjected that the development of groundwater resources for water supply, the BRMA’s 
prime purpose, is expected to occur in the area in the near future.  As such, the WRB needs to heighten 
awareness of the need for increased security, groundwater and land protection measures as well as 
minimizing uses that may conflict with this purpose.  Mr. Perry added that there have been other requests 
for use over the years and although all had merit, they conflicted with the BRMA’s prime purpose.  Mr. 
Walker questioned the RC Helicopter representatives about their use of the same field the aeromodelers 
currently use and wondered if an arrangement couldn’t be worked out whereby the RC Helicopter group 
would use the site when the Aeromodelers were not there.  He explained that he drove by the site in 
question often and has not seen anyone there.  Mr. Whitehead and Mr. Argenio responded that the 
Aeromodelers feel it is better just to divorce themselves from the RC helicopter group.  They will attempt to 
accomplish this in the very near future by voting the RC Helicopter members out of the Aeromodelers.   
Mr. Perry then explained that he was very interested in why the two groups could not co-exist and would 
make a motion to table the request until the Committee and staff had a chance to meet with the 
Aeromodelers and determined what authority allowed them to take the aforementioned action.  The motion 
received a second from Mr. Aron and was unanimously approved.  
 
C. Search Dogs North East Land Use Request for training 
Mr. Perry introduced the item noting that the request for use of various wilderness areas of the BRMA 
to provide training for canine search and rescue teams did not appear to conflict with the prime 
purpose of protecting land in the area for use as a water supply and present policy recognized that 
“the Board may allow individual and organized recreational and training activities within the 
area.” Ms. Jennifer Anderson and Mr. Ed Stachurski explained the specifics of the request and 
relayed that they are one of the few such organizations carrying liability insurance. Mr. Aron 
expressed some concern regarding the safety of team members if training were to be conducted 
during hunting season.  Mr. Strachurski explained that the organization schedules a few training 
sessions each quarter and would coordinate with the property manager well in advance of each.  
Additionally, they would take great strides to avoid any training during hunting season.  In 
response to a question from Mr. Walker regarding different certification levels and the makeup of 
the various teams, Mr. Stachurski and Ms. Anderson responded that there are four levels of 
training and that some of the teams are made up of Rhode Islanders.   Mr. Aron recommended 
that the request be approved as it appeared to fall under the category of an organized training 
activity that will have little to no environmental impact. The motion received a second from Mr. 
Walker and was unanimously approved.  
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IV.           ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

A. Phase VII Timber Sale 
Jay Aron explained that the contract had been awarded to Verrier Tree Service and the required 
payment of one –half of the bid amount had been received and deposited in the Board’s Forestry 
Account at DEM.  At present, work consists of rehabilitating an existing bridge over a four foot wide 
stream and the installation of hay bails to protect against erosion.  Mr. Aron relayed that he would have 
preferred work to be well underway at this point before total thawing of the soil in the area took place 
but that the project start date two weeks or so from now would allow the ground to firm up enough to 
minimize impacts.  In no case would he let the work begin until all required precautions necessary to 
minimize environmental impacts were in place.    
 

B. Amgen Restoration Activities 
Mr. Mendes explained that seeding of the area that served as Amgen’s parking area had been 
attempted in the early fall but heavy rains forced the contractor to remove his equipment.  Amgen and 
Board staff will be meeting in the next few weeks to finalize plans for the seeding to be completed as 
soon as the spring planting season begins. 
 

C. Spring Cleanup 
Mr. Mendes explained that corrections industries would be on site through the 27th to conduct the 
cleanup.  A schedule listing areas that require attention will be provided to the work crew and as much 
material as possible will be removed to the transfer station in West Greenwich.  The Town has donated 
a truck and driver to transport the collected material to the transfer station.  
 

D. Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program 
Mr. Mendes relayed that work had been completed as planned and all necessary forms had been signed 
to pay the contractor.  Both the Board and DEM personnel were impressed with the work, much of 
which is able to be inspected by traveling along Route 3 in West Greenwich. 
 

E. Earth Day Activities 
Mr. Mendes explained the event was in the process of being planned and would take place on the 28th.  
150 volunteers helped last year and a similar turnout was expected this year. 

 
F. NRCS Gravel Bank Restoration Activities 

Mr. Mendes relayed that the site in question is adjacent to the former Amgen parking area and that it 
was the Board’s intent to continue with the work upon completion of Amgen’s restoration activities.  
 

 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
                  
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 11:56 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Romeo N. Mendes, P.E. 
Supervising Civil Engineer 
 
*Note: The full proceeding of this meeting is available on audiotape by request. 
 
\\Main\shared\Board\COMMITTEES\property\minutes\April 07 prop.mins.doc 


